BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Finance & Administration Committee meeting held in the Council Chamber at 6.30pm on Monday 31 October 2011
	Present
	Cllr Cornick, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Spear, Spear, Anderson and Mrs Chesters.


	FA/07/2011/12
	Apologies


	Received from Cllr Mrs Smith.

A member of the public stated that with central government cuts savings are being sought at all levels and cuts to grants and precepts will be inevitable.  She requested if the Council should be embarking on projects such as parking permits in today’s climate.

The Chairman responded that the Council were waiting for costs from other authorities before proceeding and that administration costs for such a scheme would be largely minimal.



	FA/08/2011/12
	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Mrs Spear declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in Minute number FA/11/2011/12(i), as she is the Treasurer of Braunton Access Group.

Cllr Spear declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in Minute number 2011/12(i), as he is a member of the Braunton Access Group.

Cllr Spear declared a Personal interest in Minute number FA/14/2011/12, as he a North Devon Executive Member.

Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in Minute number FA/11/2011/12(d), as she a member of the Braunton & District Publicity Association.

Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in Minute number FA/11/2011/12(k), as she is a employee of St. Brannock’s Church.


	
	
	Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a Personal interest in Minute number FA/11/12011/12(i), as she is the Parish Councils representative on the Braunton Access Group.

Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a Personal interest in Minute number FA/11/2011/12(e), as she is the Parish Councils representative on the Twinning Association.

Cllr Cornick declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in Minute number FA/13/2011/12, as he is an allotment tenant at South View allotment site.

Cllr Anderson declared a Personal interest in Minute number FA/13/2011/12, as he is on the waiting list for the Lime Trees allotment site. 


	FA/09/2011/12
	Minutes
	The minutes of the Finance & Administration meeting held on 18 October 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, subject to ‘as available’ being added to Minute number FA/05/2011/12(b).



	FA/10/2011/12


	Parish Vehicle Annual Insurance


	RECOMMENDED:  That Council approves 12 months insurance cover with Ascot for £1,094.08.

	FA/11/2011/12
	Parish Grant Applications for 2012


	Cllr Spear and Mrs Spear declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in the application received from Braunton Access Group and left the meeting whilst it was discussed.  Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in the application received from the Braunton & District Publicity Association and left the meeting whilst it was discussed.  Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in the application received from St. Brannock’s Church and left the meeting whilst it was discussed.

Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a Personal interest in the applications received from the Braunton Access Group and Braunton Twinning Association.

Applications were received and grants awarded as shown in appendix A.

Cllr Spear, Mrs Spear, Mrs Chesters and Mrs Shapland returned to the meeting.



	FA/12/2011/12
	Completion of Annual Audit year ended 31 March 2011


	RECOMMENDED:  It be noted that the Annual Audit return was received back from District Audit with no matters arising. 



	FA/13/2011/12
	Four-year Development Plan
	Councillor Cornick and Anderson declared a Personal interest.

The Committee considered the four-year development plans of Finance and Administration, Parks and Gardens and Property.

Members discussed the Finance and Administration Committees action ‘to implement annual efficiency saving and ongoing service improvements’.  It was suggested that the Committee should investigate partnership working with other authorities to maintain the open spaces within the parish boundaries.  It was also discussed that the Council should be looking at providing additional allotment plots in the village.

Following consideration of the Property Committee action plan it was suggested that ‘repairs to the Illingworth Shelter roof’ should be ongoing.

RECOMMENDED: That the Committees four-year development plans be approved, subject to the above amendments.

 

	FA/14/2011/12
	Parish Grant Review Consultation
	The Committee considered the Parish Grant Review Consultation received from North Devon Council.  Members were concerned regarding the impact this could have on the Council budget.

RECOMMENDED: That the Parish Grant Review Consultation be referred to the November full Council for consideration.



	FA/15/2011/12
	Budget 2012/13
	a. Members considered its draft budget for 2012/13.

RECOMMENDED:  That £12,000 be allocated for Insurance, £1,500 be allocated for IT & Training and £5,600 be allocated for Grants.

b. Members consider the Council’s draft budget for 2012/13.

RECOMMENDED:

i. That the Council’s budget for 2012/13 be £167,891 as detailed in Appendix B.

ii. That there be no increase in the Councils precept and it remain at £124,502 for 2012/13.



	IN COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972 Sch. 12a Pt(1).



	FA/16/2011/12
	Staff Probationary Review
	It was noted that the Parish Clerk and two Assistant Parish Clerks had successfully completed their probationary periods.

RECOMMENDED:  All three probationary reviews be approved and adopted by Council and the Parish Clerk’s contract of employment be amended to 37 hours per week.



	FA/17/2011/12
	Staff Salary Review
	Members noted that the National Joint Agreement via the National Association of Local Councils had announced that there would be no salary increase for 2011/12.

The Committee considered a salary increase for those members of staff who are not part of the National Joint Agreement.

RECOMMENDED:  That no salary increase be given for 2011/12.


	
	The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

………………………………………Chairman
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