BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parks and Gardens Committee held in the Council Chamber at 2.00 pm on Wednesday 20 September 2023
	Present
	Cllrs: D Spear, M Shapland, R Shapland, L Childs, G Bell


	Also in Attendance
	Tracey Lovell (Parish Clerk), Angela Corner (Senior Council Officer) 


	PG/8/2023/24
	Apologies
	Cllrs M Cann & V Cann


	PG/9/2023/24
	Declarations of
Interest
	None



	PG/10/2023/24
	Minutes
	The committee noted that the Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on 14 June 2023 had previously been approved and ratified by full Council.  The Minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
(NC)



	PG/11/2022/23
	Section 106 Funding
	The Clerk gave a presentation to the committee outlining the proposed area for the new equipment on the recreation ground.  The area can be seen from Exeter Road and is located furthest away from residential properties without encroaching on to the football pitch.

She explained that: 

· The Parish Council successfully secured £66,371 section 106 funding to purchase and install new play equipment on the Recreational Ground.
· The money has to be spent by 21/04/2024 otherwise we risk it being paid back to the developer. 

· The Community Needs Survey carried out in 2017 resulted in 47.9% of those who took part identifying a need for more equipment in the village for children 11 – 16. 
RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to propose that the Clerk and Committee Chair be given delegated powers to undertake a survey in the community.  The consultation will include recreational ground users, Braunton Academy, the Youth Club and others.


	
	
	

	PG/12/2023/24
	Poplar Trees
	The recent storms caused a branch of one of the Poplar trees next to the car park to break off. The Clerk is meeting with an arboriculturist for his advice and to discuss removal of weak unions to make the trees safe.  She recommended that they are reviewed each year.  The tree report in 2021 did not identify any problems. 
RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to propose to:

a) Put a management plan in place for the 21 Poplar trees on the Tarka Trail.

b) Not to remove any of the trees unless they are showing signs of decline.

(NC)


	PG/13/2023/24
	Tree Management Plan
	a) Ash Tree at Station Close
North Devon Council transferred Bats Meadow and Station Close to the Parish Council earlier this year.  A resident has contacted the Council regarding the condition of an Ash tree which borders his property.  One section of the Ash tree has fallen and is resting over his fence onto his shed roof.  Mark Arb Arboriculturist has assessed the tree and confirmed it has been affected by ash die back and advised that it should be removed due to its location over a public parking area.
The transfer of Batts Meadow and Station Close to the Parish Council began in 2019.  The Clerk requested Matt Bennett, the Council’s Arborcultural Consultant, to carry out a preliminary Tree Condition Report for ash die back in 2021 and 2022.  
The 2022 survey identified that unlike the rest of the Council’s sites the young to middle age ash at Bats Meadow seem to have full canopy wilt in a single season which is unusual and potentially means they will decline rapidly.
RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to propose to:
i) Remove tree T45 with immediate effect and explore alternative species of mature tree resistant to ash die back to be planted.
ii) Instruct the Council’s Arborcultural Consultant to carry out a preliminary tree condition survey of Parish Council land to identify any other Ash trees that have been affected by ash die back and need attention.  Remove any dangerous trees immediately and report back to the committee in January.

iii) Obtain a quote from a contractor to take back hedging adjoining garden.

iv) Delegate powers to the Clerk and  Chair to carry out i), ii) and iii)
v) Pay for tail light damage to a resident at a cost of £108 caused by a fallen branch. 
(NC)

	
	
	b) Wild Cherry 
RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to propose to:
Remove tree T14 with immediate effect and explore alternative species of mature tree to be planted.
(NC)

c) Field Maple tree outside Museum of British Surfing

RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to propose to remove major deadwood of tree T32 and crown reduce by 30%, as recommended by the tree report.
(NC)


	PG/14/2023/24
	Devon County Council Trees
	The Limetrees along Exeter Road and trees on other parts of the A361 are causing a hazard to the outdoor staff when they cut the verges.  The low hanging branches and basal growth is also affecting visibility.  There has been no maintenance by DCC.  The Clerk contacted DCC in June 2023 and also the County Councillor and escalated the issue to Stuart Hughes. 

	
	
	

	
	
	RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to propose to:
i) Write a strong letter to Meg Booth and copy in the County Councillor

ii) Publicise to the community

iii) Contact North Devon Council to also take it up with DCC.
(NC)



	PG/15/2023/24
	Hedgehog Highway Project
	A Hedgehog Highway is a 5 inch gap in a fence and is essential in the battle to prevent the extinction of hedgehogs.  This gap allows them access to forage for food and meet mates.  Hedgehog shaped fence surrounds raise awareness to the plight of hedgehogs, create a talking point and encourage others t take part in the project.  f
RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to 

i) become part of the Hedgehog Highway Project and purchase a pack of 50 fence surrounds at a cost of £150 
ii) promote the project and encourage residents to take part 
iii) include access for hedgehogs in Council responses to planning applications.


	PG/16/2023/24

	Invasive Weeds
	The Senior Council Officer reported a number of invasive weeds on Council land including the allotments, behind the anchor and the car park roundabout rosebed.

RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to:
Delegate powers to the Clerk and Senior Council Officer to research methods to deal with the weeds and treat accordingly.

(NC)

	PG/17/2023/24
	Planter Overflow Car Park under Work Hub window
	RESOLVED:  To recommend to full Council to:

i) make up a planter similar to the ones outside the Parish Hall for installation outside the work hub which should encourage pedestrians to walk around the open window.

ii) Plant up using low maintenance perennial plants and bulbs .  Cllr Childs offered to do this using plants offered by a local garden centre.

iii) Ask LiveWell in Braunton if they can water when necessary.



	PG/18/2023/24
	Committee Draft Budget 2023/24
	The committee considered the draft budget for 2023/24 and suggested adding £10,000 to vehicle upgrades.
RESOLVED:  To recommend to full Council to adopt the draft Parks & Gardens budget (revised and attached as Appendix A) 






The meeting closed at 3.40 pm



....................................  The Chairman
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