
	BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber at 6.00pm on Thursday, 10 July 2008


	Present


	Cllrs Mrs Palmer, in the Chair, Mrs Chugg, Mrs Smith, Mrs Chesters, Hoult, Lucas and Mrs Shapland.  



	Elect Chairman


	There was one nomination; Cllr Mrs Palmer who was duly elected.



	Apologies
	Cllr Lucas apologised that due to a previous appointment he would have to leave the meeting early.



	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Mrs Palmer declared a prejudicial interest in item 10. Review of allotment rents.

	Minutes


	Minutes of the Parks & Gardens meeting held on 28 January 2008 were signed.



	Knowle Play Area

(a) Replacement    

     Fence

(b) Proposals for

     New Equipment


	The Chairman informed members that one quotation had been received for the replacement of the fence on the left had side of the play area.  The budgeted amount was not sufficient to do the remaining fence on the right hand side and it was AGREED to obtain further quotations and carry any amount left over for the new equipment.

The Chairman outlined the proposed new equipment, which had been identified by parents in the area.  This included adventure trail equipment of intertwine, Burma bridge, twin balance beam and swing bars, and a spring disc and Saturn bouncer.  It was AGREED to accept the quotation for the equipment and associated supply and installation costs of £5458.00 from Playdale Playgrounds Ltd.  The cost of a picnic table and the need for new bins to be investigated.

Cllr Lucas left the meeting during this discussion.



	Replacement Bin at Mowstead Green Play Area
	It was AGREED that the Clerk investigate a robust replacement bin, with a lid, to a maximum budget of £196.00, this being the cost of a Topsy 2000 bin should nothing more suitable be found.

	Seat Audit and Proposals for Repairs to Metal Seats
	The Chairman informed members that many of the metal seats were in need of repair and that it was a very labour intensive job.  It was AGREED that the Chairman would look at all the seats in question and an amount be put in the 09/10 budget for either repair or replacement depending on their location.



	Partial Removal of Wall at left Hand Side of Anchor
	It was AGREED that in order to make the area more accessible and visible approx 6ft be removed from the wall and lowered.  If Council staff could not do the work then estimates to be sought.  



	Play Ground Inspection Reports
	All of the outstanding works on the reports had been undertaken including the repair to the fence in Chaloners Road play area and new No Dog signs in all 3 areas.  The remaining item raised was the multi activity unit in Chaloners Road play area which was in a very poor state of repair and due to corrosion could be potentially dangerous.  It was AGREED that this should be removed and the budget for 2009/2010 looked at to see if there were sufficient funds to extend the new adventure trail.

Signs to go up before the removal to inform the public the reasons for its removal.

Cllr Mrs Palmer declared a prejudicial interest in the following item and left the room.  Cllr Mrs Chesters took the Chair.



	Review of Allotment Rents 
	The Chairman informed members that the allotment rents were currently £6.76 for Limetree and £19.91 and £10.00 for Southview.  These amounts had not been increased since 2001.  It was AGREED that due to the increased running costs and the high demand for the allotments that the rents should be increased to £10.00, £30.00 and £15.00 respectively from 1.1.09.  The rents to be reviewed every 2 years.

Cllr Mrs Palmer returned to the room and resumed the                            Chair.



	
	The meeting closed at 7.00 pm.

…………………………………….Chairman
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