BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held in the Council Chamber at 10am on Friday, 26 November 2010.

	Present
	Cllr Lucas (NDC), in the Chair, Cllrs Mrs Chugg (DCC & NDC), Mrs Wellstead, Mrs Chesters (NDC), Daniel (NDC) and Ash. 



	Apologies


	Were received from Cllr Mrs Smith.



	Declarations of Interests


	Cllr Mrs Wellstead declared a personal interest in Braunton & District Museum and a prejudicial interest in Braunton Volunteer Bureau under Item 4.  Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a personal interest in Braunton Volunteer Bureau and a prejudicial interest in the BDPA and Southmead School under Item 4. Cllr Daniel declared a personal interest in the BDPA.  Cllr Lucas declared a personal interest in St Brannock’s Church and a prejudicial interest in Braunton Museum under Item 4.  

All declarations were made under Parish Grant Applications.  



	Minutes


	The minutes of the Finance & Administration Meeting held on 24 November 2009 were signed.

Cllr Mrs Wellstead declared a prejudicial interest in the application for Braunton Volunteer Bureau and left the room whilst this application was discussed.  

Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a prejudicial interest in the applications for the BDPA and Southmead School and left the room on both occasions whilst these applications were discussed.

Cllr Lucas declared a prejudicial interest in the applications for the Braunton Museum and St Brannock’s Church, including The Street Pastor Scheme, and left the room on both occasions whilst these applications were discussed. 

Cllr Mrs Chugg declared a personal interest in the application for the BDPA at the time it was being discussed. 

Cllr Daniel took the Chair in the absence of Cllr Lucas.



	Parish Grant Applications 2011
	Applications were received and grants awarded as shown over, under Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972.

Cllrs Mrs Wellstead, Mrs Chesters and Lucas all returned to the room.



	Completion of Annual Audit


	The Annual Audit return was received back from District Audit with no matters arising and was noted.



	Review of Parish Hall Charges


	It was AGREED that due to the continuing economic climate Council would wish to continue to support local charities and organisations who use the hall for fundraising and other community events, at a time of risings costs.  Therefore, it was AGREED that for the fourth consecutive year there would be no increase in the parish hall charges for 2011.  



	Draft Budget 2011/2012
	It was AGREED to present the proposed budget to Full Council for approval at its meeting on Monday, 13 December 2010. 

Cllr Mrs Chesters requested a breakdown of all Parks & Gardens existing contracts to be made available.




IN COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following matters.

	Staff Salary Review 
	The Assistant Parish Clerk informed members that there was 2% allocated in the current budget to cover any increases in staff salaries and that the National Final Salary Award had still not been agreed.  It was AGREED that a final decision on staff salaries could not be made at present pending the final outcome of the National Final Salary Award. 



	Retirement of Parish Clerk on Ill-Health Grounds and Future Arrangements
	Forms IHCURR1, IHCURR2 and EAS2 were received in respect of Mrs Nicola Ward, the Parish Clerk, for consideration.  It was AGREED to sign the forms to authorise Mrs Ward’s retirement on ill-health grounds with effect from 31 December 2010 and forward to Devon Pension Services for necessary action.

Members noted that in accordance with her Contract of Employment, the Assistant Parish Clerk’s salary was to be increased to LC2 scale point 35 when the Clerk is absent for more than 1 week other than annual leave.  

It was AGREED that members of the Finance & Administration Committee would meet informally on Thursday, 16 December 2010 to view all existing staff contracts.







The meeting closed at 1pm.




.............................................  Chairman.
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