BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 11 June 2012

	


	Present

Also in attendance


	Cllr Mrs Spear in the Chair, Cllrs Mrs Chugg, Mrs Chesters, Mrs Shapland, Lucas, Mrs Blackmore, Cornick, Mrs Woodford, Spear, Anderson, Mrs Smith and Gilbert.

Miss Tracey Weaver, Parish Clerk.

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously agreed to move forward items 23 and 24 on the agenda to be dealt with as the first business in Committee, to enable Cllrs Lucas and Mrs Chesters to remain the meeting.



	035/2012/13
	Apologies
	Received from Councillor Bonds.



	036/2012/13
	Questions from the Public
	None received.



	037/2012/13
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	The Chairman reported that the Countryside Centre would like to hold a 361 Energy Action event in the area at the front of the Centre on Saturday 30 June 2012, as this area belonged to the Parish Council it would be on the next agenda for Members to formally consider.

	038/2012/13
	Declarations of Interest


	Councillor Lucas declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in minute number 051/2012/13(a) and 059/2012/13, as he is the Chairman of the Braunton and District Museum.

Councillor Lucas declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in minute number 051/2012/13, as he is the Chairman of the St. John Ambulance Braunton Division.

Councillor Gilbert declared a Personal interest in minute number 050/2012/13(b), as he is a resident in South Street.

Councillor Mrs Chesters declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in minute number 059/2012/13, as she is the Chairman of the Braunton and District Publicity Association.

Councillor Anderson declared a Personal interest in minute number 043/2012/13(d), as the applicant is known to him.

All Members declared a Personal interest in minute number 043/2012/13(f), as the Council is an adjoining land owner.

Councillor Mrs Chesters declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in minute number 051/2012/13(a), as she is the ex-Chairman of the Braunton and District Publicity Association.

Councillor Mrs Chugg declared a Personal interest in minute number 053/2012/13, as she is a member of the Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue.



	039/2012/13
	Minutes


	a) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 14 May 2012 be approved and signed as a correct record.

b) RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Additional Council meeting held on 28 May 2012 be approved and signed as a correct record, subject to Minute Ref: 030/2012/13 declaration made by Cllr Mrs Shapland ‘objecting’ be amended to ‘objector’.

c) RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 30 May 2012 be ratified and adopted by the Council, subject to Cllr Cornick’s apologies being recorded and Minute Ref: FA/02/2012/13 ‘Councillor Lucas’ being added.

(N/C)



	040/2012/13


	Police Representation


	PC Langworthy reported on the recorded crime statistics over the past month.  There had been 17 crimes reported which were broken down into 2 reports of criminal damage, 2 motor offences, 4 assaults, 1 account of domestic violence, 5 thefts and 3 public order incidents.

PC Langworthy reported that the Police had experienced some difficulties with the new one-way system in South Street, as vehicles were still going the wrong way. The Police will be issuing a press release informing motorists that vehicles going the wrong way or reversing down the street will enforced

The Chairman thanked PC Langworthy for his report.



	041/2012/13
	Finance
	a. The cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £3313.07.

b.  The Statement of Accounts for April 2012 was received and noted.

 (N/C)



	042/2012/13
	Action Sheet
	Members noted that it still had not received a satisfactory response from Tesco Head Office regarding complaints of litter surrounding the store.  It was also noted that the play park was covered in litter and that the North Devon Council contractors were struggling to cut the grass.

RESOLVED: That: - 

a. the Council writes to Tesco Head Office requesting an update regarding the litter issues previously raised.

b. the Action Sheet be approved and noted.

(N/C)



	043/2012/13
	Planning
	The Chairman requested the Chairman of Planning, Councillor Mrs Smith, to present the planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet.



	044/2012/13


	Report from Devon County Councillor


	Councillor Mrs Chugg reported that the Fullabrook wind turbines were not working and that there seemed to be a problem with the sub station.  She could not report further on this matter at present as the County were waiting for more information.



	045/2012/13
	Report from North Devon Councillors
	Councillor Lucas reported that he was looking into a planning issue within the village and would report back to Council once he had more information.  There were no issues regarding the Personnel and Licencing Committees.

Councillor Spear informed Members that the AONB now had offices within the Civic Centre.  He reported that approximately 4000 people had lined the streets in Braunton to watch the Olympic Torch Relay and 300 people had watched it in Knowle.  The volunteers had done a tremendous job on the day with managing the large crowds.  North Devon Council had been praised for delivering the event in a professional and efficient manner.

Councillor Mrs Chesters explained that the parish grant was still be reviewed by North Devon Council and that they were asking parishes and towns to justify how they spend their parish grant money.



