BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 8 September 2008

	


	Present

	Cllrs Mrs Chesters (NDC), in the Chair, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Wellstead, Mrs Smith, Mrs Palmer, Mrs Jenkins (DCC), Mrs Chugg (NDC), Lord, Welch, Lucas (NDC), Ash, Daniel (NDC), Hoult.



	085/2008/09
	Apologies

	Were received from Cllr Alexander



	086/2008/09
	Replies to any

Questions

Submitted by the

Public in

Accordance with

Standing Order 45 


	There were no questions



	087/2008/09
	Minutes


	(a) The minutes of the full Council meeting held on 11 August 2008 were approved and signed.

(b) Minutes of the Additional Planning meeting held on 26 August 2008 were approved and signed.



	088/2008/09
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in Minute No. 098/2008/09.  Cllr Ash declared a prejudicial interest in Planning Application 47188.     



	089/2008/09


	Police Representation


	The Chairman welcomed Sgt Jeff Pearce and PC Fry to the meeting.  Sgt Pearce reported that the crime figures were significantly down on the same period for the previous year with a reduction of 17 crimes.  There had been some incidences of criminal damage but these were also well down.  This was mainly damage to vehicles with no particular pattern.   There had been some incidences, which had involved some youths from Barnstaple, and this had been dealt with.  Two lots of cannabis had been seized from some youth in the village under The Stop and Check Scheme.  Sgt Pearce stated that he felt that this sent a useful message as it backed up the community intelligence that they had received.  There had been a rise in under age drinking but crime figures had not risen accordingly.  A lot had been seized and confiscated. 

Cllr Mrs Chesters queried why the police had been against the temporary event notice for the EX33 event that was to be held in the recreation ground.  PC Fry stated that the Police Licensing Officer had advised that they felt it was not suitable for the event to be licensed due to issues with under age drinking. 

It was AGREED to bring Item 12 The Proposed Siting of a BMX Track forward to this point.  



	090/2008/09


	Proposed Siting of a BMX Track
	Sgt Pearce thanked the Cllrs that had turned out to look at the proposed sights for the track.  He stated that he had had a meeting with Cllr Brian Greenslade, DCC and that Cllr Mrs Jenny Jenkins, DCC had pledged £25,000 towards the project.  The total cost of the project would be in the region of £35,000 in order to provide a regional class facility and it was hoped to encourage further funding.  He had been in contact with designers and other stakeholders and the project was ready to go pending finding some land.  Batts Meadow was the proposed site and Cllr Mrs Chesters had approached North Devon Council for their input as the owner of the land, to see whether this would be feasible.  She stated that they were sending an officer to do a sound check and this would be discussed further at the Braunton Locality Forum Meeting on 24 September 2008.  The management and organisation of the track were discussed and Sgt Pearce reported that a local cycle business was prepared to run this for the village.  They were members of The British Cycle Association and carried all the necessary insurance.  Cllr Mrs Palmer stated that she felt that Batts Meadow was not a suitable site for the track for several reasons, which included the disruption to the wildlife and the fact that it was a flood plain.  Cllrs were generally in favour of the siting of the BMX track and Sgt Pearce stated that he was arranging a site visit with the builder.  Cllr Mrs Chesters to pursue the matter with North Devon Council. 

It was AGREED to bring item 17, Proposed Closure of the Braunton Bowl, forward to this point. 

 

	091/2008/09


	Proposed Closure of The Braunton Bowl
	A letter had been received from the users of the bowl regarding the closure of the area.  It was AGREED to suspend Standing Orders to allow Helen Knight and John Rodney Jones, the Trustees of The Youth Centre, to speak.  Mrs Knight reported that the bowl had been closed due to graffiti, litter and the anti-social behaviour and this was as a result of a call from North Devon Council’s Environmental Health Officers.  The Trustees felt that in order to open the bowl again there needed to be significantly more input from adults, parents and better management on a day to day basis to challenge the young peoples’ behaviour and to improve the area.  PC Fry also stated that he felt it needed some form of adult leadership and management.  Simon Cowen, DCC Youth Service said that he applauded the work that The Trustees had done.  He was aware that the Youth Tutor at the centre did go out on a regular basis with the youth to do a litter pick.  He also reported on plans that the youth service had for put fencing in the area and repairs to the building as a whole.  The Parish Council AGREED that it was fully in support of all parties working together in order to keep The Bowl open and that they were committed to working with the community to achieve this.  It was AGREED that a meeting would be arranged to invite the Parish Council, the Youth Service, the Trustees, the police, members of the public including the skaters and their parents to a general meeting to discuss how this could be taken forward and the bowl re-opened.

It was AGREED to bring item 11, Removal of the Touchstone at the rear of The Anchor,  forward to this point. 



	092/2008/09
	Removal of Touchstone at the Rear of The Anchor
	The Touchstone project had been undertaken by the Youth Service several years ago and unfortunately was subject to much vandalism and anti-social behaviour.  It was AGREED that it should now be removed. However, this was not to be done until the bowl had been re-opened.  It was also AGREED to look at the lighting in the area.



