BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Additional Meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Council Chamber at 7.00pm on Monday, 27 June 2011
	Present


	Cllrs Mrs Shapland, in the Chair, Mrs Chesters, Mrs Smith and Lucas, Mrs Chugg, Anderson, Spear, Mrs Spear, Mrs Blackmore, Mrs Woodford and Bonds.



	Apologies


	Were received from Councillor Gilbert.


	Declarations of Interest


	Councillor Mrs Chugg declared a Personal interest in item (a) 52323, as the applicant is known to her.

Councillor Bonds declared a Personal interest in item (a) 52323, as the architect is known to him.

All Members of the Council declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in item (d) 52367, as the Council is the landowner.

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously agreed to bring item 4 – Old Quarry forward to allow time for the Chairman of Finance & Administration Committee to arrive to present the cheques.


	Old Quarry, Braunton


	a. The Parish Clerk reported that the Council’s insurer had been informed of the Council’s intentions to carry out remedial safety works to the Old Quarry.  The Council insurer considered the Council to be fulfilling its duties under reasonable precautions, and therefore confirmed that its actions were compliant with its existing insurance policy.

Councillor Mrs Woodford entered the meeting at this point.

b. Members were tabled a copy of three quotations received to carry out the remedial safety works at the Old Quarry site in Braunton.  Councillor Mrs Blackmore requested if the three contractors who had quoted possessed the relevant insurance and qualifications.  It was noted that any contractor appointed would be subject to them providing copies of relevant qualifications and insurance cover. 

Councillor Lucas suggested that it would be more cost effective for the Council to hire the equipment needed and have the work done in-house or by a volunteer.  The Chairman explained that the Parish Clerk had been in discussions with the Council’s insurer regarding a volunteer carrying out these safety works.  The Parish Clerk read out to Members the response received from the Council’s insurer.  It was noted that the Council’s insurer would require copies of qualifications to operate machinery, an agreement between the Council and volunteer defining and specifying roles and responsibilities, a risk assessment and health and safety method statement signed off by both parties. The insurance company would also need to inspect the site before and after the work is completed.  Councillor Bonds noted that this would be a lengthy and bureaucratic process, and would also place a high level of liability on the Council.  He was of the opinion that it was not a possible route for the Council to pursue.

Members were concerned that these works had not been budgeted for, and that the quotations were not fixed prices, which could result in the safety works costing the Council more once work had begun.

RESOLVED:  That the Council investigates pursuing the Tender process to obtain fixed prices.



	Finance


	The cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the sum of £3,455.81. 




Planning

Cllrs Mrs Chugg, Mrs Chesters, Lucas and Spear in their capacity as North Devon District Councillors, stated that any opinions expressed during discussions on the following planning application represent a preliminary view and that they will naturally reconsider applications fresh when presented all the facts at principal level.

Councillors Mrs Chugg and Bonds declared a Personal interest in the following application.

(a) 52323
Outline application for erection of a dwelling & creation of access at 


garden of 13 The Grange, Braunton.

Comment
Recommend approval, subject to the proposed property being a chalet bungalow and all first floor windows facing towards the roads.  

If the North Devon Council is mindful to approve this application the Council would like to request that the height of the property is restricted where possible to ensure that the building is less intrusive on neighbouring properties.

Councillors Mrs Smith, Anderson and Mrs Woodford abstained from voting on this item, and requested that their abstentions be recorded.

(7.1.3abs)

(b) 52273
Extensions to dwelling & erection of porch at 3 Ashton Crescent, 



Braunton.

Comment
Recommend approval.

(c) 52350
Removal of condition 6 (restrictions on use of site) attached to planning



permission 47558 at Shirmart Caravan Site, Halsinger, Braunton  
Comment
It was agreed that comment on this application would be deferred until advice had been sought from the Planning Department regarding legal implications.

All Members of the Council declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in the following item.

(d) 52367
Siting of 1 externally illuminated sign at The Yard, Caen Street, 



Braunton.

Comment
No comment was made, as the Council are the landowners.

(e) 52332
Erection of garden storage shed at Windyridge, Saunton.

Comment
Recommend approval.

(f) 52346
Raising of roof & conversion of loft space to form additional room &



first floor terrace for pre-school nursery at West Hill House, West Hill,



Braunton.

Comment
Recommend approval.

NOTICES OF DECISION

Permission for Development

52182

Application for consent for works to trees covered by a tree 



preservation order in respect of felling 1 x ash (t1) & 1 x Holm Oak



(T2) at Hilbre, Higher Park Road, Braunton.

52081

Extension to dwelling at 21 Hills View, Braunton. 

51974

Change of use of land to form burial ground & creation of access at



adjacent churchyard St Brannocks Church, Braunton.

52098

Extension to dwelling at 38 Saunton Road, Braunton.

The meeting closed at 8.20p.m.

...................................................The Chairman
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