	046/2012/13


	Reports from Parish Council Representatives on Outside Bodies


	Councillor Mrs Chesters reported on the Braunton Volunteer Bureau, the charity has been in existence for the past 40 years.  In its early years it provided much needed services and support to the needy including distributing chopped wood to help keep homes heated.  Since the hospital stopped its car care service the Volunteer Bureau have assisted by providing a car service to those who need help to visit the health centre, shops and other appointments going as far Exeter.  It also provided a hospital care service but unfortunately this is no longer in existence.  There is a member of staff who mans the office and a small committee of volunteers runs the charity.  The charity is funded by way of a grant and the Pathfield Centre provides office space, but this arrangement may not be possible to continue in the future.  The charity is looking for more volunteers if anyone is interested they should contact the Volunteer Bureau’s office.



	047/2012/13
	Approve Council’s Annual Return 2011/12
	It was reported that as part of the Audit and Accounts Regulations, the Council was required to complete an annual return. A copy of the return for year ended 31 March 2012 was circulated to all members.

RESOLVED: That the Annual Return for 2011/12 including section two, be approved and the Chairman authorised to sign on behalf of the Parish Council.

(N/C)

	048/2012/13


	Internal Control Audit


	a. Members considered the Statement of Internal Control, which was circulated prior to the meeting. 

RESOLVED:  That the Statement of Internal Control be noted.

(N/C)

b. RESOLVED:  That Cllrs Mrs Smith and Lucas be appointed as the internal control auditors for 2012/13.

(N/C)



	049/2012/13


	Caen Street Car Park Permit Scheme


	a. Residential Permit Scheme, Caen Street Overflow Car Park. 

Members considered a report regarding the Caen Street Car Park Resident Permit Scheme attached as Appendix A.

Signage

The Parish Clerk reported that North Devon Council would assist with the updating of the signage in the Caen Street car park and recommended that the following be carried out with effect from the 1 October 2012.

· Existing charging signs x 3

· Bottom panel on each needs replacing (order and weight info out of date)

· 1 new double post and sign for permits 

· NDC to provide wording.

· Existing motorcycle sign at Caen entrance order needs updating.

· Existing entrance sign Caen Street and South Street need to be amended to mention permit scheme.

· New signs and post warning of barrier height

· Caen entrance needs to be dropped to eye level and repositioned.

· South St entrance to be positioned on grass verge next to barrier.

· The Parish Council’s new logo to be put on all signs.

· Add wording to signage to inform people that pre-payment is available.

RESOLVED:  That the recommendations to update the signage in Caen Street car park be approved.

Advertising the Scheme

RESOLVED: That the recommendations as detailed in the appendix A be approved and adopted by Council.

Application Forms

RESOLVED: That the recommendations as detailed in the appendix A be approved and adopted by Council, subject to photographic identification being changed to valid proof of identification and proof of vehicle ownership applicants must provide their logbook.

Permit

RESOLVED: That the recommendations detailed in appendix A be approved and adopted by Council, subject to the following amendments: -

· Condition 3 – The permit is only valid in the overflow section of Caen Street car park and only for the vehicle registration(s) stated on the permit.

· Condition 4 – If you change your vehicle you must notify this office immediately.

· Condition 5 – Permits if lost must be repurchased at face value.

· Condition 6 – Your permit will not guarantee a space.

· Condition 8 – Permits will not be issued part way through the year except to an existing permit holder.

Monitoring of the Permit Scheme

RESOLVED: That the recommendations detailed in appendix A be approved and adopted by Council.

(N/C)

b. Request for Resident Permit to attend the Medical Centre

Members considered a request from a resident for a permit to enable him to park in the main car park when he is visiting the medical centre.   The resident suffers from a very severe heart/lung condition with chronic breathing difficulties and is reliant on frequent use of oxygen.  Due to his condition he finds it extremely difficult to walk to the pay and display metres in order to obtain a ticket.  Members were very sympathetic towards the residents needs, but felt that it would not be practical to supply him with permit in the main car park.  There were also concerns that the enforcement of the car park is contracted out and this may breach the terms and conditions of that contract.  It was also considered that a change to use in the main car park would need to be publicly consulted on and amended in the Off Street Parking Order.  It was suggested that as it is directly linked to the medical centre perhaps they might be in a better position to assist their patient by providing parking in their private car park at the rear of the medical centre.

RESOLVED:  That the Council approaches Caen Medical Centre to request if they can assist their patient with parking when visiting the centre.

(N/C)



	050/2012/13
	Highway Issues
	a. Members considered an email from a local resident regarding flooding issues and the general tidiness of the village.  Photographs of the areas raised by the resident were circulated amongst Members.  Members were in agreement with the issues that had been raised and it

RESOLVED: that the issues be forwarded onto Devon County Council in order that they can be dealt with by the Parish Mobile Lengthman. 

