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Chairman’s Report – Councillor P J  Daniel

This Chairman’s report covers a year, which has probably been the most turbulent and yet constructive year for some considerable time.

As you will have seen if you attended the two open days on the 4th and 5th of March, much progress has been made on many projects or plans.  Can I say at this stage a big thank you to Janet Kennedy of North Devon District Council for co-ordinating that event.  Your Council was very disappointed that no representative form the County Highways Department was present to explain the traffic plan for South Street and other traffic issues, despite initially agreeing to attend.  We are trying to get the Highways Department to hold a one-day event in the Parish hall in the not too distant future. 

There is no doubt that the occurrence that had the most impact during the last year was the retirement on health grounds of our long serving Parish Clerk Nikki Ward.  She was taken ill in the middle of the year and despite prolonged and varied treatment she has to effectively give up work at the end of October but did not officially gain retirement on health grounds until the end of December.  Can I say on behalf of Braunton Parish Council a big thank you to Nikki for the many years of loyal service she gave to this Council.  

Such was the impact of her leaving that her long standing work colleague and personal friend Pauline D’Rane decided she too wanted to leave at the end of February.  Again, on behalf of Braunton Parish Council can I say thank you to Pauline for many years of loyal service you gave to this Council. 

Your Council decided to take advantage of the situation that was forced upon them and made changes not only in personnel but also the working arrangements within the office.  It was decided to recruit a full clerk and 2 Assistant Parish clerks, one to work in the mornings and the other in the afternoons.  This allowed the Parish Office to open from 9a.m. to 5p.m. Monday to Friday and it has been so since the 21st March.  

Your council is working with North Devon District Council on plans to make the Braunton office a One-stop shop.  This will mean officers from North Devon Council will be available in the Parish Office to advise on such matters as Revenues and Benefits, Planning matters, Council Tax queries and so on.  Whether this will be on a daily basis or 2 or 3 days a week has yet to be decided but it will save the necessity of travelling to Barnstaple with your queries. 

The actual quay at Vellator has been unsafe for some years and considerable progress has been made on what to do about it and the surrounding area.  Those who attended the Open days in March will know that a number of options were considered and thanks to councillor Peter Lord we are at the stage of getting a design study produced.  It is planned that in the not too distant future the problem of Vellator Quay will be dealt with.  Progress will depend on whether we can find a grant organisation to either fully fund the work or provide a matching sum to ourselves to cover the costs. 

For those of you with children you will have seen that the play areas in Chaloners Road and at Knowle have been refurbished and for the play area at Mowstead new equipment has been ordered and is in the process of being installed. 

The front area of the Car Park has been resurfaced at last and was fully funded from the income on car park charges.  The back half round by the police station will be resurfaced eventually but not in the next year. 

Your Council agreed that the British Surfing Museum could lease part of the building known as the Yard with the Youth Club occupying the same part of the building that it does now.  It is planned to open the Museum in time for the may Bank Holiday.  It should attract a considerable number of visitors as we are at the heart of the surfing activities. 

There are plans afoot involving the Surf Museum, the Youth Club, the Countryside Centre, our own Museum and the Tourist Information Centre to make a co-ordinated theme for that whole area to be become an integrated visitor experience and promote Braunton as the place to visit.

Your Council has been working with the Environment Agency on a flood relief plan for Braunton.  Some work has already been carried out on trees below Score Farm and in September work will start in the area of the Memorial Gardens and the Bowling Club to reduce the risk of flooding in the Village.  Let me assure you tonight that any displacement of memorial roses will be rectified.  There will be further work to by pass any increased water levels at Hordens Bridge to stop the river backing up and affecting the properties in that area. 

Your Council is in consultation with various groups including schools, the access group and St Johns Ambulance on what can be done to improve facilities in the Recreation Ground and the Illingworth Shelter.  It has been agreed to co-ordinate any improvements to the whole area rather than put something here this week and something there next week and finish up with an unsatisfactory result.  Some ideas did emerge from the Open Days and will be considered. 

Braunton now has their own Street Pastor organisation, fully trained and there is to be a short service in St Brannocks Church on Good Friday before they don their Street Pastor jackets for the first time and set off round the Village in response to any reported incidents.  Your Council wishes them every success in their endeavours to keep Braunton a better place to live.

You will have recently received your Council Tax notices for the coming year.  Your Council is pleased to confirm that for yet another year there has been no increase in the Parish Precept.

There are council elections due in May and I, along with some others will not be seeking re-election.  This Council has laid the groundwork for improvements to your Village and we all wish the new Council continued success, as there is still a lot of work to be done. 
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