BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 13 July 2009

	


	Present

	Cllrs Mrs Chugg (NDC), in the Chair, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Wellstead, Mrs Smith, Mrs Chesters (NDC), Welch, Lucas (NDC), Lord.



	051/2009/10
	Apologies


	Cllr Hoult, Daniel (NDC), Ash, Alexander and Mrs Palmer.



	052/2009/10
	Replies to any Questions Submitted by the Public in Accordance with Standing Order 45


	There were none.

	053/2009/10
	Minutes


	(a) The minutes of the full Council meeting held on 8 June 2009 were approved and signed. 

(b) Minutes of the Additional Planning meeting held on 22 June 2009 were approved and signed.

(c) The Finance and Administration minutes were approved.



	054/2009/10
	Declarations of Interest


	Cllrs Lucas and Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in Minute No 0067/2009/10 (b).  Cllr Mrs Wellstead declared a personal interest in Planning Application 48622.  Cllr Mrs Smith declared a personal interest in Minute No 068/2009/10.



	055/2009/10


	Police Representation


	The Chairman welcomed Acting Sgt Nick Rowell to the meeting.  He explained that he was new to Braunton, that he had been in post for six weeks and that he was covering temporarily for Sgt Pearce who was absent. 

He reported that there had been 22 crimes in the month, which was 1 down on the same period for the previous year.  There had been no burglaries and overall most of the crimes reported had been fairly minor.  There had been 2 thefts from cars, 5 domestic incidences, 1 instance of criminal damage, 4 non-specific thefts, 1 common assault, 1 sexual assault and 2 cases of shoplifting.  There had been no drug offences.  There had been no particular issues with youth within the village and it had generally been quiet. 

The Ocean Festival at Croyde had the least amount of reported crime since the event had started and there had been no related crime in Braunton.  

There had been a complaint regarding five men who were staying in a caravan and cold calling on behalf of Talk Talk.  The police had checked that they were legitimate but had advised them regarding their heavy-handed sales techniques.  Talk Talk had been informed.

  He reported that there had been no incidences at the fair; no alcohol related incidences and that generally it had been very quiet.  

He advised members that PCSO Joanne Carter, as part of a joint initiative with Devon and Cornwall Police and the RNLI, was the first beach beat officer, working to improve community relations on Saunton and Croyde beaches.  

The RNLI had previously been dealing with any minor incidences that occur on the beaches and the PCSO’s would be responsible for community safety, missing children and assisting in enforcing byelaws.

Cllr Lucas queried the vehicle parking in the village and asked whether the police were continuing to work with the Civil Parking Enforcement Officers at North Devon Council.  Acting Sgt Rowell stated that there had been some particular incidences and problems within the village, in particular Heanton Street parking.  The County Council had confirmed that the area around Locks Close was a private pavement and that the Civil Parking Enforcement Officers could not do anything about the vehicles parking on it.  However, the police were going to speak to Devon County Council with a view to possibly making some changes to the pavements to prevent this parking.

The Chairman reported that Alison Serret of Slees Home Hardware had approached her as white lines had been painted on the pavement preventing any deliveries at any time.  Acting Sgt Nick Rowell confirmed that he had also had discussions with Slees and the delivery vans and that the white lines on that side of Caen Street had been painted incorrectly.  The Chairman said that they would be removed and that deliveries were in fact allowed on that side of the road.  He also said that the signage for the Taxi Rank had been an ongoing issue for many years and the Chairman stated that she was still working on the issue with Devon County Council. 

Cllr Lucas queried whether there had been any reported incidence of skateboards and cycles on the pathways within the village.  Acting Sgt Rowell queried whether there were any pavements in particular as there had not been any particular incidences reported to him.  Cllr Lucas said that generally speaking this was on the Exeter Road where the pavements were wider and Cllr Mrs Shapland confirmed that this was the case.

The Chairman thanked him for attending the meeting and for his report.



	056/2009/10


	Finance


	(a) The cheques on the schedule were approved and                                   drawn in the total sum of £6,537.78.

(b) Statements of Accounts for June 2009 were noted.

(c) The bank reconciliation and Annual Return for year ending 31 March 2009 was approved and signed, to be forwarded to the Audit Commission.

          

	057/2009/10


	Action Sheet
	This was noted.

	058/2009/10


	Planning
	The Chairman asked the Chairman of Planning, Cllr Mrs Wellstead, to present the planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet.

