BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parks and Gardens Committee held in the Council Chamber at 5.00 pm on Tuesday 16 October 2012

	Present
	Cllr Mrs Chugg in the Chair, Mrs Blackmore, Mrs Spear, Mrs Chesters and Lucas.



	Also in Attendance
	Anne Benham-Clarke (Assistant Parish Clerk)

	PG/12/2011/12
	Apologies
	Cllr Mrs Marguerite Shapland



	PG/13/2011/12
	Declarations of.

Interest


	None received.

	PG/14/2011/12
	Minutes
	The Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on 31 July 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

(N/C)



	PG/15/2012/13
	Update on Proposed Improvements in the Recreational Ground
	Members considered the landscape development scheme for Braunton Recreational Ground that had been put together by Mike Jones of North Devon Council.  Cllr Mrs Chugg advised that this was a basic plan and only included estimated costs.  The committee would like a more detailed plan drawn up with accurate costs.  The estimated cost is currently around £14,000.  Cllr Mrs Chugg confirmed that the Devon County Council funding of £15,000 is available and this is being applied for by the Parish Clerk.  She would like an extra budget allocated of £10,000 to make sure this project is completed to a high standard.   RAF Chivenor had offered to create an embankment on the Recreation Ground free of charge but as yet the Parish Clerk has been unable to confirm this as she has been unable to get hold of them so there may be extra budget needed for this work.  

RECOMMENDED: That the Committee agree to put £10,000 for the Recreation Ground project on the draft 2013/2014 budget.  

(N/C)



	PG/16/2012/13
	Parish Council grass-cutting
	Members considered the report regarding purchasing a new lawnmower to bring some of the grass cutting contract back in-house.  Some of the members were concerned about the extra work that this would mean for the gardener and initially would like the Vellator grass cutting to be continued to be done by a contractor.  They also noted that the gardener would be busy with the Recreation Ground project initially as well.  

In connection with the new lawnmower the members were concerned about the facility of mulching the grass or/and picking up the grass.  Members requested if the lawnmower would have the facility to pick up grass clippings and if the mulch kit included would mulch the grass very finely so there would not be a lot of grass clippings left after the cut making the area look untidy.  The Councillors would like to see a demonstration of the machine before the final purchase.  The members also asked that the request for quotations for the grass-cutting contract go out in November 2012.   Cllr Mrs Chesters thought there might be some S106 money available for the lawnmower, which she would investigate and report back on within a few days.

RECOMMENDED:  

(a) that the grass cutting contract be for the Knowle Playground, Saunton Park, Vellator and the Village Centre and Caen Street Car Park and that the Recreation Ground and Old Railway Line be bought back in-house when the current contractors contract ends.

(b) that the Committee agrees in principle to purchase the lawnmower subject to the items raised in terms of grass collection and mulching meeting the requirements specified.

(c) that requests for quotations for the remaining grass cutting contract go out in November 2012.

(N/C)



	PG/17/2011/12
	Memorial Garden
	The Committee considered the planting of a new memorial rose garden.  

RECOMMEND: That the Members agree in principle to a new memorial garden nearby to the Vivian Moon Centre.  This was noted and will be carried out when the gardener has time available next year.

(N/C)



	PG/18/2011/12
	Budget 2013/14
	Members considered its draft budget for 2013/14.

RECOMMENDED: That the Committees draft budget for 2013/14 attached as Appendix A be referred to the Finance & Administration Committee for approval.

(N/C)





The meeting closed at 5:55 pm.




....................................  The Chairman
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