BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 10 November 2008

	


	Present

	Cllrs Mrs Chesters (NDC), in the Chair, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Wellstead, Mrs Smith, Mrs Palmer, Mrs Jenkins (DCC), Mrs Chugg (NDC), Lord, Alexander, Lucas (NDC), Ash, Daniel (NDC), Welch.



	129/2008/09
	Apologies

	Were received from Cllr Holt.



	130/2008/09
	Replies to any

Questions

Submitted by the

Public in

Accordance with

Standing Order 45 


	There were no questions.



	131/2008/09
	Minutes


	(a) The minutes of the full Council meeting held on 13 October 2008 were approved and signed.

(b) Minutes of the Additional Planning meeting held on 27 October 2008 were approved and signed.



	132/2008/09
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr Lord declared a personal interest in Minute No. 139/2008/09.  Cllr Alexander declared a prejudicial interest in Minute No. 134/2008/09 (a).      



	133/2008/09


	Police Representation


	PC Mick Fry attended the meeting.  He reported that the crime figures for the current month were not as good as they had been for previous months.  For the 30 day period to 10 November 2007 there had been 40 recorded crimes and for the same period for 2008 there had been 66 crimes.  For the period 1 January 2007 till 10 November 2007 there had been 558 crimes and for the same period for 2008 there had been 528 crimes, so an overall drop in the crime rate.  There had been three burglaries which were mainly outbuildings including a garden shed.  The major crimes to note were damage to motor vehicles.  There had been 30 vehicles that had been damaged and 24 of these incidences had been reported as crimes.  PCSO Frisby had identified 3 suspects who  were all young youths.  The offences had been fully admitted by them.  There had also been some damage to some signage in Caen Gardens.  PC Mick Fry also reported that the Braunton Bowl had re-opened and now that it was better managed, was helping with some of the issues that they had in the village, with some of the youths.  The 2 persons from Barnstaple that had been identified as causing some crimes within Braunton, had now moved out of the area. 

 He also reported on the Public Meeting that had been held in the Parish Hall, following reports from the residents of Pill Gardens, regarding anti-social behaviour etc.  70 – 80 leaflets had been dropped to do a survey to gauge the residents’ views of the problems and they had also gone around to every house.  Unfortunately, only 3 people had turned up at the meeting. 

 Cllr Mrs Chesters queried whether any further action would be taken against the youths that had admitted the damage to the cars.  Pc Fry informed members that there were 3 stages.   The first stage being a reprimand which was done by the local police sergeant and the second stage a final warning which was done by a police inspector at Barnstaple and members of the Youth Offending team.  Sgt Jeff Pearce was currently reviewing the file and was making a recommendation that the action be carried out along the lines of the second phase.

Cllr Lucas questioned the amount of time that the police had spent on the issues at Pill Gardens, taking into account the very poor response from the residents.  PC Mick Fry reported that as the Neighbourhood  Beat Manager, it was his responsibility to work with members of the community as part of the PACT, Police and Community Together, and look at resolving their issues.

Cllr Welch stated that due to the time of the year, he asked everyone to be particularly vigilant, keeping an eye out for anything unusual and help the police by reporting anything suspicious.  PC Mick Fry confirmed that the community messaging system was an excellent way of getting information out.

The Clerk informed the meeting that a quotation was being received for tarmacadaming a half court for the basketball net in the recreation ground which had been raised by PC Mick Fry at a previous meeting.  Cllr Mrs Jenkins stated that she may have some of her DCC grant monies remaining and to inform her when the quotation had been received.  PC Mick Fry left the meeting at this point and The Chairman thanked him for attending.

 

	134/2008/09


	Finance


	(a) Cllr Alexander declared a prejudicial interest in the first cheque to be drawn, AMPM and left the

  room.  This cheque was approved and signed 

        and Cllr Alexander then returned to the room.

        The remaining cheques on the schedule were

        approved and drawn in the total sum of  

        £8,936.16.

(b) Statement of Accounts for October 2008 was noted. 

       

	135/2008/09


	Action Sheet
	This was noted.



