 BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

[image: image1.jpg]



Minutes of the Additional Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at 7.00pm on Monday 26 September 2016
	
	

	Present:
	
	Cllr Spear in the Chair, E Spear, Bunyard, Mrs Wellstead, Chugg, Lord, De Groot, Bennett, Bonds, Mrs Chesters and Lucas.

T Lovell (Parish Clerk)
5 members of the public, 1 member of the press.

Stuart Butler introduced himself and explained that he was attending the meeting on behalf of the land owners in relation to planning application 61377.  The amended plans being presenting at tonight’s meeting reflect the comments previously made by the Parish Council.
Liz Wood and Phillip Wearne addressed the Council regarding Save our Hospital Services (SOHS) campaign.  Mr Wearne expressed his concerns regarding the proposed cuts to hospital services in North Devon.  He believes that these cuts will be devastating to the local area.  SOHS have organised friendly demonstrations and will continue to do what it can in the short time that it has to save these acute hospital services in North Devon.  The Council at its last additional meeting agreed to fully support the SOHS campaign and it will look into the possibility of organising a public meeting in Braunton to raise awareness of the proposed cuts to hospital services in North Devon.



	133/2016/17
	Apologies
	None received.


	134/2016/17
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	There were none.

	135/2016/17
	Declarations of Interest


	None received

	136/2016/17
	Finance


	RESOLVED: That the cheques on the schedule be approved and drawn in the total sum of £5,576.11.
 (N/C)


	137/2016/17
	Air Quality Management Area (AQAM), Braunton
	a. Update from North Devon Council (NDC) regarding Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) for Braunton.
The Chairman welcomed Andy Cole, Service Lead – Environment Protection Officer at NDC and Cllr Rodney Cann, Portfolio Holder for the Environment at NDC.

Andy Cole explained that NDC are responsible for monitoring air quality across the district.  In Braunton the air quality has been proven to have a slight exceedance of the current air quality objectives which has resulted in NDC declaring an AQMA in village, specifically Caen Street.  It would appear that the poor air quality is predominantly traffic related – meaning that Devon County Council (DCC) are the responsible authority, in relation to implementing most of the measures which could help to improve the situation.  NDC have written to the Head of the County Highways department asking what plans they have to address or implement the list of measures identified in the AQAP. Andy acknowledged however, that some of the actions identified were able to be progressed by NDC - and this has been made a priority.
Wider air quality work carried out by NDC includes submitting annual reports to the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA).  The latest report is in the process of being written but due to NDC’s officers having large workloads at present this has been contracted out to a consultant.

Cllr Mrs Chesters asked Andy to clarify that the results for Braunton show that the No2 levels need to be reduced by 22% and how long would it take to achieve this reduction?  Andy explained that the next step would be to ascertain which of the measures identified would be most beneficial to implement and result in the highest level of No2 reduction.  Until it has been determined which actions from the list of measures will work, it is be difficult to say how long it would take to reach a 22% in No2 in the AQMA.  It was noted that some motorists were using the Aller Cross route which had resulted in alleviating some of the traffic congestion in Braunton, but the increase in traffic has caused this route to become congested and the County will need to look at upgrading the junction to cope with the additional traffic.

Cllr E Spear requested when the Technical Working Group last met and when it is scheduled to next meet?

Andy explained the Technical Working Group which comprises of technical members of staff from NDC Environmental Health, Housing Services and Planning Policy and DCC Highways and Transport Planning have not met for some time.  NDC has already written to DCC at senior level to ask what action they are taking.  The next step would then be for the Technical Working Group to meet to determine how to progress the individual measures identified in the AQAP. 

Cllr D Spear was concerned and surprised that meetings of the Technical Working Group had not already happened, as the County would need to allocate funds in its budget for 2017/18 in order to implement any of the measures identified in the AQAP.  He further expressed his distress regarding health implications particularly amongst the young and elderly, as there is evidence that poor air quality attributes to heart and respiratory disease and he is mindful that there is a primary school located within the declared AQMA.  The County Councillor volunteered to contact the DCC officers to request a meeting of the Technical Working Group.

Cllr Bonds asked for clarification regarding whether the air quality in Braunton is detrimental to people’s health?

Andy responded that none of the data collected by NDC over the years has warranted them carrying out further peak time measurements.

Cllr Bunyard requested an update regarding the Particle Matter (PM) studies that were funded by Public Health grant money.  Andy confirmed that the studies had been carried which included Braunton and agreed to provide a copy of the Public Health Air Quality Board’s report regarding the Devon Wide Personal Exposure Reduction Project.

