BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 12 January 2009

	


	Present

	Cllrs Mrs Chesters (NDC), in the Chair, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Wellstead, Mrs Smith, Mrs Chugg (NDC), Lord, Alexander, Lucas (NDC), Daniel (NDC),  Holt and Cllr Mrs Jenkins (DCC).



	163/2008/09
	Apologies

	Cllrs Ash, Welch & Mrs Palmer.



	164/2008/09
	Replies to any

Questions

Submitted by the

Public in

Accordance with

Standing Order 45 


	There were no questions.



	165/2008/09
	Minutes


	(a) The minutes of the full Council meeting held on 8 December 2008 it was AGREED to add Cllr Lucas’s name to the list at Minute No 157/2008/09.  The Minutes were signed with this amendment.

(b) Minutes of the Additional Planning meeting held on 20 December 2008 were approved and signed.



	166/2008/09
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr Alexander declared a prejudicial interest in Minute No. 168/2008/09 (a) and a personal interest in Planning Application 47797.  Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in Minute No 172/2008/09, 173/2008/09

and 178/2008/09      



	167/2008/09


	Police Representation


	PC Mick Fry attended the meeting and gave Sgt Jeff Pearce’s apologies as he was ill and unable to attend.  PC  Fry informed members that he would be retiring from the constabulary at the end of February.  He had enjoyed his time working in the community greatly and his relationship with the Parish Council had contributed to this.  He hoped that this would continue when his replacement was in post.  He reported that the crime figures were slightly up on the same period for the previous year and that there had been 49 crimes reported, as compared to 44 for the previous year.  He said that this was mainly down to some graffiti and criminal damage that had taken place on Saunton Park.  There had also been some vehicle damage which linked with the graffiti and criminal damage on Saunton Park and it was suspected that it was youth orientated due to the nature of the graffiti.  There had been no burgularly dwellings and there had been a burglary at the Football Club, however a suspect had been apprehended.    The Christmas and New Year period in Braunton had been exceptionally quiet.  He reported that work was ongoing between the Braunton Young People and Children’s Partnership Trust, the Community College, the church and the police and that as a result of a questionnaire that had been issued to the youths, they had responded saying that they would like to see a cinema.  A film club was therefore being set up in the St Brannocks Rooms for the 12 – 16 age range and the first one was on Friday 13 February, 2009 prior to the half term holiday.  Some funding had been received from Tesco and the police and he queried whether the Parish Council would be able to contribute.  If there was enough interest there would be a Saturday morning matinee.  After this first trial it would be decided how often the film club would take place.  He also reported that Braunton now has four PCSO’s, all of whom had fitted in very well and were working within the community.  The Chairman thanked him for attending the meeting and gave him Councils’ best wishes for his retirement and for his future and said that he would be missed.



	168/2008/09


	Finance


	 Cllr Alexander declared a prejudicial interest in the first cheque to be drawn, AMPM and left the

  room.  This cheque was approved and signed 

        and Cllr Alexander then returned to the room.

        The remaining cheques on the schedule were

        approved and drawn in the total sum of  

        £6,309.28.

(a) Statement of Accounts for December 2008 was noted. 

       

	169/2008/09


	Action Sheet
	This was noted.



	170/2008/09
	Planning
	Cllr Alexander took the Chair.

See attached sheets.  

Cllr Mrs Chesters resumed the Chair.



	171/2008/09
	Report from Devon County Councillor


	Cllr Mrs Jenkins was present at the meeting and gave an up date on the initial feedback from the traffic meeting that had included South Street.  The clear priorities for the street were to reduce traffic volumes and improve safety.  Parking had been very low down on the list.  Of the six suggested options the votes had been split evenly so there were no clear particular priorities or favourites.  Cllr Mrs Jenkins stated that Mr James Anstey of Devon County Council would be arranging a meeting with the Parish Council and the Emergency Services etc.  to take the matter forward.  The next step would be to highlight the favoured scheme options and then to do a letter drop.  She reported that the bus service that was now going via the new Tesco Braunton store had found extra funding and the increased service would now have a longer season which would be from Easter rather than from May.  The proposed reduction in the speed limit through Saunton to 30 mph was ongoing and the legal order for the reduction had been signed.  Cllr Mrs Chesters asked Cllr Mrs Jenkins if it was possible to have further signage for 30 mph limits within the village and Cllr Mrs Jenkins replied that distances between signs were strictly regulated but that she would investigate the matter further.  Cllr Lord also questioned the situation regarding Tesco bridge and Cllr Mrs Jenkins confirmed that remedial works were still awaited by Tesco contractors before the legal paperwork could be done by the North Devon Council, before passing it over to the County Council.



	172/2008/09


	Report from North Devon

Councillors


	Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in the following application.

Cllr Daniels said that in his capacity as Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, he had been to a Devon County Health and Community Service meeting and gave an update on the closures of Community Hospitals, where it had been decided that no closures would be made.  Cllr Mrs Shapland pointed out that this decision may did not apply to North Devon Hospital as any facilities within the North Devon area  were owned separately by North Devon Health Care Trust.  He also reported on the Shaw handover and said that as a result of a damning report plans had been changed and it was going back to the North Devon Council Executive Committee to have another look at it in June 2009.  He also reported on the National Mortality Rate.



	173/2008/09


	Braunton School & Community College – Transfer of Grant Funding Awarded for Community Sports Hub to Tennis Court Bid


	Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in the following application.

Chairman informed members that as they were aware,  Council had previously awarded a Parish Grant of £1000 towards the Community sports hub at Braunton School & Community College.  An email had been received from the School stating that the sports hub had been put on hold due to lack of funding, however the bid for the tennis courts was still going ahead.  It asked whether it was possible for the £1000 Parish Grant to be used towards the tennis court bid as opposed to the sports hub bid and this was AGREED.



	174/2008/09


	Meeting with Dominic Maxwell-Baten, Devon County Councillor Emergency Planning Officer on Tuesday 13 January 2009 at 10.30am at Council Offices


	The Chairman encouraged all members who were

available to attend and this was noted. 

 

	 175/2008/09 


	Traffic Speeds on Saunton Road


	A letter had been received from a Mrs J Williams of Kingsacre, Braunton raising her concerns regarding the increasing speeds on the Saunton Road.  She advised Council that she had been in contact with the County Council who had stated that the Police Casualty Severity Officer would be carrying out speed checks followed by speed enforcement if the checks showed a need for it and that there would be temporary vehicle activated signs on a rotational basis along the road.  The County Council continued to monitor the speeds on Saunton Road.  Mrs Williams requested help from the Parish Council in trying to rectify this problem.  Whilst the Parish Council fully supported any speed reduction methods they were not the authority for highways and she had rightly approached the people that were responsible.  Cllr Mrs Jenkins had previously stated that she would check the legal status regarding the positioning of road signs and she reiterated this.  It was AGREED to write back to Mrs Williams to inform her of this.



	176/2008/09


	Items to Note
	Items (a) to (l) were received and noted.



	177/2008/09
	Braunton Countryside Centre – Transfer of Lease
	IN COMMITTEE
It was AGREED that Council would like to deal with the transfer of lease as simply as possible and give the consent by letter rather than by deed as suggested by Toller Beattie Solicitors.  This was AGREED.  It was also AGREED to invite Mrs Mary Breeds, one of the trustees of the Countryside Centre, to the next meeting on 9 February 2009 to give a presentation and update on the activities within the centre. 

  


The meeting closed at 8.25 pm.




.............................................. The Chairman
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