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CHAIRMAN – CLLR MRS JASMINE CHESTERS

Braunton is a large village but it has only a small budget to keep it running.  This means jobs have to be prioritised but even so, this past year we have managed to upgrade and introduce some items to smarten up the presentation of the village.

Interpretation Boards, explaining the Tarka Trail, have been installed near Wensley’s newsagent shop and at Georgeham Cross.  Shortly a large board talking about the Railway Line, that used to run through the centre of the village, is due to be erected along with four smaller ones.  We are just waiting for the planning permission to be finalised and then they will be put up, hopefully in time for visitors to Braunton before the summer holiday.  New litterbins can be seen around the village.

The three play areas, that we are lucky to have, at Chaloners Road, Mowstead and Knowle have been tidied and have had new pieces of equipment installed.  It is hoped that some new pieces will be installed when funding is received.

Most people will know that Tesco’s opened their new store last October, but it took much longer for the bridge, connecting the store to the village to be opened, but at last that has happened.  Rumours that the Council wanted it taken down and have it replaced with a wooden bridge were completely false and it has never been suggested by your Council.  While Costains were building the store they built a small picnic area near the entrance to the car park, off Caen Street.  This was paid for by Tesco’s for the village.

Work from the Action Plan is ongoing.  We support the youth of the village, schools and elderly people.  Affordable housing is always a critical area and in particular, with the economic climate as it is, it will be with us for a very long time.  We must fight to get every one a decent home, and keep our young people in the village where they can get support from their families.

The car park has been an issue for many years, many hoping for season tickets, others believing that they shouldn’t pay for what they believe was a free car park built for local people.  Having put in pay machines this has allowed people to be able to drive into the village to park much easier.  To most people it has been a success as they are able to find a space more easily.

An Emergency Plan for the village, dealing with a variety of major incidents that could occur has all but been finalised.  Obviously we hope that it will never be needed but is available if something disastrous happens, whether it is rain, snow or traffic it is all there.

Representing Braunton as your Chairman during the last year has been an honour.  I have attended several functions outside the village but those held within the village have been also great.

One of the highlights of the year was when I had the pleasure of renaming the “Braunton” steam engine when it was brought back into service running between Bishops Lydeard and Minehead.  Hours and hours and a million pounds had been spent restoring it, to pull the flag off to show the Braunton Crest was magic.  I think it was also special because my father worked for a railway company for a long time and I can remember riding on steam trains in my youth!

To attend The Remembrance Day Parade and see every association march past is always a moving occasion again it is always well supported by the residents of Braunton.

But one of my biggest pleasures was for Braunton to host a “Welcome Home” parade for the 24th Commando Engineer Regiment.  When I suggested it to Colonel Weedon last year, before the troops were deployed to Afghanistan I didn’t realise that it would be so magnificent. The weather was incredible, after the rain the previous evening and the day after.  We were really fortunate.  It was absolutely great to see so many people turn out to cheer, clap and wave flags for the troops.  I spoke to some of them afterwards and they were touched by the reception that they received.  One officer said to me “Whatever I remember of my times in Braunton this will be the special one”.  What a credit it was to all of us.

Your Councillors work very hard to keep Braunton a special place, as do the inside and outside staff.  I would hope that you will support them all and if there are any problems that any of us can help you with, Councillor’s names and addresses are available.

Councillor Mrs Jasmine Chesters

Councillor’s Attendance Figures 08/09

There were 24 full Council meetings during the year.

Cllr Mrs Chesters
20


Cllr Mrs Wellstead
22

Cllr Mrs Chugg

21


Cllr Mrs Shapland
22

Cllr Daniel

21


Cllr Mrs Smith                18

Cllr Hoult

15


Cllr Alexander

22

Cllr Lucas  

23


Cllr Lord

17

Cllr Mrs Palmer  
19 


Cllr Ash 

16

Cllr Welch

18


Accounts For Year Ending 31 March 2009
	
	31 March 2008

£
	31 March 2009

£

	Balances brought forward
	79359
	95244

	Annual Precept
	126215
	124502

	Total other receipts
	81254
	127749

	Staff costs
	73396
	85265

	Loan repayments
	5665
	5223

	Total other payments
	112543
	133642

	Balances brought forward
	95224
	123345

	Total cash and investments
	99543
	134988
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