	136/2008/09
	Planning
	Cllr Alexander took the Chair.

See attached sheets.  

Cllr Mrs Chesters resumed the Chair.



	137/2008/09
	Report from Devon County Councillors
	Cllr Mrs Jenkins (DCC) reported back on some traffic issues that had been raised to Devon County Council Highways Authority by Mr Phillip Milton.  She informed members of some of the replies to some of the points he had raised.  She confirmed that there would be a meeting regarding traffic issues in the village and South Street at the end of the month.  She also provided information from the Pit Review “Learning Lessons from the 2007 Floods”  the Devon Flood Warning and Response Plan and the Devon County Council Security Task Group   “20 MPH speed limits”.  This information was available for members to view if they so wished.



	138/2008/09


	Report from North Devon

Councillors


	Cllr Lucas said that they had been receiving requests for some grant money.

Cllr Daniel stated that he had received an email from Wendy Slate from North Devon Housing Advice Bureau regarding the local questionnaires that had been sent out to people who had expressed an interest in the Affordable Housing at the former Brannoc Fibre site and they were in the process of compiling a list.  He informed members that it was Magna Housing Association who were running the scheme.



	139/2008/09


	Receive Report – Caen Street Car Park


	Cllr Lord declared a personal interest in the following item.

Cllr Mrs Palmer thanked Cllr Lord for compiling the report but proposed that as Council had discussed the issue of the car park on several previous occasions and had arrived at a policy decision, that no further action should be taken on the report.   This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Chugg.  A vote was taken and this proposal was not fully supported.

It was AGREED to form a working party to discuss the report.  Cllr Mrs Shapland stated, that as all the other traffic issues within the village and South Street in particular, would potentially have an impact on the car park, that any further discussion should await the outcome of the meeting to be held to discuss these issues. 

Cllr Mrs Jenkins confirmed that any decisions made regarding traffic, especially that in South Street, could potentially affect the car park and it was AGREED that a working party would be formed to discuss the report, after decisions had been made regarding other traffic issues in the village,



	140/2008/09


	Report Back from the Launch of The Braunton Locomotive


	Cllr Mrs Chesters gave members a report back from the launch of the Braunton train which she had attended on 24 September 2008 and provided some photographs of the launch.



	141/2008/09


	Remedial Works to Wall at Braunton Fire Station/Old Railway Line


	The Chairman informed members, that a surveyor on behalf of the fire service, had stated that the wall was cracking and bowing and in need of some remedial works.  However, before this could be done, the bank of chippings on the Council side of the wall needed to be removed to ground level.  A quotation had been received for this in the sum of approximately £500.  It was AGREED to undertake the work only if the surveyor on behalf of the fire service confirmed in writing that they would accept any liability should the works to remove the spoil adversely affect the stability of the wall.   

 

	142/2008/09


	Alterations to Street Lighting Silver Street and Hazel Avenue


	Shane Bailey of Devon County Council street lighting had confirmed that due to the disappointing response from the residents of Hazel Avenue and Silver Street, Corilhead that the lighting would remain on as currently.  However, the wattage of the lights would be reduced.  Council AGREED that in view of the results of the survey that this would be acceptable.



	143/2008/09


	Affordable Housing – The Way Forward


	The details of the seminar were noted.



	144/2008/09


	Request for Use of Village Green

On 11 April 2009


	The Rotary Club of Braunton had requested use of the Village Green for a Treasure Hunt between the hours of 9.00 am – 3.00 pm on Easter Saturday 11 April 2009 and this was AGREED.



	145/2008/09
	Items to Note
	Items (a) to (h) were received and noted.  




IN COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following matters.
	146/2008/09
	Report of Radon Measurements
	The Chairman informed members that following the radon report, the Health and Safety Advisor at North Devon Council had reviewed the report and had spoken to the Health Protection Agency on Council’s behalf.  They had AGREED that two monitors be put in affected areas to do a winter monitor for December, January and February and then the results would be looked at following this.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

.................................................. The Chairman
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