BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Council Chamber 

at 7.00pm on Monday, 11 January 2016
	


	Present

	Cllr Spear in the Chair, Mrs Spear, Mrs Chesters, Bunyard, Mrs Chugg, Mrs Wellstead, Lord, Bennett, Bonds and Miss Beardshall.
Mrs T Lovell (Parish Clerk).


	231/2015/16
	Apologies


	Received and accepted from Cllrs Withey (indisposed due to medical reasons) and Miss De Groot.


	232/2015/16
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	The Chairman wished everyone a Happy New Year.

	233/2015/16
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr Mrs Wellstead declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 245/2015/16, as she is the Parish Council’s representative on the North Devon Environment Trust.

Cllr Bennett declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 239/2015/16 (60384), as one of the persons making a representation is known to him.

Cllr Miss Beardshall declared a Prejudicial interest in Minute Ref: 239/2015/16 (60384), as the applicant is a close personal friend.



	234/2015/16 
	Request for Dispensation


	There were none received.

	235/2015/16
	Minutes


	(a) RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 14 December 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record, subject to a typo in Minute Ref 220/2015/16 being amended.
                                (N/C)


	236/2015/16
	Police
	There was no police report received.
Cllr Mrs Chesters had still been unable to contact a local police officer regarding reporting a matter of a sensitive nature.  The Clerk agreed to contact Sgt Andy Peel to request if a local police officer would be able to contact Cllr Mrs Chesters.


	237/2015/16
	Finance
	a. RESOLVED: That the cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £1,107.54.

b. RESOLVED: That the statement of accounts for December 2015 be noted.
(N/C)



	238/2015/16

	Action Sheet
	RESOLVED:  That
a. the updated action sheet be noted.
b. the Clerk to contact the police to obtain advice regarding the correct protocol for reporting abandoned property.

 (N/C)



	239/2015/16
	Planning
	The Chairman requested the Lead Member for Planning Cllr Bennett, to present planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet. 



	240/2015/16


	Report from Devon County Councillor


	Cllr Mrs Chugg reported that the County were currently setting its budget for 2016/17.

	241/2015/16
	Report from North Devon District Councillors


	Cllr Mrs Chesters reported that North Devon Council were currently setting its budgets for 2016/17.  Central government have cut its grant by 15% resulting in North Devon Council having to make further financial savings to its current budget.
Planning application 60133 for ANPR barriers at Saunton Car Park has been called and will be considered at the Planning Committee meeting on 10 February 2016.



	242/2015/16
	Braunton Flood Update
	a. Flood Warden’s Report - There was no update.
b. Flood Risk Management Team - There was no update.
c. Environment Agency – Desilt culvert Hordens Bridge
RESOLVED: That the Council agreed for the Environment Agency to use part of the Caen Street Overflow Car Park as a compound whilst it desilts the culvert at Hordens Bridge.

(N/C)


	243/2015/16

	Communal Green Space Westmead – Developers Management Plan (planning application 59569)

	RESOLVED: That this be deferred until the Council have obtained advice from the North Devon Council Monitoring Officer regarding whether the Parish Council should consider planning application 59569, as it has been offered part of the land in question.
(N/C)


	244/2015/16
	Review of Parish Council Social Media
	The Council reviewed its online social networking tools.  It was noted that its Twitter page had in the past 6 months been a useful online tool for sharing information.  There are some limitations as the information is usually only shared between other authorities, groups therefore does not reach all of the general public.  It was proposed, that the Council considers setting up its own Facebook Group/Page.  Following much discussion it was noted that although there are many advantages to having a presence on Facebook there are so disadvantages.
RESOLVED: 

a. That the Council agrees in principle to further investigate setting up its own Facebook account. 

b. The Clerk to consult with other Councils that already use Facebook regarding their experiences.

c. The Clerk to present a draft Social Media Networking Policy to the next Council meeting for consideration.

(8.2)

Cllr Mrs Wellstead declared a non-Pecuniary interest.



	245/2015/16

	North Devon Environment Trust

	The Council considered a request from the North Devon Environmental Trust to use part of the Council’s land as a compound whilst it carry outs improvements to the Countryside Centre building.  Members expressed concerns regarding access and when the works would be carried, to ensure that the least disruption is caused to other users. 
RESOLVED:  That
a. the Council agrees in principle for the North Devon Environmental Trust to use its land as a compound, preferably compound 1.
b. the Clerk and Chairman to meet with the North Devon Environmental Trust to discuss the proposed works in more detail and report back to Council.

(N/C)



	246/2015/16
	Temporary Car Parking Permits, Caen Street Car Park
	The Council considered a request from Marsdens Cottages regarding the provision of temporary parking permits in Caen Street Car Park to be used by visitors to the area. The Clerk reported that Ringgo, which was already being used by North Devon Council, would provide a service where users could pay for tickets in advance.  
RESOLVED: That the Council agrees in principle to provide the Ringgo service in its car parks.  The Clerk to investigate costs and report back to the Council.

(N/C)

	

	247/2014/15
	Future of North Devon Records Office

	RESOLVED:  That Members noted update received from Will Austin, Clerk to Barnstaple Town Council regarding the future of the North Devon Records Office.
(N/C)


The meeting closed at 8:30 p.m.

...................................................The Chairman

…………………………………….Date
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