BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Additional Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at 7.00pm on Monday 27 October 2014
	Present
	
	Cllrs Mrs Blackmore in the Chair, Mrs Spear, Spear, Mrs Shapland, Lucas Mrs Chugg, Mrs Smith, Mrs Chesters Lord and Mrs Parsons.

Miss T Weaver (Parish Clerk)



	193/2014/15
	Apologies


	Received from Cllr Bonds and Gilbert.



	194/2014/15
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	The Chairman reported that the Royal British Legion would be holding its annual concert at Christ Church on Thursday 30 October doors open at 7:00pm with a 7:30pm start.


	195/2014/15
	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Mrs Blackmore declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Reference 198/2014/15 (b), as the applicant is known to her.
Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Reference 198/2014/15 (e), as the Architect is employed by her.

Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Reference 198/2014/15 (g), as she has had discussions with the owner and agent.

 

	196/2014/15
	Finance


	The cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the sum of £2,453.40.

(N/C)


	197/2014/15
	Friends of Braunton Library
	The Chairman welcomed Paula Ferris Acting Chair of Friends of Braunton Library.  Paula gave a brief presentation regarding the current situation regarding Devon County Council’s libraries.

Libraries will be managed under the umbrella of a Mutual Trust.  Paula outlined the facts surrounding the proposed new way of managing libraries: - 

· Create Mutual/Not-for-Profit organisation based on Suffolk Libraries model
· Mutual Board members (reps from friends Groups) to set Libraries direction 
· Mutual under contract to DCC for library service delivery
· Running all 50 libraries, to be in place by 4/16
· Current staffing to be transferred to the new organisation. 
· Mutual can make savings not otherwise available to the current library service 

· tax relief

· back-office savings 

· local purchasing 

· new staff – reduced costs 

· income generation
· Meanwhile it is business as usual for libraries
The County are looking for 10 libraries (Friends Groups) to run pilot projects in 2015 & help shape the mutual.  The newly formed Friends of Braunton Library has put itself forward to take part in this pilot study.  Paula requested if the Parish Council would support the Brauton Friends Group in its application to become part of the pilot study.  She further requested if a Member of the Parish Council could be appointed to sit on the Friends Groups.
RESOLVED:  That 
a. The Council fully supports the Friends of Braunton Library and would write a letter expressing its support for Braunton be part of the pilot study.

b. the Chairman to be appointed to serve as the Council’s representative on the Friends of Braunton Library Committee.

(N/C)


	198/2014/15
	Braunton BMX Pump Track
	The Chairman welcomed Robert Flavell.  Mr Flavell explained that that a small group of residents had met to discuss providing a BMX pump track in Braunton.  This would be a self contained track, which any type of bike could use.   The group have identified a potential site with a 20 year lease, which could be funded by North Devon Council.  
Mr Flavell explained that the group were not affiliated with the Braunton BMX Club.  The pump track would be a facility for anybody to use.  It is planned to have no onsite parking but the group will be discussing requirements with the Highways Authority.  It is also making enquiries with North Devon Planning Authority.  

The Parish Council clarified that the provision of a BMX track in Braunton had been in discussion for 10-15 years.  The Parish Council fully support having a BMX track in Braunton but finding suitable land has always been the problem.

The Council felt that if there was the space parking should be provided within the site to prevent parents leaving their vehicles on the road.

Mr Flavell would continue his discussions with the relevant authorities and report back to Council at a future meeting.

	
	
	


198/2014/15.   Planning
	(a)
	58123
	Siting of 8 non illuminated, free standing advertisement & directional signs at Tesco stores Ltd, Velator Way, Braunton.

	
	
	

	Applicant:
	Tesco Stores LTD

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend approval.

(N/C)

	
	
	Cllr Mrs Chesters in her capacity as a North Devon District Councillor, stated that any opinions expressed during discussions on the following planning application represent a preliminary view and that she will naturally reconsider applications fresh when presented all the facts at principal level.

Cllr Mrs Blackmore declared a non-Pecuniary interest.



	(b)
	58133
	Outline application for 3 No. dwellings at land off Whitestone Lane, Knowle, Braunton.

	
	
	

	Applicant:
	Mr & Mrs M Pine

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend refusal on the following grounds: -

· It is outside of the development boundary, as set out in existing and emerging Local Plan.

· The site has inadequate drainage and is within flood zone 1.
· Inadequate access to the highway.

· There is a brown field site (KNW1) available within the vicinity, which should be development instead of the proposed green field.

(7.1abs)

	
	
	

	(c)
	58170
	Extensions & alterations to dwelling at Larkshall 1 Sings Lane, Braunton.

	
	
	

	Applicant:
	Mr & Mrs Fernyhaugh

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend refusal on the following grounds:

· Over intensification of the site.

