This has been a year of unforeseen challenges for Braunton Parish Council and I thank you all for your support and teamwork – in particular the way you all met and dealt with the appalling events last December.  I know that many of you worked tirelessly throughout the day.  Extraordinary efforts were made that day by local residents, the Police and emergency services, helping individuals at risk, and shoring up properties to mitigate, and prevent more flood damage so that when the second flooding came that evening, preventative action had been taken against what could well have been even greater devastation.

Thanks also go to North Devon Council for their practical help both during the period of the floods and the use of skips in the aftermath.  During that period, we were all grateful to the Parish Council staff who worked so hard from day one.

We are still evaluating what went wrong.  Bearing in mind we had rejoiced in June at the opening of the two flood defence schemes.

We have now recently had a report from the Environment Agency as they perceived it.  We, from local knowledge and first hand experience of the events, have added to that report.  Now we need to know what proposals the Environment Agency are going to put before us.

In addition, we know that the County Council, the lead local flood authority, are also preparing their report.  North Devon Council is doing a reappraisal of their responsibilities as we indeed are doing ourselves.  We are also of course anxious to bring South West Water into the debate.  In short, we have much work to do.

The Environment Agency began immediate urgent remedial work to the River Caen including the removal of some of the additional shoal.  I believe we have a consensus that there must be a management plan to maintain the River itself.

The visit by the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall was a very pleasant surprise and very much welcomed by us all.  Not least because it gave a clear message to the Environment Agency and other players responsible for the prevention of flooding, that our community had at the very least their moral support.  

To return to the beginning of the Council year, we were all delighted that the Olympic Torch went through Braunton – it was a great and memorable day.

As we all know, it was the Queens Diamond Jubilee – various celebrations took place including the Civic Service and the lighting of the beacon.

To remind ourselves, on 28th June, we formally opened the Food Defence Schemes.  The oak tree and rose beds were blessed and commemorated by the Vicar of Braunton and we thank her for that.

We welcomed Gary Stainer to the Council staff – he has proved to be an excellent addition to the team.

I thank those who were able to attend the Civic Service on 29th June.  My thanks go to the Vicar, Anne Thorne and members of the congregation who helped.  The collection I donated to Braunton Volunteers.

In September, I attended the inauguration of the new Minister for Christchurch and on your behalf I spoke and welcomed him to our community.

It is good to see that the damage to the Illingworth Shelter roof has been repaired with vandal proof tiling.  The goal post and net have also been installed on the Recreation Ground thanks to the general donation of a member of the public.

It was a pleasure to welcome the Tours de Forces cyclists on your behalf as they travelled through Braunton as part of their charity fundraising.

Along with other Councillors I attended the Annual Service of Remembrance and laid the wreath on behalf of the Council and people of Braunton.  I also attended the Poppy Concert at Christchurch.

Tracey and I attended various meetings at North Devon Council re the vexed question of the Parish Grants.

I will take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the amount of work that Tracey has done for us throughout the year – not only in handling the extraordinary events but also doing the preparation work for the carrying out of projects in the pipeline such as The Velator Quay and the renovation of the Recreation Ground Changing Rooms and toilets.  It is now looking extremely positive that we shall be obtaining £70,000 of European grant from the FLAG project for Velator Quay.

I am very pleased that Braunton Parish Council has installed solar panels on the roof of the Parish Hall.

On 2nd March we held our Open Day covering the issues of Air Quality, the Local Development Plan and flooding advice.  Up to 100 people attended.  In doing so, it turned out to be one of the best attended meetings concerning the Local Development Plan for North Devon.

I also attended the Rural Seminar at Bishops Nympton re funding deficit by central government for rural communities (North Devon comes into that category).  This is a longstanding grievance with successive governments.

I would like to thank Elma Blackmore, your Vice Chair, who also attended our briefing meetings with Tracey.

Without mentioning the staff individually by name, my sincerest thanks go to them all and for the way they serve the Council and the community at large.  
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