BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL


[image: image1.png]



Minutes of the Meeting of the Parks and Gardens Committee held in the Council Chamber at 5.00 pm on Tuesday 19th June

	Present
	Cllr Mrs Spear in the Chair, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Blackmore, Mrs Chugg, Mrs Smith and Mrs Chesters.



	Also in Attendance
	Mrs Anne Benham-Clarke (Assistant Parish Clerk)

	PG/01/2011/12
	Elect Chairman
	There was one nomination Cllr Mrs Chugg, who was duly elected and took the Chair.



	PG/02/2011/12
	Apologies
	None received. 



	PG/03/2011/12
	Declarations of.

Interest


	None received.

	PG/04/2011/12
	Minutes
	The Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on 12 March 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.



	PG/05/2011/12
	Committee four-year Development Plan
	The Committee considered its four-year development plan.  Members considered the works to be completed in year one of the development plan.   

· Quarterly maintenance schedule for Council owned open spaces and planting beds.

· Monitor the needs of staff to ensure that suitable training and equipment is provided.

Members agreed that it would be sensible to wait until a new gardener was appointed before putting together a maintenance schedule of outstanding works for council open spaces.  It was noted that there is a mass of nettles in Caen Street Car Park near the entrance by South Street, which needs cutting down, and this should be put on the works list.

It was noted that Knowle in Bloom are no longer in operation as well as Braunton in Bloom. 

RECOMMENDED: That the Assistant Clerk to write to a letter to Knowle in Bloom to thank them for the work they have carried out and also to provide the council with a list of areas that they used to look after.   It was further requested that Braunton in Bloom provide a similar list of what they have maintained in the village.                                                 

                                                                  (N/C)
· Investigate potential land in the village to be used as allotment plots.

Members asked the Assistant Clerk if there was still a long waiting list for allotments, which she confirmed that there are still approximately 60 people on the waiting list. Members noted that more allotment plots are needed.  Cllr Mrs Chesters is going to ask local landowners known to her if they are interested in leasing some land to the Parish Council for allotments.  

It was noted that an advertisement could be put in the July Braunton Express Newsletter and also EX33 magazine asking if any one has any land that they would be willing to lease to the Parish Council.  Also would any one be interested in leasing their garden out as an allotment.  

RECOMMENDED: that an advertisement be placed in the newsletter and EX33 regarding allotment opportunities.                         

                                                               (N/C)

It was asked what Barnstaple charged for their allotments so that we can compare our charges to other Councils.  The Assistant Clerk said she would investigate their costs.

· Identify additional facilities required on open spaces in the village.

The members noted that additional facilities for the Recreational Ground including facilities for the elderly and disabled, a children’s play area, improvements to the toilets and the Illingworth Shelter had already been identified.  The refurbishment of the toilets in the Recreation Ground is on the Full Council Meeting Agenda and the Property Committee is dealing with the Illingworth Shelter.

The Chairman suggested that the plans from the 2-day consultation regarding the Recreation Ground should be displayed again.  

It was noted that additional seating for the Village Green and the Recreation Ground is needed.  It was noted that the Property Committee is reporting back on renovation of existing benches.  

· Prepare and implement a management plan     for maintenance and improvements at each allotment site

· Investigate water provision on allotment sites

· Implement a regular inspection programme of allotment sites and plots.

The members noted that the provision of water butts on the allotment sites should be considered.  

· Investigate improvements to the Field Lane planting beds
· Investigate improvements to the Recreation Ground
The Clerk agreed to check if the Field Lane bed improvements had been carried out and report back.   The members noted that improvements to the Recreation Ground had already been commented on earlier.


	
	
	





The meeting closed at 5:55pm.




....................................  The Chairman
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