BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 14 September 2009

	


	Present

	Cllrs Mrs Chugg (DCC & NDC), in the Chair, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Wellstead, Mrs Smith, Mrs Chesters (NDC), Mrs Palmer, Welch, Alexander, Daniel (NDC), Ash, Lucas (NDC) and Lord.



	086/2009/10
	Apologies


	Were received from Cllr Hoult.



	087/2009/10
	Replies to any Questions Submitted by the Public in Accordance with Standing Order 45


	There were none.

	088/2009/10
	Minutes


	(a) The minutes of the full Council meeting held on 10 August 2009 were approved and signed. 

(b) Minutes of the Additional Planning meeting held on 24 August 2009 were approved and signed.

(c) The minutes of the Parks & Gardens Committee meeting held on 24 August 2009 were approved.



	089/2009/10
	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Alexander declared a prejudicial interest in Minute No 091/2009/10 (a) and Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in Minute No 107/2009/10.



	090/2009/10


	Police Representation


	 The Chairman welcomed Acting Sgt Nick Rowell                      and PC Mark Langworthy to the meeting.

Acting Sgt Nick Rowell reported that there had been 55 crimes in this period covering the whole Parish and outlying areas which had been exactly the same in 2008 and commented that levels of crime were generally very low.  Within those crimes were 1 burglary dwelling; 4 burglaries (over the school holidays) – one being at Southmead School, Higher Park Road and Northdown Road; 5 minor damage; 1 ABH and 1 common assault.

PC Mark Langworthy reported that the Police had set out certain priorities, which they would be targeting within the area.  Those priorities are:

· Excessive speeds.

· Inviting residents of the community to accompany patrols around the area.

· Anti-social areas – he mentioned that they were working with Sanctuary Housing regarding recent problems at Bassett Close.

· Road Team Patrols.

· Pill Gardens Play Area.

The Chairman enquired whether there were any problems known to them regarding the youth shelter outside the Braunton Bowl.

At this point, Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a personal interest in this item.

PC Langworthy was unable to comment on this as  Sgt Jeff Pearce was dealing direct with the shelter in relation to the recent retrospective planning application that had been forwarded to the Planning Authority.

He informed members that the email account was now fully in operation and encouraged everyone to use it.  It was AGREED to highlight this in the next Parish Newsletter.

Acting Sgt Nick Rowell informed members that a Day of Action would take place mid to late October, when the Police would take to the streets of Braunton.  They are currently looking at priorities to blitz, speeding being one, and will be looking for volunteers from members of the community to join with them to record speeds, in a bid to encourage prevention.  Speed Guns and jackets will be provided.  

He went on to inform members that there would be a high profile Neighbourhood Watch Meeting to be held at 7pm at the Parish Hall on 1 October 2009 and they were hoping for a good turnout.

PC Langworthy reported that the Police are working very proactively with Braunton School and Community College, by having a presence at the end of the school day to help get to know the students in an effort to improve relationships between them and this was going well.

Acting Sgt Rowell and PC Langworthy left the meeting at this point.

Cllr Alexander declared a prejudicial interest in the following item (a) and left the room.



	091/2009/10


	Finance


	(a) The cheques on the schedule were approved and                                   drawn in the total sum of £13, 381.62.00.

       Cllr Alexander returned to the room.

(b) Cllr Mrs Chesters, the Finance Chairman, informed members that the Statement of Accounts for August 2009 was not available but would be presented at the next full Council meeting to be held on 12 October 2009.          

	092/2009/10


	Action Sheet
	This was noted.



	093/2009/10


	Proposed Braunton Flood Defence Scheme


	The Chairman welcomed Mr Jim Faux of the Environment Agency to the meeting.

Jim Faux began his presentation by summarising what the Environment Agency (EA) had done, and are doing, to try and reduce the risk of flooding in Braunton.  

He reported that an initial assessment of flooding in Braunton had been carried out by the Environment Agency in 2007.  In order to get national funding for flood risk improvements, the EA calculate a score largely based on the cost of proposed works compared with the number of properties protected.  The initial report had identified that Braunton did not have a sufficient score to get national funding for improvement works. 

However, the report did identify possible improvements around Hordens Bridge and replacing the bridge to the Bowling Club as possible measures to reduce flood risk.

Cllr Mrs Shapland enquired whether any work had taken place in the areas of the river that ran through Knowle, Coril Head and the Buckland estate.  She commented that whilst these areas had always flooded in the past,  during the December 2004 flooding incident these areas did not flood at all.  Jim Faux agreed to investigate this.

He commented that the EA have local funding, which can be used for some small-scale improvements.  This year the EA have been investigating what improvements could be done using this funding and its detailed assessment has shown that the river channel is very narrow in places between Caen Street and Butts Bridge, which is restricting the river flow and making the water spill into the village.  Replacing the bridge to the Bowling Club would not significantly improve the flood risk and the EA would need to construct a flood berm widening the channel in key areas between Caen Street and Butts Bridge. This is will cost more than can be obtained from local funding. The EA has identified areas, which need to be widened, and drawings were passed round for members to view.  He stated that the EA were proposing to work with the Parish Council to refine this into an initial design, although the EA currently do not have the level of funding for the work proposed to complete the initial design and business case. 

