	BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber at 7.00pm on Wednesday, 21 June 2006.


	Present


	Cllrs Wheal, in the Chair, Daniel, Eate, Mrs Sellwood, Mrs Chugg and Mrs Spear.



	Apologies


	Were received from Cllr Mrs Smith.           

	Election of Chairman
	There was one nomination for Chairman, Cllr Mrs Sellwood, who was duly elected.

Cllr Mrs Sellwood took the Chair.



	Declarations of Interest


	There were none.

	Minutes
	Minutes of Parks & Gardens meeting held on 7 March 2006 were signed.



	Chaloners Road Playground – Update on Proposals for Replacement Equipment
	The Chairman thanked Beth Ashford for attending the meeting.  She presented members with an outline of the proposed development for Chaloners Road Play Area, which was to take part in four phases.  The first phase to include relocating the existing toddler structure and repainting.  Re-instating the exposed areas in the park, top soiling and seeding and installing new equipment which included springers, activity panels to create zoning, 2 picnic benches, seating and bins.  It was also intended to create a designated pram park near the entrance.  The total cost of this work was £6,765.00 including a contingency of £600.  Beth informed members that it was hoped that this work would commence this summer with the approval of Council.  

Phase 2 was for a teen area including seating area, an activity trail and a teen shelter, again with litterbins.  The total cost of this phase including a 10% contingency was £9,735.00.  

Phase 3 was to create pathways to each area of the new layout and Phase 4 was the main play area, which would include the installation of a new play structure and some additional seating.  With a contingency, the total cost of Phase 4 was £28.160.00.  Beth informed members that she hoped that this would take place in the Spring or Summer of 2007.

She was currently seeking sponsorship and to that end intended to set up a community group to take it forward.  Beth Ashford stated that she was meeting a company on site week commencing 26 June 2006 in order to discuss Phase 1 further.  

Council AGREED to Phase 1, the toddler area redevelopment subject to formal quotations for the works and the equipment.  It was also AGREED that a short term repair would be done to the sign in Chaloners Road Playground in order for it to be used as a notice board to keep the public updated with the progress. 

It was also AGREED that the Chairman of Parks & Gardens Committee would be a representative on the community group and also due to the Council’s Financial Regulations, the Clerk should also attend.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would attempt to obtain some sponsorship for the new bins in the toddler area and that an update would be put on the website and in the Newsletter.  

It was also AGREED that the Clerk would obtain some quotations for the paths in the play area and that Council would look at putting a sum in next year’s budget towards the following phases of the redevelopment.

Beth Ashford left the meeting at this point.

 

	Restructuring Works to Tree on Village Green
	It was AGREED to contact some tree surgeons for their advice and quotations for works to the tree.



	Proposed Installation of Hard Surfacing on Village Green
	Council discussed the Rotary Club’s proposals for the work to the Village Green and thanked the Club for its suggestion.  However, the advice from North Devon District Council’s Landscape and Countryside Officer was that this could potentially adversely affect the tree.  Given that advice, members AGREED that whilst it very much appreciated the Rotary Club’s offer to enhance the area it could not proceed with the project.  

Members AGREED that Council would like to work together with the Rotary Club to make improvements to the centre of the Village and enhance the area for both residents and visitors alike and discussed other options.  As the Village Green area was well used it was suggested that the existing seating around the tree could be removed and that new benches, picnic tables and litterbins could be provided.  

Council also suggested that the Anchor Area could be altered in order to open it out which would highlight the Tarka Trail behind and provide more seating, encouraging its use.  This would also help to eliminate some of the anti-social behaviour behind the Anchor, as it would be more visible.  

It was AGREED to recommend this to full Council and do a draft response to the Rotary Club for Council’s approval.



	Summer Planting at The Anchor Area
	The Chairman informed the meeting that the Council’s grass cutting contractor, Steve Wightman, had offered to supply 

Geraniums for the Anchor Area at the cost of £50.  This was AGREED.



	Planting at the Anchor Adjacent to the Bakehouse Centre
	It was AGREED to dig out the small bed around the Anchor adjacent to the Bakehouse Centre, put down a lining, gravel the area and plant some small shrubs.  



	Works to Entrance of Knowle Play Area
	Despite seeking 4 quotations only 1 had been received which was from Warwick Contractors in the sum of £1,420.00.  It was AGREED to accept this quotation to have the works done.



	Concerns regarding Ball Games at Mowstead Play Area
	The Chairman informed members that a letter had been received from Mrs A James of Cavie Road raising concerns regarding ball games at the Mowstead Play Area.  It was AGREED to respond to Mrs James and explain that despite meetings between local residents, the Parish Council and the Police that there had been constant complaints regarding the play area and the children using it.  

Council noted her concerns and suggestions regarding the area however; as it was designated as a play area it would not be appropriate to provide facilities for the elderly.  It was also AGREED to inform Mrs James that there were originally shrub beds and trees planted to help deaden some of the noise but many of these had been damaged and the shrub beds were turfed over when it became impossible to keep them in a reasonable state.  Picnic tables had been provided as she suggested but again it had proved difficult to keep them in a useable state.  Mrs James also suggested additional signage and the recently erected sign at the entrance to the area did ask that noise levels be kept to a minimum out of respect of local residents.  

Members AGREED that the Parish Council could only try to ensure that users of the area did so responsibly by erecting signs and working with the Police and local communities and any incidents of anti-social behaviour should be reported directly to the Police.

 

	
	The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

…………………………………….Chairman


2
3

