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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parks and Gardens Committee held in the Council Chamber at 5.30 pm on Monday 24 October 2011

	Present
	Cllr Mrs Chugg in the Chair, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Woodford, Mrs Blackmore, Anderson and Cornick.



	PG/01/2011/12
	Apologies
	Apologies were received from Cllr Spear


	PG/02/2011/12
	Declarations of.

Interest
	None Received

	PG/03/2011/12
	Minutes
	The Minutes of the Parks & Gardens Committee meeting held on 5 September 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.



	PG/04/2011/12
	Parish Council Trees
	Members considered a letter received from the appointed contractor to carry out works to trees identified as priority one in the Councils tree survey.  Members were concerned that the contractor could not carry out these works until December.

RECOMMENDED: 

a. That the Council do not proceed with North Devon Tree Service to carry out the priority one works.

b. That Countryside & Garden be appointed to carry out the tree works at a cost of £795 plus VAT, subject to them providing the relevant insurance and health and safety documentation (LGA 1972. s.111).



	PG/05/2011/12
	Grass Cutting Contract
	Members considered the Council’s Grass Cutting Contract, which was due to expire in February 2012.

RECOMMENDED: That the Parish Council Grass Cutting Contract attached as Appendix A be approved for a period of 12 months to allow the Council to investigate partnership working with the District and County Councils, the Clerk to obtain three quotations to be brought back to the next Parks and Gardens Committee for consideration.


	PG/06/2011/12
	Improvements in the Recreational Ground
	The Chairman explained the plans for improvements and enhancements in the Recreational Ground.  The previous Council had approved plans for a young Children’s play area and adult seating area with disabled access.  Members discussed these plans and suggested that the Council consult with the current users and local residents to see if this would be the best use for the Recreational Ground.  The Chairman explained that a public consultation was held on 4th/5th March 2011 in the Parish Hall, and many residents were in favour of improvements to the Recreational Ground.  Members felt that the users from outside of the parish should also be consulted, as these are the main source of income for the Recreational Ground at present.

Members were keen to progress improvements to the Recreational Ground, but felt that more consultation was needed.  It was also suggested that priorities should be to improve the Illingworth Shelter and toilet/changing room block.



	PG/07/2011/12
	Committee four-year Development Plan
	The Committee considered its four-year development plan.

It was RECOMMENDED that year one of the development plan should include.

· Quarterly maintenance schedule for Council owned open spaces and planting beds.

· Monitor the needs of staff to ensure that suitable training and equipment is provided.

· Investigate potential land in the village to be used as allotment plots.

· Identify additional facilities required on open spaces in the village.

· Prepare and implement a management plan for maintenance and improvements at each allotment site

· Investigate water provision on allotment sites

· Implement a regular inspection programme of allotment sites and plots.

· Investigate improvements to the Field Lane planting beds

· Investigate improvements to the Recreational Ground


	PG/08/2011/12
	Draft Budget 2012/13
	Members considered its draft budget for 2012/13.

RECOMMEDED: That the Committees draft budget for 2012/13 attached as Appendix B be referred to the Finance & Administration Committee for approval.





The meeting closed at 6:50pm.




....................................  The Chairman

PAGE  
1

_1362403632.bin

