BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 9 March 2009

	


	Present

	Cllrs Mrs Chesters (NDC), in the Chair, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Wellstead, Mrs Smith, Mrs Palmer, Lord, Welch, Alexander, Lucas (NDC), Daniel (NDC), Ash & Hoult.  



	200/2008/09
	Apologies

	Cllrs Mrs Chugg (NDC) & Mrs Jenkins (DCC).



	201/2008/09
	Replies to any

Questions

Submitted by the

Public in

Accordance with

Standing Order 45 


	There were no questions.



	202/2008/09
	Minutes


	(a) The Minutes were amended as Cllr Lucas was not present however Cllr Ash was.  Cllr Mrs Shapland re-declared her interest in Item 196/2008/09 at the time the item was called.  The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9 February 2009 were approved with these amendments.

(b) Minutes of the Additional Planning meeting held on 23 February 2009 were approved and signed.



	203/2008/09
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllrs Alexander, Lucas and Mrs Chesters declared a prejudicial interest in Minute No 205/2008/09(a).  Cllr Mrs Wellstead declared a personal interest in Minute No 205/2008/09 (a).       



	204/2008/09


	Police Representation


	There were no police present.



	205/2008/09


	Finance


	(a) Cllr Alexander declared a prejudicial interest in the first cheque to be drawn, AMPM, and left the room. The cheque was approved and signed and Cllr Alexander then returned to the room.  The Finance Chairman then suggested that the cheque for the Braunton Museum and for the Annual Maintenance of boilers in the Bakehouse Centre be taken together.  Cllr Mrs Wellstead declared a personal interest in these items.  Cllr Lucas and Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a prejudicial interest in these items and left the room.  Both of these cheques were approved and Cllr Lucas and Cllr Mrs Chesters returned to the room.  The remaining cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £3,481.77.

(b) Statement of Accounts for February 2009 was  

   noted.

       

	206/2008/09


	Action Sheet
	This was noted.



	207/2008/09
	Report from Devon County Councillor


	Cllr Mrs Jenkins was not at the meeting however, she had sent a brief report as follows:

“Independent inspectors have graded Devon County Council as an “Excellent Council” and given a 4 star overall rating.  Inspectors also say that the Council is improving well.

The 4 star rating is the top mark possible and all major services, including those for children, older people and environmental services are said to be performing well with libraries and trading standards well above requirements.

The Council is also judged to be doing well in managing it’s finances and providing overall value for money for the people of Devon.

Closer to home – the latest news I have on the Tesco bridge is that work planned on the necessary lighting has been delayed by a component failure.  Allowing for this the work was said to be going to be completed by today, Monday 9 March.”

It was AGREED to ask Cllr Mrs Jenny Jenkins whether something could be done regarding the finger post sign at the top of the Recreation Ground on Wrafton Road.  This sign was continually being moved around, directing the traffic the wrong way.



	208/2008/09
	Planning


	Cllr Alexander took the Chair.

See attached sheets.

Cllr Mrs Chesters resumed the Chair.



	209/2008/09


	Report from North Devon Councillors


	Cllr Daniel had stated at February’s meeting, that subject to confirmation, it was expected that the increase in North Devon Council tax would be 2.95%.  The actual increase had been AGREED at 2.5%.  Cllr Lucas reported that in his capacity as Chairman of North Devon Council he had had the opportunity to promote Braunton on many occasions.  Torridge District Council had indicated that they wanted to work more closely with North Devon Council, which would help to provide enhanced services and cut costs etc.  They had also indicated that they may now be in agreement with the North Devon Unitary.  Cllr Mrs Chesters reported, that as Chairman of the Planning Committee, they were working together with the Planners, in order to provide a simplified service for members of the public.  Cllr Mrs Shapland questioned the situation regarding the housing at the former Brannoc Fibres site and requested that details on the rented situation and the shared ownership properties, be looked into and reported back to the Parish Council.  Cllr Mrs Chesters and Cllr Lucas AGREED to look into this.



	210/2008/09


	Parish Representatives Update


	The Chairman stressed to members the need for updates from the relevant organisations that Councillors were representatives on.  She then gave an update on the work of the Volunteer Bureau on which she was the Parish Representative.  The services from the Volunteer Bureau were currently in great demand and they included, driving people to hospital, to doctors for appointments, doing gardening, shopping and other help and support.  The volunteers got a mileage rate and the person accessing the services paid a nominal charge.  Most of the money they had came from fund raising and a small charge to the users for the services.  They had one member of staff.  The Annual General Meeting for the Volunteer Bureau was on 20 April 2009 at 6.00pm at Christchurch if anyone was interested in attending.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to all the organisations that the Council had representatives on to ask them to ensure that the relevant member was invited to their meetings.

   

	211/2008/09


	Adoption of Model Publication Scheme


	The Publication Scheme was formally adopted.  It was AGREED that the photocopying charge would be 5p per sheet.  

	212/2008/09 


	Recruitment and Selection Policy
	This was formally adopted and signed.



	213/2008/9


	Date for Parks & Gardens Meeting


	It was AGREED that this meeting would take place on Tuesday 7 April 2009 at 1.00pm. 

	214/2008/09


	Proposed Date for Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 16 April 2009


	It was AGREED that this meeting would take place on

Thursday 16 April at 7.00pm.

	215/2008/09


	Consultation on Draft Methodology for Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) for Northern Peninsula Housing Market Area – 29 January to 11 March 2009


	This was noted with no comment.



	216/2008/09


	Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)


	  (a) It was AGREED that the Clerk would look at

        completing as much of these questionnaires as 

        possible and then contact Cllrs regarding any other

        areas.

  (b) It was AGREED to refer the Planners at North 

        Devon Council to the current North Devon Plan

      where sites had previously been identified for 

        development.



	217/2008/09


	Items to Note
	Items (a) to (m) were received and noted.



	218/2008/09
	Repair to Boundary Wall at Fire Station


	IN COMMITTEE

It was agreed that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following matters.

Council had taken some advice and discussed the matter.  Mr Dave Feasey from North Devon Council had looked at the wall and was of the opinion that whilst it would benefit from some remedial work, it was not dangerous which removed the need for any urgent action.  Two tree surgeons had also looked at the stumps in the wall and both were of the opinion that trying to remove the stumps was not an option, as any attempts to remove them would obviously cause damage not only to the wall but the surrounding area on both sides.  Their advice was to poison the stumps so that they shrunk back in their own time causing no damage to the wall.  Council therefore decided to poison the stumps as suggested and to notify the Fire Service that it was up to them what and when remedial works they undertook  to the wall.

  

	219/2008/09


	Disposal of Land at The Old Quarry


	It was AGREED to accept the advice of Webbers Property Services and instruct them to see whether the land could be disposed of to an organisation that would manage it as a wildlife site.


The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.




.............................................. The Chairman
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