BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 14 March 2016
	


	Present

	Cllr Spear in the Chair, Mrs Spear, Mrs Chesters, Bunyard, Mrs Wellstead, Lord, Lucas, Miss Beardshall, Mrs Chugg, Bonds and Miss De Groot.
Mrs T Lovell (Parish Clerk).


	283/2015/16
	Apologies


	Received and accepted from Cllr Bennett and Withey.

	284/2015/16
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	There were none.

	285/2015/16
	Declarations of Interest
	There were none received.

	286/2015/16 
	Request for Dispensation


	There were none received.

	287/2015/16
	Minutes


	(a) RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 8 February 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record.

(b) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Additional Council meeting held on 22 February 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record.

(c) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee held on 8 February 2016 be ratified and adopted by the Council.  

(d) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Property Committee held on 22 February 2016 be ratified and adopted by the Council

(N/C)

	288/2015/16
	Police
	The Chairman welcomed Sgt Andy Peel.
Sgt Peel tabled to all members of the Council a breakdown of reported incidents in the area over the past 3 months dated 16 December 2015 to 9 March 2016. The main recurring issue was house burglaries in some instances the police have carried out forensic investigations.    They have also carried out awareness operations by identifying houses and cars left unlocked and made owners aware regarding the risk of burglaries to their property.  Incidents of assault mostly relate to domestic violence all reports of domestic violence are treated as a priority as the police understand how difficult it is for victims to come forward.  

In comparison to last year’s figures reported crimes have decreased by 10%.  There were some issues reported last year regarding anti-social behaviour in Exeter Road due to late night drinkers.  The George Hotel is now under new ownership and PC Malcolm Kirk will be meeting with the new owners next week.  

Braunton has lost 1 of its Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) to Ilfracombe.  PCSOs will be trained to provide cover as retained firefighters when on duty in communities.  The Devon and Somerset Fire Service will pay for all training required.
The Chairman thanked Sgt Peel for his report.


	289/2015/16
	Finance
	a. RESOLVED: That the cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £1,600.27.

b. RESOLVED: That the statement of accounts for February 2016 be noted.
(N/C)

	290/2015/16
	North Devon and Braunton Christmas Market 2016
	The Chairman welcomed Neil Hampson organiser of the North Devon and Braunton Christmas Market.
Neil Hampson reported regarding the success of the Christmas Market held in Caen Street car park on 4 December 2015.  The event raised £600 which was given to various charities including the new Seamoor Unit and Special Baby Care Unit at North Devon Hospital, Dogs Trust and K9.  The event proved to be very popular with all pitches booked out to stallholders.  There were a few issues that did not go to plan such as the lighting was poor due to the wrong floodlights arriving at 2pm on the day.  The organisers had not anticipated that there would be such a good turnout of people attending and conditions were a bit cramped. If the Council grants permission for the Market to go ahead this year the organiser are proposing the following improvements: 

· Stallholders will be requested to provide their own LED lighting.  
· To use part of the overflow as well as the main car park to give more space for people to move around the market. 
· Food stalls will be designated to one area of the Market.
· Hire of a stage area.
· Chapter 8 approved signage for the highway.
· More local charities to benefit from funds raised.
Neil Hampson requested if the Council would grant permission for them to hold the North Devon and Braunton Christmas Market on Saturday 3 December 2016 between 3pm and 9pm in the main car park and part of the overflow car park, subject to permit holders still having access to spaces in the overflow.  Tescos have offered use of their car park again and people can access the Market on foot via the Tarka Trail.  
Cllr Mrs Chesters reported that she had seen some people drinking from glasses which was not acceptable. Neil Hampson confirmed that the main bar and ale bar should have only been selling cans, coffee cups and plastic glasses but he was aware that some public houses were serving glasses, which he had no control over.  He plans to hire more professional bars for this year’s Market and he would like to investigate whether it would be possible for the Council to apply for a Premises Licences.  

RESOLVED: That the
a. Council agrees to grant permission for the North Devon and Braunton Christmas Market to use the Caen Street main car park and part of the overflow car park on Saturday 3 December 2016. 

b. Council arranges a meeting between Neil Hampson, Andy Bell Service Manager and UNESCO Biosphere Co-ordinator, Devon County Council and Tesco Superstore to discuss plans for this year’s North Devon and Braunton Christmas Market.
c. Council agrees to investigate the possibility of applying for a Premises Licence.

(N/C)


	291/2015/16

	Action Sheet
	RESOLVED:  That the
a. Clerk to chase North Devon Council regarding the transfer of Mowstead Play Park over to the Parish Council.

b. Council obtains permission to plant trees on the grass verge on Ilfracombe Road.

c. updated action sheet be noted.
(N/C)



	292/2015/16
	Planning
	The Chairman requested the Deputy Lead Member for Planning Cllr Miss Beardshall, to present planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet. 



	293/2015/16


	Report from Devon County Councillor


	Devon County Council have increased its budget by 2%.  Following the budget meeting held on 18 February the County have decided to continue funding ‘lollipop’ school crossing at a cost of £250,000 per annum.  
The County are currently in the design process regarding major works to be carried out on the North Devon Link Road.