 

	059/2009/10
	Report from Devon County Councillor


	Cllr Mrs Chugg said that she had nothing further to report as the issues that she was going to discuss i.e. the waiting on Caen Street had been discussed during the police representation.



	060/2009/10
	Report from North Devon Council Councillors


	Cllr Lucas reported that in his capacity as Chairman of North Devon Council, he attended the ‘Games to Inspire’ In North Devon and he was proud to report that North Devon had won.  He had also attended the Royal Garden Party.  

Cllr Mrs Chesters stated that North Devon Council had been in negotiations with Devon County Council regarding the Civil Parking Enforcement Officers and they were still hoping to get additional funding for two more officers.  It was AGREED to write to Devon County Council regarding the number of officers that were available and stating that Braunton Parish Council felt that this was insufficient to efficiently enforce the parking restrictions within North Devon.  A copy of the letter to be sent to Martin Williams at North Devon Council Car Parking Department. 

 Cllr Mrs Chugg highlighted the letter and the revised timetable regarding the Boundary Review.



	061/2009/10


	Update on Braunton Bowl and Litter Pick Saturday 18 July 2009


	The Chairman reported that Tom Mack, the Youth Tutor for Devon Youth Service, had reported that in general the yard and the Bowl was running very well.  The Youth Centre was well used and very busy and although there was some concerns regarding some maintenance at the Bowl, this was going to be dealt with shortly.  He was going to encourage the young skaters to apply for some funds to improve and repair the Bowl. 

He also reported that he was undertaking a litter pick called the Big Tidy Up on Saturday, 18 July 2009 and asked whether the Parish Council would be able to support this and this was AGREED.



	062/2009/10


	Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Unauthorised Development – Erection of Shelter at Braunton Youth Club Caen Street Braunton


	In an e-mail, Helen Knight the Chairman of the Trustees confirmed that following consultation with the Police and the Youth Service, herself and John Rodney Jones had decided to submit a retrospective application for the shelter at the Bowl, as they felt that it was doing its job in providing the youth with somewhere to meet which was visible.  It had gone a long way to reducing anti-social behaviour, graffiti and litter, in other parts of the village.  She asked that the Parish Council would support this and whether they would be happy to submit the application on their behalf, which would reduce the fee by 50%.  This was AGREED.


	063/2009/10


	Graffiti Within  North Devon


	It was AGREED to respond to the letter from Mr Brian Holme regarding graffiti in North Devon stating that the Parish Council had a zero tolerance policy with regard to graffiti and that it was removed immediately it appeared on any Council owned property.  Generally, graffiti was not an issue within Braunton and Council could not identify any areas in order to complete the form that he had forwarded, however, it was AGREED to keep it on file should any incidence occur. 



	064/2009/10


	Renovation of Railway Signal, Station Road


	The Clerk reported that Cllr Mrs Jenny Jenkins had provided £700 for this project and that the volunteers were ready to go ahead.  Sanctuary Housing who owned the signal and the land, had confirmed that they would give permission for the project providing the Parish Council had the necessary public liability insurance to cover the volunteers.  Zurich Municipal Insurance confirmed this.  Parish Council AGREED that it was happy to support this project and for it to go ahead and also that its thanks should go to all the volunteers for their hard work.



	065/2009/10 


	Adoption of Unacceptable Behaviour/

Unreasonably Persistent Contact Policy


	It was AGREED that this should be passed back to Finance and Administration Committee to look at some of the details of the document.  It was also AGREED to Minute the fact that the policy required that any incidence regarding unacceptable behaviour or unreasonably persistent contact should be recorded in a book kept specifically for this purpose for both members and staff.



	066/2009/10


	Review of Health

& Safety Policy


	The Health and Safety Policy was reviewed and AGREED as there had been no changes in the previous year.



	067/2009/10


	Request for Use of Recreation Ground

(a) Pushy Mothers Buggy Workout

(b) Songs of Praise 25.6.10


	It was AGREED to seek further information regarding this request.

Cllr Mrs Shapland and Cllr Lucas declared a personal interest in this item.

The request was AGREED.



	068/2009/10


	Request for Dog Waste Bin, Winsham Road/Stepstone Lane, Knowle


	Cllr Mrs Smith declared a personal interest in this item.

It was AGREED that in line with its current policy Council was unable to provide any bins that were not on land in its ownership.

	069/2009/10


	Items of Note


	Items (a) to (i) were received and noted.


The meeting closed at 8.53pm.




.............................................. The Chairman
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