· Inadequate parking provided.

· Concerns regarding privacy and overlooking neighbouring properties. 

(N/C)

	
	
	

	(d)
	58158
	Extensions & alterations to dwelling at the Old Presbytery, Frog Lane, Braunton.

	
	
	

	Applicant:
	Mr & Mrs P Baxter

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend approval, subject to the proposed being ancillary to the existing property.

(N/C)

Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a non-Pecuniary interest.

	
	
	

	(e)
	58156
	Hybrid application for partial demolition of existing dwellings (detailed application) together with erection of 2 dwellings (outline application) (reserved matters: design) at the Old Coach House, Pixie Lane, Braunton.

	
	
	

	Applicant:
	Mr P Furber

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend refusal on the following grounds:-

· Over intensification of the site

· Inadequate access on to a narrow highway.

(8.1abs)

	
	
	

	(f)
	57969
	Erection of agricultural storage building to replace tented structure at land at Chalwells, Knowle, Braunton.

	
	
	

	Applicant:
	Mr M Hughes

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend refusal on the grounds that erection of the proposed dwelling will prevent future extension of the Tarka Trail in this area.

(8.1abs)

	
	
	Cllr Mrs Chesters declared a non-Pecuniary interest.



	(g)
	58078
	Conversion of barn to dwelling at Peggy’s Pound Sanfield, Lobb, Braunton.



	
	
	

	Applicant:
	Messrs M&N Cleghorn-Anderson

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend refusal on the ground that the proposed would be an unsustainable development in a rural setting.

(8.1)



	(h)
	58228
	(a) Erection of agricultural barn to be used for storage & housing poultry at land at Nethercott Road, Knowle.

	
	
	

	Applicant:
	Ms Ruth Garland

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend approval.

(N/C)

	
	
	

	(i)
	58162
	Hydrogen generating facility with underground storage system at Fullabrook Farm, Fullabrook, Ilfracombe.


	Applicant:
	Messer N & K.A. Tucker

	
	
	

	Comment:
	Recommend refusal on the grounds: -

· Inappropriate industrial development in the countryside

· Inadequate highway access to the site

· Insufficient information regarding the proposed development.

(N/C)

	
	
	


NOTIFICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION
	
	
	

	(j)
	58176
	Prior approval application for change of use agricultural building to dwelling house at Blackwells Lodge, Boode Road, Braunton 


	Applicant:
	Mr D Aldrich Smith

	
	
	

	Comment:
	The Council wish to make the following comments: -

· Request clarity from the Planning Authority whether this proposed development would trigger a contribution towards public open space money.

· Inadequate vehicular access on to the highway

· Proposed dwellings are outside of the development boundary

· Unsustainable open market housing in an agricultural field. 

 (N/C)



	NOTIFICATIONS FOR INFORMATION

	
	

	(k)
	58237
	Notification of works to trees in a conservation area in respect of crown lifting of Tulip tree and crown reduction of Ash tree at adjacent Hill Court, North Down Road, Braunton.

	
	

	(l)
	58052
	Application for a non material amendment to planning permission 53295 in respect of window positions and re-orientation of single garage on plot 1 at land of Heanton Close, Higher Park Road, Braunton.


NOTICES OF DECISION

Permission for Development

57986
Variation of condition 3 (use permission) attached to planning    permission 54633 to allow for the holiday unit to be used separately from Chesil Cliff House at Croyde, Braunton.

58020
Removal of wall & formation of hard standing at 22 South Street, Braunton.

Refusal

58028
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 57344 to allow amended design at 10 Second Field Lane, Braunton.

	199/2014/15
	Bank at Tarka Trail, Georgeham Cross
	The Council considered advice from its consulting engineer regarding the condition of the Tarka Trail bank behind the Fire Station.  
RESOLVED: That

a. The Council authorises excavation of a small section of the bank to further investigate its condition, at a cost of £300 + VAT.
b. The Council writes to the occupier of 5 Scurfield Close to advise her to refrain from parking on top of the bank. It was further RESOLVED that the Clerk seeks legal advice from the Council’s solicitor before sending the letter.

(N/C)



	200/2014/15
	Christmas Opening Times

	RESOLVED: That the Parish office will close at 12:00noon on 24 December 2014 and reopen on Monday 5 January 2015 at 9:00am.
(N/C)



	201/2014/15
	Braunton Express
	The Council considered the draft Braunton Express for Autumn 2014.
RESOLVED: That the

a. Content of the newsletter be approved.

b. Council prints 5000 copies with Toptown Printers at a cost of £296 + VAT.

(N/C)


The meeting closed at 9:55p.m.



............................................... The Chairman
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