Having a completed business case will help take advantage of future funding opportunities.  He commented that it would also look at ways to get elements of the work done which would reduce the costs and improve the score for national funding.

He invited members to join him to walk the watercourse and assist in the refining of the initial design.  

Jim Faux further reported that the EA is currently looking at improvements to the Hordens Bridge area and as part of this removing the pipe in the riverbed downstream of the bridge, would be investigated.

The Chairman thanked Jim Faux for attending the meeting and he left the meeting at this point.



	094/2009/10


	Planning
	The Chairman asked the Chairman of Planning, Cllr Mrs Wellstead, to present the planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet.



	095/2009/10
	Report from Devon County Councillor


	Cllr Mrs Chugg confirmed to members that £25,000 of money raised from Exeter Airport had been allocated to the BMX Track.

Cllr Mrs Shapland requested that Cllr Mrs Chugg make enquiries as to when the traffic calming in Church Street would be completed.  Cllr Mrs Chugg AGREED to enquire further.



	096/2009/10
	Report from North Devon Council Councillors


	Cllr Mrs Chesters commented that site visits had taken place at the proposed new College and the Park and Ride sites and questions had arisen which would now need to be answered before going any further.  She would report back when she was able.

Cllr Lucas reported that there might be £2,000 available for the building to the rear of the Football Club.

Cllr Mrs Chesters reported that the funding from Bellway Homes would be available within a month.



	097/2009/10


	Request for Use of Recreation Ground for Fair


	It was AGREED in principle for the use of the Recreation Ground for a fun fair in 2010.

	098/2009/10


	North Devon Council Customer Service Centre


	It was AGREED to invite Emma Ingle, Customer Service Centre Manager at North Devon Council to attend a full Council meeting to discuss with members the current services offered and hear suggestions from members on how they could be improved.



	099/2009/10


	Adopt your Local Red Telephone Kiosk


	It was AGREED to approach Kingsacre School to enquire whether it would like to adopt the kiosk due to its location in Kingsacre.

	100/2009/10


	Barnstaple Town Council Planning School – Saturday 31 October 2009


	The Chairman requested that any member wishing to attend should contact the Assistant Parish Clerk.



	101/2009/10


	Civil Parking Enforcement Officers, North Devon


	The Chairman read out an email response from Matthew Scriven the Traffic Policy Manager at Devon County Council, informing members that it did not have any plans to increase the number of Civil Enforcement Officers, whilst working hard to rectify any issues regarding signing, lining or the supporting Traffic Regulation Order that would assist North Devon in on-street enforcement operation.  



	102/2009/10
	Claimed Footpath – Rock Hill to Footpath No 25


	The Chairman informed the meeting of Devon County Council’s response regarding Council’s enquiry as to whether the decision not to accept this area as a claimed footpath could be reviewed.  It was AGREED that in order to reach the wider public that an open letter be published in the North Devon Journal inviting letters of support showing evidence of use of the area which could be forwarded on to Devon County Council for possible further consideration.



	103/2009/10


	Raising Money for Charity via Donated Clothing


	The Chairman informed members that European Textile Recycling Ltd (ETR) had requested approval to place a textile/shoe bank in Caen Street Car Park.  Council AGREED that it did not wish to take up this invitation.

	104/2009/10


	Request from Caen Primary School for a Pedestrian Entrance Adjacent to the Vivian Moon Community Centre


	This was AGREED in principle but Council would wish to consider further when more details were available.

	104/2009/10


	Attendance of 24 Cdo Eng Regt at Remembrance Sunday Parade on 8 November 2009


	The Chairman informed members that 24 Cdo Eng Regiment had contacted the council offices to inform of their intention to be in full attendance at the forthcoming Remembrance Sunday Parade.  They are in consultation with Mr Lou Spear of the RBL to make the necessary arrangements.



	105/2009/10


	Northern Devon Healthcare NHS – New Proposed Leaflet “Leaving Hospital”


	The Chairman asked for any comments on the newly drafted leaflet, which had been sent to all members.  After general discussion it was AGREED that any comments should be passed or emailed to Cllr Mrs Shapland who would formulate a response on the leaflet.

	106/2009/10


	Items to Note
	Items (a) to (r) were received and noted.




IN COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following matters.

	107/2009/10 


	Transfer of Lease, Braunton Countryside Centre


	Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in the following item.

The Chairman read out an email from Council’s solicitor to inform members that since there had been no progress made with the transfer of the Lease from Dartington North Devon to the North Devon Environmental Trust, despite every effort that Council had made to simplify the transfer arrangements, it had written to the Trust’s solicitor to inform them that as the matter had not been resolved the current file would be closed.


The meeting closed at 9.10pm.




.............................................. The Chairman
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