	BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber at 7.00pm on Tuesday 17 July 2007.


	Present


	Cllrs Mrs Smith, in the Chair, Daniel, Mrs Chugg, Mrs Palmer, Mrs Pearson, Mrs Chesters and Mrs Shapland



	Apologies


	There were none.         

	Election of Chairman
	There was one nomination for Chairman, Cllr Mrs Palmer, who was duly elected.

Cllr Mrs Palmer took the Chair.



	Declarations of Interest


	There were none.

	Minutes
	Minutes of the Parks & Gardens meeting held on 21 June 2006 were signed.



	Chaloners Road Playground


	(a) Update on Proposals for Replacement Equipment The Clerk advised members that the community group that were involved with the play area had not undertaken any fund raising for Phase 1 of the project and that the plans produced for Phase 2 did not include any amount from fundraising.  The Parish Council had funded Phase 1 at a cost of £6000 and the second amount of £6000. allocated in the 07/08 budget, was on the basis that it would be match funded by the group.  This amount was also to be put towards improving the paths in the play area.

It was AGREED that Council wished to improve the play area and that it would meet on site on Thursday, 26 July 2007 to discuss what options were for the best use of the funds and improving the area.  It was AGREED that when further ideas and quotations had been received that representatives of the group be invited to a meeting to inform them of the proposals and update Council on any fundraising activities that they were undertaking.

(b) Turfing of Area where Roundabout Removed The contractor previously agreed by Council had not been able to undertake the works and it was AGREED to accept a quotation from Countryside & Garden in the sum of £373.38 plus VAT to undertake the works.



	Tree Survey and Approve List of Remedial Works
	It was AGREED that members would look at the trees identified as needing immediate remedial works on Thursday, 26 July 2007 and the Clerk to arrange for the Maintenance Man to be available to assist.   It was also AGREED to obtain quotations for the works where they were adjacent to the public footpath. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk and the Maintenance Man identify which other remedial works could be done in-house.  A priority list to be drawn up and brought back to the next meeting.



	Removal of Tree in Boundary Bank in Caen Street Car Park Adjacent to the Medical Centre


	It was AGREED to accept the quotation in the sum of £450.00 from Safe Tree Services to remove the Ash Tree and take the Elm Tree down to fence height.

	Replacement of Parish Council Dog Waste Bins
	It was AGREED that signs should be put on the existing bins requesting that if the bins were full the waste was put in an alternative bin or taken home, and that replacements should be budgeted for in the next financial year.



	Purchase of Pruning Attachment for Hedge Trimmer 
	It was AGREED to purchase this at a cost of £135.00 from Gliddon and Squire.



	Installation of Safety Barrier for Swings in Chaloners Road & Knowle Play Areas


	A risk assessment had been carried and was accepted by Council.  It was AGREED that following the assessment any danger was low risk and the barriers were not necessary.

	Receive Play Ground Inspection Report & Agree Remedial Action

Damage to Boundary Wall at Mowstead Play Area/6 Mowstead Road

Village Green


	It was AGREED that the Clerk and the Maintenance Man identify and prioritise action that could be done in-house and that members would look at the damage to the boundary hedge and access gate in Chaloners Road Play Area.

The boundary wall is in the ownership of 6 Mowstead Road but as the managing authority of the play area council had a duty to ensure the safety of the users of the area. It was AGREED that the Clerk to discuss with North Devon District Council enforcement action regarding the repair to the damage to the wall.

(a) Remedial Action to Grass Area Under Tree It was AGREED that the Clerk investigate some long-term solutions to prevent the wear to the grass area around the tree.

(b) Removal of Shrub Beds The beds on the Village Green were areas that were treated regularly by North Devon Pest Control and the front bed had sunk in places.  It was AGREED to removal the beds and turf the area over in an attempt to eradicate the problem.



	
	The meeting closed at 8.18pm.

…………………………………….Chairman
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