	093/2008/09


	Finance


	(a) The cheques on the schedule were approved and  

      drawn in the total sum of £6,591.49.

(b) Statement of Accounts for August was not available.



	094/2008/09


	Action Sheet
	This was noted.

It was AGREED to move item 14, Proposal to Remove Street Light in Silver Street, to this point on the Agenda.



	095/2008/09
	Proposal to Remove Street Light in Silver Street
	Following a previous request for the removal of a light on Silver Street, letters had been received from Mr Lord of Silver Street who had suggested several options to reduce the energy consumption and the intensity of the light and a further letter had been received from Mr W Davies of Silver Street on behalf of two of his neighbours.  Mr Davies stated that he was going to be installing a high quality sensor light on the wall of his house and therefore the area would not be in total darkness.  Cllr Mrs Jenkins reported that she did not believe that DCC Highways would agree to the suggestion that relied on private individuals providing lights.  However, she AGREED that she would discuss this further with the street lighting engineer and report back to Council.



	096/2008/09
	Planning
	Cllr Mrs Smith took the Chair.

See attached sheets.  

Cllr Mrs Chesters resumed the Chair.



	097/2008/09
	Report from North Devon  Councillors
	Cllr Mrs Chugg reported back briefly on the North Devon Council formal response to the Unitary proposal for Devon. 



	098/2008/09
	Proposed Extension to Caen Medical Centre


	Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in the item,

Following the recent site meeting at The Medical Centre, Council were expecting to receive costings and details of the possible three other options for the proposed extension.  Whilst Council felt it was keen to support an extension, which would provide additional facilities, it was not minded to support the preferred option without seeing details of the others.  Council therefore AGREED that it would request details of the other three options in order for it to make an informed decision.

Cllr Mrs Chugg left the meeting at 9.40pm.



	099/2008/09
	Replacement Street Lighting in Hazel Avenue


	A letter had been received from Shane Bayley, the street lighting engineer at Devon County Council, informing the Parish Council that the street lighting in Hazel Avenue, Braunton was in need of replacement due to the aging condition of the equipment.  In the circumstances Devon County Council were looking to install lower wattage equipment which would light the road to the correct standard and install part night photo-electric cells which would switch the lights off around midnight and bring the lights back at 6.00am.  Devon County Council asked the Parish Council to conduct a survey of the residents of Hazel Avenue and Berry Road, as these were the residents that would be affected, to ask if they were in favour of the lights going off at midnight.  Council AGREED to undertake the survey.  Cllr Lucas said that he would be happy to distribute the letters.



	100/2008/09


	North Devon’s Biosphere Reserve Strategy and Action Plan 2008


	It was AGREED that members should read the Strategy and that it would be put on the next Agenda for any comments.  

Cllr Mrs Jenkins left the meeting at 9.50pm.



	101/2008/09


	Car Parking at Vellator Quay
	The Parish Council had been concerned for some time regarding the parking at Vellator Quay and the Clerk had met with Mr Martin Caddy of the Northern Devon Coast and Countryside Service who were responsible for the coastal path that runs across The Quay.  Council was keen to prevent the parking but also was aware that the coastal path could not be obstructed.  Following the site visit, Mr Caddy had advised that a gate should be installed across the boundary of the Parish Council land with a pedestrian access.  This would be directly over the bridge leading to the left hand side of The Quay and would not prevent any access to the coastal path.  The slipway side on the right hand of The Quay could not be obstructed, however, boulders and/or bollards should be put at some point on the path to prevent cars parking on that side of The Quay.  This was AGREED.



	102/2008/09


	The Local Authorities (Indemnities for Members and Officers) Order 2004


	This was noted.

	103/2008/09


	DAPC Annual General Meeting – 27 September 2008
	This was noted and the Chairman requested that if anybody intended to attend to inform The Clerk.



	104/2008/09


	Application for the Grant of a Premises Licence – Tesco Stores Ltd, Velator Way
	This was also noted, however, there was a query regarding the selling of alcohol from 10.00 hours to 22.30 hours on a Sunday.  Cllr Mrs Chesters to raise with North Devon Council Licensing Department.



	105/2008/09


	Inaugural meeting of Fullabrook Wind Farm Community Interest Company (CIC) – 9 October 2008
	This was noted and the Chairman encouraged as many members as possible to attend the meeting.



	106/2008/06


	Dates for Parks & Gardens and Property Committee Meetings
	These to be arranged at a later date.



	107/2008/09
	Items to Note
	Items (a) to (s) were received and noted.  




It was AGREED to suspend standing orders to allow the meeting to continue past 10.00pm.

IN COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following matters.
	108/2008/09
	Braunton Youth Centre – Rent Review
	It was AGREED to accept Webbers valuation of the rent, which due to the restrictive nature of the lease, would be difficult to increase.

The meeting closed at 10.15pm.

.........................................  The Chairman.
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