
	BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber at 6.00pm on Monday, 27 October 2008


	Present


	Cllrs Mrs Palmer, in the Chair, Mrs Chesters, Hoult, Lucas and Mrs Shapland.  



	Apologies
	Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Chugg.



	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Mrs Shapland declared a personal interest in item 8. 

	Minutes


	Minutes of the Parks & Gardens meeting held on 10 July 2008 were signed.



	Knowle Play Area

(a) Replacement    

     Fence

(b) Bins and Seating


	Two quotations had been received for the replacement of the left hand side fence in Knowle play area.  It was AGREED to accept the quotation from Bulmer Fencing Contractors in the sum of £1,773.00 plus VAT.

In order to complete the refurbishment of Knowle play area it was AGREED to purchase a Topsy Jubilee bin, a Kimberton seat and a matching Weston picnic table in the sum of £625.00 plus VAT.



	Replacement Equipment at Chaloners Road Play Area
	Chairman informed members that plans had been drawn up for some equipment, which it was hoped that it would be possible to fund in the future.  Cllr Mrs Chesters said that it was that there maybe be some Section 106 money available via North Devon Council’s Braunton Locality Forum for the play areas in the parish.  It was AGREED to contact Playdale, the play provider, to ask them for details of some more inclusive equipment which would comply with the Disability Discrimination Act.



	Grass Cutting Contract
	A formal tender process had been undertaken and four tenders had been received.  It was AGREED to accept the tender from S M Wightman in the sum of £5,150.52 plus VAT fixed for three years.



	Dog Litter Bins

(a) Replacement of x3 existing bins   

(b) Provision of new bins


	Council’s current contractor J J Bins, who emptied the dog waste bins, was able to replace the existing bins with 85 litre bins, twice the size of the existing ones, at a cost of £100.00 each including fitting.  It was AGREED to replace the 3 bins in the Parish Council’s ownership.

A letter had been received from Jake Almond and Ellie Gilkes, both 12 years old, requesting more dog litter bins to be placed in the village.  The areas that were suggested were in front of The George Inn, the Esso Garage, Nat West Bank, John Wensley’s and Melian Pet Supplies.  It was AGREED to write back and explain why it was not possible for the Parish Council to place bins in these areas.  However, it was also AGREED that it might be possible to put a further dog waste bin in the area of the Tarka Trail to the rear of Wensley’s Newsagents.  John Wensley to be contacted to see if he had any objections and an amount to be put into next year’s budget for the cost of the new bin and the emptying.  A letter of response to be sent to explain this to Jake Almond and Ellie Gilkes and thank them for their interest in the matter.

  

	Removal of Braunton in Bloom Tubs and Shrub Bed, Caen Street
	Cllr Mrs Shapland informed members that the shrub bed on the entrance to Caen Street car park, although planted by Braunton in Bloom, was the responsibility of the Parish Council.  It was therefore AGREED to remove the shrubs in the bed in order to alleviate the problems in that area.  However, the bed was planted originally to ensure that there was no parking on the verge and further measures to be looked at to ensure that this did not re-occur. 

It was AGREED to contact the Youth Centre regarding the concrete tubs outside the building to see if they would keep up the annual maintenance of them.  It was also AGREED that the Parish Council would take over the existing Braunton in Bloom tubs that were in the car park.  It was suggested that some of the tubs might be moved to the Caen Street entrance to prevent the parking, as previously discussed.



	Removal of Shrubs on Roundabout Entrance to Caen Street Car Park
	Chairman informed members that the shrubs had outgrown their life and that the palm trees caused major problems with grass cutting, as they all had to be collected by hand before the grass could be cut.  It was AGREED to remove the shrubs and the palm trees on the roundabout and look at a suitable replacement.  It was AGREED that Council would like  to invite members of the public and the youth within the village to look at suggestions for something suitable to go on the roundabout that would be in keeping with the history of Braunton.



	Purchase of Litter Bin for Picnic Area Adjacent to River Caen


	It was AGREED to purchase a Topsy Jubilee bin in green and the Clerk to look at the cost of a corporate plaque to go on the bins.  As the Parish Council litterbins in the car park were to be replaced in the next Financial Year, it was AGREED that the corporate colour of green, which would match the car park machines and signage, would be appropriate.



	
	The meeting closed at 6.57pm.

…………………………………….Chairman
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