BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Property Committee meeting held in the Council Chamber at

2:00pm on Tuesday 15 August 2023
	Present
	Councillors: E Spear, M Shapland, R Shapland, M Cann, V Cann, R Byrom and T Kirby

	
	

	In Attendance
	Tracey Lovell (Parish Clerk), Angela Corner (Senior Council Officer)

	
	One member of public


	
	
	

	PR/1/2023/24
	Elect Chair


	There were two nominations, Cllrs R Shapland and R Byrom.

A ballot was held. 

RESOLVED: That Cllr R Shapland be elected Chair of the Property Committee for the Municipal Year 2023/24.

(NC)



	PR/2/2023/24
	Receive Apologies and reasons for absence


	None

	PR/3/2023/24
	Declarations of Interest


	There were none.



	PR/4/2023/24
	Minutes


	The committee noted that the Minutes of the Property Committee meeting held on 21 February 2023 had previously been approved and ratified by Full Council.  The Minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
(4.3abs)



	PR/5/2023/24
	Boundary Wall at the Recreational Ground

	At the Property Committee held on the 21 February 2023 members considered the vandalism to the boundary wall at the Recreational Ground. The Clerk advised that the Council were no longer in a position to be able to replace the wall in house.  The Council has received a quotation from Countryside & Garden Conservation and Landscape Contractors.

RESOLVED: To recommend to full Council to proceed with the quote to dismantle and dispose of the existing wall and replace with a hit and miss fence at a cost of £2,415.52 as per the quote. 

 (NC)


	PR/6/2023/24
	Poplar Trees in Caen Street Car Park

	During Storm Antoni on Saturday 5 August damage was caused to three limbs on the Poplar 

trees. The Council had to temporarily close the public right of way and were able to arrange a Arboriculturist to attend site the following day (Sunday 6 August).  It has been 7 years since the trees were topped.
RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council to:
a) Appoint a Arboriculturist to carry out a Qualified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) survey and remove any weakened regrowth prior to the winter.
b) Implement a management plan which will be overseen by the Parks and Gardens Committee.
(NC)


	PR/7/2023/24
	Property EICR

	Members considered the extensive Electrical Installation Condition Reports (EICR) for the Council’s properties.  These are carried out every five years to ensure that public buildings meet current electrical standards.  Only one quote was received at the time of the meeting.
RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council to proceed with the quotation from Bluewave to carry out all the work covered on the reports at a total cost of £6,261.93 (excluding VAT).  There would be an additional charge for any unforeseen works at a cost of £33 per hour plus VAT.


	PR/8/2023/24
	Illingworth Shelter
	The Committee considered a quote for £1,337 excluding ducting to install lighting at the shelter.

RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council to:
a. Not proceed with installing lighting due to the cost and possibility of damage.
b. Give some ownership of the shelter to teenagers by liaising with schools regarding proposals to decorate the shelter with artwork again using paint/protection which does not deteriorate.
(NC)


	PR/9/2023/24
	Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) 

	The Committee received Cllr Val Cann who updated members on the sign.  It has been placed in 2 different places to date and is currently on Saunton Road heading out of Braunton towards Saunton.  The data gives average speed and the number of vehicles speeding.  The highest recorded was 70mph!  She accepts that the sign needs to be placed higher up to prevent vandalism and suggested it was moved to a new location about every 8 weeks.  Future suggested locations were heading towards Saunton, lamp post 18 to the right of Kingsacre School sign and near the graveyard on the right hand side heading out of the village towards Knowle.


	PR/10/2023/24
	Environmental Concerns in the Village 

	Members noted that there had been concerns regarding sightings of vermin in the village but no evidence was provided.  The Committee agreed to monitor the situation and bring back to a future meeting if necessary.  


	PR/11/2023/24
	Collapsed wall at Caen River
	The Committee noted the photographs of the river bank outside the surf museum.  It was agreed to look into the Council’s insurance and monitor over the winter. 

	
	
	

	PR/12/2023/24
	Memorial Seating
	Two requests for memorial seats were considered.

a) The land at the proposed location at Velator does not belong to the Parish Council.  The Committee had previously agreed they would not consider new seating at Velator Quay.

RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council to:

b) Allow a plaque on the existing seat at Down Lane depending on the condition of the seat and whether it was in need of replacement.

(NC)

	
	
	

	PR/13/2023/24
	Exclusion of Press and Public – Part ll
	RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972   Sch. 12a Pt(1).
(NC)

	Part II
	
	

	
	
	

	PR/14/2023/24
	Public Conveniences
	Members considered the Heads of Terms to transfer the public conveniences in Caen Street Car Park to the Parish Council.

RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council to:

a) Accept the Heads of Terms but request if they could state that North Devon Council would not unreasonably withhold permission if the Parish Council wanted to use part of the premises for another purpose.   
(NC)


Meeting Closed at 3.55pm

Signed by the Chair: ………………………………..

Date: …………………………………………………

1
3