(N/C)

Councillor Gilbert declared a Personal interest.

b. The Council considered an email from a local resident regarding traffic congestion issues in Braunton.  County had reported that it would cost a considerable amount of money to relocate the pedestrian crossing in Exeter Road and there was no money allocated for this at present.  Members were concerned regarding the increased pollution that the congestion would cause in Braunton and felt that this should be referred to North Devon Council for monitoring.

RESOLVED:  That the issues raised regarding South Street and the traffic congestion in Braunton be forwarded onto Devon County Council for further consideration.

(N/C)



	051/2012/13
	Grant Applications


	Councillor Lucas and Mrs Chesters declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest and left the meeting.

Councillor Mrs Woodford left the meeting.

Councillor Spear declared Personal interest.

a. RESOLVED:  That the Braunton and District Museum be awarded a grant £1200 towards the provision of a tourism service in Braunton.

(N/C)

Councillor Mrs Chesters and Lucas returned to the meeting.

b. Members considered a letter dated 5 October 2011 received Christ Church requesting a grant for 2012/13.  The Parish Clerk explained that the application for a grant had not been received in the office last October and that this was only brought to the Council attention in May 2012 when Christ Church visited the Council office to enquire if they had been successful in being awarded a grant.  Council noted that there was no evidence regarding whether the original application had been hand delivered to the Council office, due to this discrepancy Members

RESOLVED: To consider a donation to Christ Church as a good will gesture, and that the Parish Clerk be requested to obtain specific details regarding what the donation would be spent on.

(8.3)



	052/2012/13
	Hire of Village Green
	RESOLVED: That Mrs Durham be granted permission to use the Village Green on Saturday 30 June and a Saturday in July 2012 to sell raffle tickets for the Big Day Out.

(N/C)



	053/2012/13
	Braunton Fire Station
	Councillor Lucas reported that he was concerned regarding the operating hours of the Fire Station in Braunton.  He circulated amongst Members statistics regarding the operating hours of Braunton Fire Station compared with surrounding fire stations in other towns and villages.  The main reason for the operating hours being low in Braunton is due to the fact that they need more volunteers willing to be trained.  Members shared Councillor Lucas’s concerns regarding the future of the fire station in Braunton and 

RESOLVED: To invite Mr Peter Bonds to a future Council meeting to discuss how the operating hours can be increased.

(N/C)



	054/2012/13
	Items to Note
	Items (a) – (f) were noted.


IN COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972 Sch. 12a Pt (1) and (3).

	055/2012/13
	Planning
	(e) 54108
Variation of Condition 2 (approved plans), 13 (garaging & vehicle parking) & deed of variation to the S106 Agreement attached to planning permission 53145 to provide 12 affordable & 11 open market dwellings at land adjacent to 86 Velator Bridge, Braunton.

Comment
Recommend approval.

(9.2)

	056/2012/13
	Braunton  Volunteers
	Members considered a letter dated 30 May 2012 from the Braunton Volunteers regarding the provision of office space.

RESOLVED:  That the Council writes to the Braunton Volunteers explaining that it has not vacant office space at present and suggest that it contact Devon County Council regarding the Cottage at Caen Street School.

(N/C)

	057/2012/13
	Staffing Issues
	The Parish Council informed Members that staff number 7 had handed in his resignation.

RESOLVED: That the Council accepts the written resignation of staff number 7, and that the Parish Clerk be authorised to use agency staff until the post has been reappointed.

(N/C)

Councillor Spear proposed and it was unanimously agreed that the S.O. be adopted to continue the meeting past 2 hours and 55 minutes.

Councillor Lucas declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest and left the meeting.



	058/2012/13
	Braunton Police Station
	Members considered a request from the Police to lift the restrictive covenant 3(b) to enable the police station in Braunton to be used for another purpose other than a police station.

RESOLVED:  That the Council would not lift the restrictive covenant 3(b) at present and would be willing to enter into discussion with the Police regarding the future use of the Police Station.

(N/C)

Councillor Mrs Chesters declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest and left the meeting.

Councillor Mrs Blackmore declared a Personal interest.



	059/2012/13
	Bakehouse Centre Lease
	The Council considered advice from its solicitor regarding the new lease with the Braunton and District Museum for the Bakehouse Centre. Members also considered a request from the former tenant’s to continue to have storage space beyond the end of the lease in order for them to make the necessary arrangements to remove their belongings.

RESOLVED: That 

a) That Council issues a new lease to the Braunton and District Museum for the Bakehouse Centre and that the advice regarding the new lease be sought from the Council solicitor.

b) That the Council to cover its own legal expenses regarding the new lease.

c) The former tenant’s be granted an addition month until 16 July 2012 to store their belongings in the first floor back office.

(N/C)


The meeting closed at 10.11 p.m.

...................................................The Chairman
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