BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 14 July 2014

	


	Present

	Cllr Mrs Blackmore in the Chair, Mrs Spear, Lucas, Mrs Smith, Lord, Spear, Mrs Chesters, Mrs Chugg, Mrs Parsons, Bonds and Mrs Shapland.

Miss T Weaver (Parish Clerk)



	068/2014/15
	Apologies


	Received from Cllrs Gilbert and Anderson



	069/2014/15
	Questions from the Public


	There were none.

	070/2014/15
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	The Chairman reminded Members that there would be a service to Commemorate the outbreak of the First World War on Monday 4th August at 11am at St Brannock’s Church, Braunton.  Members are invited to take part in the Parade and should assemble in the Memorial Gardens at 10.30am.

The Chairman informed Members that the dedication for the Victoria Cross Bed in the Memorial Gardens would be postponed until a later date to provide time for the Poppies to grow.



	071/2014/15
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr Lucas declared a Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 093/2014/15, as he is the Chairman and a Trustee of the Braunton and District Museum and Information Centre.

Cllr Mrs Blackmore declared a non-Pecuniary in Minute Ref: 093/2014/15, as she is the Parish Council’s representative on the Braunton and District Museum and Information Centre.

Cll Mrs Smith declared a Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 086/2014/15, as she is a close family friend of the Contractor.



	072/2014/15
	Request for Dispensation


	None received.

	073/2014/15
	Minutes


	(a)    RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 9 June 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record, subject to Min Ref: 047/2014/15 be amended to include ‘especially where the Tarka Trial crosses the main road at Caen Street’. Min Ref: 049/2014/15 ‘virtue’ be amended to ‘virtual’.

(b) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Additional Council meeting held on 23 June 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record, subject to Min Ref: 063/2014/15 ‘Parks and Gardens Committee’ be amended to ‘Property Committee’.

(c) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Extra Full Council meeting held on 26 June 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record, subject to Cllr Mrs Parsons being added to Present.

(d) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Property Committee meeting held on 17 June 2014 be ratified and adopted by the Council.

(e) RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 23 June 2014 be ratified and adopted by the Council.

(f) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on 7 July 2014 be ratified and adopted by the Council.

(N/C)



	074/2014/15
	Police Representation
	The Chairman informed Members that PC Malcolm Kirk had given his apologies and she read out his report, attached as appendix A. 

RESOLVED: That the Council requests if the Police intend to have a greater presence in the local area over the summer months due to increase in tourism at this time of year.  



	075/2014/15
	Finance
	(a) RESOLVED: That the cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £76,326.60.

(b)  RESOLVED: That the statement of accounts for June 2014 be received and noted.

(N/C)



	076/2014/15
	Action Sheet
	RESOLVED: That 

a. the Council requests an update from North Devon Council regarding progress with the Air Quality Action Plan.

b. the action sheet be noted.

(N/C)



	077/2014/15
	Planning
	The Chairman requested the Chairman of Planning, Cllr Mrs Shapland, to present the planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet. 

 

	078/2014/15


	Report from Devon County Councillor


	Cllr Mrs Chugg reported that Devon County Council had received two expressions of interest to provide a youth facilities in Braunton, which were currently being considered by the County.

She also reported that she has been meeting with members of the ‘Campaign to save our Library Group’ and she is hoping to get professional help to continue running the local Library service.

Cllr Mrs Chugg informed Members that she had allocated some of her County grant money to the Museum of British Surfing to enable them to install CCTV cameras.

The County has reprimanded its grass cutting Contractor ISS for missing a cut a last year. The Contractor should be providing 5 cuts per year but these so far have been of very poor quality.   Cllr Mrs Chugg requested if the Parish Council would consider taking over the grass cutting in Braunton?

Cllr Mrs Chugg further reported that she had attended a meeting regarding double yellow lines in Braunton. She has received lots of complaints, which need addressing before the double yellow lines can be implemented. She requested if the Parish Council would consider writing to the County to reiterate its support for double yellow lines in Braunton?

The lighting columns on the Tarka Trial near Station Close will be removed.  Andy Bell would like new low-level lighting to replace the existing lighting by the winter and is currently looking for funding.

Cllr Mrs Chugg reported that she had received numerous complaints regarding dog fouling on the Braunton Burrows and it being left in hedgerows.  She requested if the Parish Council would write to the new land agent informing them regarding the issue of dog fouling on the burrows?



	079/2014/15
	Report from North Devon District Councillors


	Cllr Mrs Chesters reported that North Devon Council Planning had been dealing with applications for wind turbines at Winsham and there may be a site meeting in the future.

Cllr Spear reported that North Devon Council were currently in discussions with its grass cutting Contractor SSI regarding they poor quality of work, especially the inadequate grass cutting at the cemeteries managed by North Devon Council.  