Andy concluded that the current government guidance recognises that it is time for councils to prioritise implementing actions, rather than spending time on unnecessary reporting, as was required by previous guidance.  Where AQMA have been identified they want to see tangible actions implemented and NDC will be making the delivery of actions identified for Braunton a high priority. 

 (N/C) 
b. Update Parish Council Air Quality Monitoring
The Parish Council since August, has been carrying out its own air quality monitoring in Caen Street outside the London Inn, Caen Primary School and on the Square.   The purpose of carrying out its own monitoring is to compare non bias corrected results with the data collected by NDC.  The results collected so far show an increase in No2 levels in Caen Street compared with NDC’s data collected last August rising from 43.86 ug/m3 to 50.39 ug/m3.  
Cllr Bunyard has analysed the data collected by NDC over the past 12 months.  He was surprised that there appears not to be a strong correlation between high levels of traffic and high levels of No2 recorded.  These anomalies in NDC’s results could be due to many different factors, including type of passenger vehicles, temperature and farming practices.  It was noted that the car manufacturers were behind schedule with fixing pollution controls on their passenger vehicles. It would take approximately 15 years for all of the very high polluting vehicles to be fixed.  In winter months, when the temperature drops these vehicle can give off even higher levels of harmful pollution which could account for some of the anomalies evidenced in the data collected by NDC. 
The Chair thanked Andy Cole and Cllr Cann for attending the meeting.



138/2016/17.   Planning

Cllrs Bonds, Lucas, Chugg and Mrs Chesters in their capacity as North Devon Councillors, stated that any opinions expressed during discussions on the following planning application represent a preliminary view and that they will naturally reconsider the application fresh when presented all the facts at principal level.
(a)   61585
Erection of dwelling to be used in conjunction with the adjacent offices at The Stables, Saunton Road, Braunton.

Applicant:
Peter Caswell

Comment:
Recommend refusal on the grounds that: -

· the proposed site is established agricultural land outside of the Parish development boundary.

· the application would have a negative impact on the surrounding protected landscapes including Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

(9.2abs)

(b)   61586
Construction of 4 offices for B1 use at The Stables, Saunton Road, Braunton.

Applicant:
Peter Caswell

Comment: 
Recommend refusal on the grounds that: -

· the proposed site is established agricultural land outside of the Parish development boundary.

· the application would have a negative impact on the surrounding protected landscapes including Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

(10.1abs)

©   61377
Erection of 4 dwellings (additional plans & information) at land adj 27 North Street, Braunton EX33 1AJ Grid Ref: 248514; 136806

Applicant:
Majic 2 Property Ltd

Comment:
Recommend approval. 

If the Local Planning Authority is mindful to approve this application the Council would request that traffic calming measures, such as a yellow box junction, be implemented at the bottom end of North Street where it enter onto Caen Street and Saunton Road, to ensure that the traffic flow is kept moving.

(N/C)

Certificate of Lawfulness GRANTED

Application for a lawful development certificate for a proposed use conversion of loft space to form an additional bedroom as shown on proposed floor plan and proposed roof plan at 13 Cross Farm, Braunton.

and

Application for a lawful development certificate for a proposed use to convert the loft space to an additional bedroom.

NOTICES OF DECISION

Approvals
61522

Installation of a septic tank at Corys, Lobb, Braunton.
Refusals
61401
Demolition of boundary wall & replacement with a combination of stone plinth & wooden fencing at Town Farm Court, Braunton.
	139/2016/17

	North Devon and Torridge Local Plan 2011 – 2031 and Traveller Accommodation Site Allocations DPD 2014 – 2031

	RESOLVED: That this be deferred until the next additional Council meeting to enable Cllrs to read the consultation documents.
(N/C)



	140/2016/17
	Mowstead Play Area (Land on the South Side of Homer Road)

	RESOLVED:  That the Council accepts North Devon Council’s offer of a rent free 21-year ‘opt-in’ lease for the land on the South side of Homer Road, also known as Mowstead play area. It was agreed that both parties would pay their own legal expenses.
(N/C)



	141/2016/17
	Devon Work Hubs
	RESOLVED: That the Council applies for a grant of up to £20,000 from the autumn 2016 round of funding for Devon Work Hubs, and that the grant be match funded by the Council using car park revenue.

(N/C)


The meeting closed at 8:06 p.m.



............................................... The Chairman
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