	294/2015/16
	Report from North Devon District Councillors


	Cllr Lucas reported that he would be attending the Personnel and Licensing Committee meetings at North Devon Council this week.
Cllr Mrs Chesters reported that at the North Devon Council Planning Committee held on 9 March it approved two major planning applications for Barnstaple’s Anchorwood Bank.  Application 60370 for the retail space will include an Asda Superstore and a large furniture retailer. 



	295/2015/16
	Braunton Flood Update
	a. Flood Warden’s Report - There was no update report received.
b. Flood Risk Management Team – There was no update report received.


	296/2015/16

	Section 106 Funding

	The Council considered proposals received from North Devon Council regarding the allocation of £127,649.18 Section 106 monies towards community projects in Braunton these included:
· Creation of new BMX track at Velator.
· Play area enhancements at Pill Gardens.

· Heating and insulation at the Countryside Centre.
· Installation of safety surfacing at Chaloners Road Play Park.
· Fence and self-closing gate at Knowle Play Park.
· Fencing at the Recreation Ground.
The Council expressed concerns regarding the amount of section 106 funds being allocated to the Braunton BMX Club, the Council supports the allocation of £25,000 which was previously agreed in principle when the Brannoc Fibre section 106 monies was available.  Members also requested further information regarding the proposed enhancements to the Pill Gardens Play Area.
RESOLVED:  The Clerk be instructed to write to North Devon Council expressing the Parish Council’s concerns as detailed above.

(N/C)



	297/2015/16

	Community Dog Fouling Sign Competition

	Cllr Bunyard expressed concerns regarding issues with the amount of dog mess being left in the village.  To help in the fight against dog fouling some councils have launched competitions asking local youngsters to design posters and signs that encourage owners to pick up after their dog.    He requested permission to approach the local schools regarding launching a similar competition in Braunton.  This would be in partnership with the North Devon Council Dog Warden and Braunton Burrows might also like to be involved.
RESOLVED:  That the 
a. Council agrees to grant permission for Cllr Bunyard and the Clerk to approach local schools, the North Devon Dog Warden and Braunton Burrows regarding launching a competition as above.

b. The Clerk to investigate whether there is any funding available.
(N/C)


	298/2015/16
	North Devon Council – Review of Planning Enforcement

	Members considered a request from North Devon Council regarding its views on priorities for planning enforcement within the parish of Braunton.  Comments received will be considered as part of North Devon Councils review of performance regarding planning enforcement and also the review of the Enforcement Plan published in line with paragraph 207 of the National Planning Policy Framework.

RESOLVED:  That this be deferred until the Additional Council meeting being held on 29 March.
(N/C)



	299/2015/16
	The Beacon

	Members considered report by Cllr Lord and Gary Stainer the Parish Council’s Gardener, which was sent out prior to the meeting and attached as Appendix A.  
Cllr Lord requested permission to improve future management of the Beacon with the following aims: 

· Remove young sycamore growth, bracken, bramble, gorse and implement a Management Plan to control growth in subsequent years.

· Reinstate pathways and steps

· Redefine and mark boundaries

· Plant a diversity of native tree species

· Encourage and increase wildlife and wildflower species.
· Provide rough bench seating.

It was suggested that the Council should consult with Natural England, the Forestry Commission and Woodland Trust before any work is undertaken.  Some Members expressed concerns that this might delay works.  It was noted that no works would happen without first establishing boundaries and consulting with neighbouring landowners.  

RESOLVED: That the
a. Council agrees to continue to investigate legal issues and establish boundaries.
b. Clerk to investigate if there is any funding available.
(10.1abs)


	300/2015/16
	Disposal of Land
	The Council considered disposal of land at the Old Quarry, North Down Road.  It was noted that the Council had recently received an expression of interest to purchase this land.  
RESOLVED:  That the Council agrees to dispose of the land by way of informal tender and that Stags be appointed as the Council’s agent.

 (N/C)



	301/2015/16
	Braunton Police Station 
	Members considered a report by the Clerk regarding possible future uses of the Braunton Police Station, attached as Appendix B.
RESOLVED: That
a. Member’s to email their ideas regarding proposals for future use of the Braunton Police Station.
b. The Council to carry out a feasibility study on all ideas received.

(N/C)


	302/2015/16
	Village Green
	a. RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for St. Brannocks Church to use the Village Green on 29 July, 5, 12, 19, 20, 26 & 27 August 2016 to ‘sell ducks’ and promote their annual Duck Race which is being held on Bank Holiday Monday 29 August.
b. RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for Braunton Rotary Club to use the Village Green on 26 & 28 March, 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27 and 28 May between 9:30am to 12:30pm to sell draw tickets for their Annual Braunton Village Fair.

c. RESOLVED:  That the Council grants permission for Mrs Sandi Vass and Shelia Brooks to use the Village Green every Thursday morning between 5 May and 22 September 2016 and on the Bank Holidays 2 and 30 May for the provision of local stalls in aid of various charities.

(N/C)



	303/2015/16
	Items to note
	RESOLVED: Items (a) – (f) be noted.
(N/C)


The meeting closed at 9:45 p.m.

...................................................The Chairman

…………………………………….Date
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