	080/2014/15
	Braunton Flood Update
	a. Members noted that there was no report presented by the Flood Warden.

b. RESOLVED: That the Parish Council writes a letter to Tesco Superstore supporting the Environment Agency and North Devon Council Planning Enforcement, requesting Tesco to clear vegetation in flood plain east of the Tesco store, Braunton.

(N/C)



	081/2014/15


	Velator Quay Improvements and Naturalisation
	Cllr Lord reported that the Council had been successful in obtaining £58,876.80 funding from the Northern Devon Fisheries Local Action Group (FLAG), Marine Management Organisation (MMO) and European Fisheries Fund towards the improvements at Velator quay.

A skip has been provided as part of the improvements and the Small Boat Owners and Angling Association will be organising a clean up of the quay area.



	082/2014/15


	Devon  County Council Youth Service Review


	The Chairman reported that the Council still had not received a response to its letter dated 26 February 2014.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk writes to Devon County Council chasing a response to the Council’s letter dated 26 February.

(N/C)



	083/2014/15
	Replacement of Bell Ringers Bench
	The Parish Clerk reported that Trewlaney Garden Centre might be interested in sponsoring a circular wooden bench to replace the vandalised Bell Ringers bench on the Village Green.

RESOLVED: The Council accepts Trewlaney’s offer to sponsor a circular wooden bench.  If Trewlaney is unable to sponsor the bench, the Clerk to obtain costs for either a metal or recycled bench and bring back to a future meeting.

(N/C)



	084/2014/15
	Braunton  Bowling Club


	RESOLVED: That the Council grants the Braunton Bowling Club permission to carry out improvements to the river embankment adjacent the Memorial Gardens, subject to them adhering to the advice provided by the Environment Agency.

(N/C)



	085/2014/15
	Braunton BMX Club
	RESOLVED: That the Council agrees to meet with the Braunton BMX Club at 6:00pm on Tuesday 26 August 2014 in the Council Chamber to discuss the future of a BMX track in Braunton.

(N/C)

Cllr Mrs Smith declared a non-Pecuniary interest.



	086/2014/15
	TAP Funding
	The Parish Clerk reported that North Devon Council had approved Braunton to appoint an independent contractor from the other four parishes involved in the Mobile Lengthsmen scheme.

The Clerk reported that only one contractor with suitable qualifications and insurances had submitted a quotation to carry out the work at £30 per hour.

RESOLVED: That the Council appoints Countryside and Garden to delivery the Mobile Lengthsmen scheme in Braunton using TAP funding.

(N/C)



	087/2014/15
	Museum of British Surfing
	The Council considered concerns raised by the Museum of British Surfing regarding the Maple tree situated at the front of the Museum and it’s roots protruding the tarmac area causing a potential trip hazard.

RESOLVED: That the Council’s policy for dealing with tree roots protruding from the ground will be, where possible, to increase the height of the ground level covering the root(s) and removing any possible trip hazards. 

(N/C)


	088/2014/15
	Hire of Parish  Hall
	RESOLVED:  That the Rotary Caen Club be granted permission to use the Parish Hall on Sunday 9 November 2014 to hold a ‘Big Curry’ event in conjunction with 24 Commando Engineer Regiment to raise money for the ABF Solders Charity.

It was further RESOLVED: That the Council would provide a donation towards the ABF Solders Charity to cover the cost to hire the Parish Hall.

(N/C)



	089/2014/15
	Hire of Village Green
	RESOLVED: That the Rotary Club of Braunton be granted permission to use the Village Green on Tuesday 12 and 19 August 2014 from 9:30am to 12:30am to sell tickets for their annual golf ball race.

(N/C)



	090/2014/15
	Hire of Recreation  Ground
	RESOLVED: That the Braunton Young Farmers Club be granted permission to hire the Recreation Ground on Sunday 3 August 2014 from 2:00pm to 6:00pm to hold an afternoon tea to raise funds for the club.

(N/C)



	091/2014/15
	Items to Note
	Items (a) to (f) were received and noted.




IN COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972 Sch. 12a Pt (1).

	092/2014/15
	Organisational Restructure
	Members considered comments following the staff consultation on proposals for an organisational restructure of Braunton Parish Council. 

The Council RESOLVED: That: -

a. It endorses and approves the organisational restructure proposals, as set out in the Clerk’s report.

b. in the event that there needs to be a selection process for any new posts, the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Chairman of Finance and Administration will be called upon to undertake interviews; and

c. to delegate authority to the Parish Clerk to implement any changes following the outcome of the consultation and to take any further action necessary to give effect to the contents of the approved report.

(N/C)

Cllr Lucas declared a Pecuniary interest and left the meeting.

Cllr Mrs Blackmore declared a non-Pecuniary interest.



	093/2014/15
	Bakehouse Centre Lease
	RESOLVED: That the Braunton and District Museum and Information Centre be requested to pay their annual rent in full. 

(N/C)




The meeting closed at 10.04 p.m.

...................................................The Chairman
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