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Minutes of the Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 10 June 2019 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, Chaloners Road, Braunton.
	

	


	Present

	Cllrs: E Spear in the Chair, D Spear, Mrs J Chesters, D Relph, B Bunyard, G Bell, V Cann, M Shapland, R Shapland, A Bradford, A Bryant and E Wood.
Officers: T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO
3 members of the public.
A Parishioner reported that part of the highway in Caen Street outside Warrens bakery had collapsed and requested if the Parish Council could forward her report on to Devon County Council for action.


	029/2019/20
	Apologies


	Received and accepted from Cllr Lord


	030/2019/20
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	The Chair announced that the Braunton Parish Flood Warden Ben Byrom had been awarded an MBE in recognition of his efforts toward Flood Resilience and the community of Braunton.  The Clerk to write and formally congratulate Ben Byrom on his achievement and to issue a press release.

	031/2019/20
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr R Shapland declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 056/2019/20, as he is a member of the Parochial Church Council (PCC).
Cllr R Shapland declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 038/2019/20 (f), as the applicant is known to him.

Cllr M Shapland declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 038/2019/20 (f), as the applicant is known to her.

Cllr M Shapland declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 056/2019/20, as she is a member of the Parochial Church Council (PCC).

Cllr A Bradford declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 038/2019/20 (d),  as applicant is known to him.

Cllr D Relph declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 050/2019/20, as he is a Trustee on the Living Well in Braunton Committee.

All members declared a Prejudicial interest in Minute Ref:  038/2019/20 (e), as the applicant is a contractor of the Parish Council.



	032/2019/20 
	Request for Dispensation


	None received.

	033/2019/20
	Minutes


	(a)    RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 13 May 2019 be approved and signed as a correct record.

(b) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Additional Council meeting held on 28 May 2019 be approved and signed as a correct record.

(c) RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 28 May 2019 be ratified and adopted by the Council.

(d) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on 3 June 2019 be ratified and adopted by the Council.

 (NC)



	034/2019/20
	Police Representation
	RESOLVED: That the Council noted the latest Police Newsletter, which was circulated prior to the meeting.
Members requested that the police be asked if the Community Speed Watch (CSW) could visit Saunton Road as motorists are continually speeding and it is dangerous for pedestrians, especially when there are events / matches being held at the Braunton Football Club. 


	035/2019/20
	Action Sheet
	RESOLVED: That the Action Sheet be noted, attached.

(NC)


	036/2019/20


	Report from Devon County Councillor


	The County Cllr had sent her apologies there was no report.

	037/2019/20
	Report from North Devon District Councillors


	The Chair invited the district councillors to give their reports.

Cllr E Spear reported that training for district councillors was still being held and committee meetings had now begun.

Cllr D Spear reported that he had been appointed to the Policy Development Committee (replacing Overview & Scrutiny).  It will continue to work with Torridge District Council on major issues and developments, working closely with the Biosphere.  A meeting has already taken place to consider the NHS Corporate Plan.  The Committee will also consider climate change.   

Cllr Mrs J Chesters reiterated that training was still be provided for district councillors.  

It was agreed that the Clerk to forward a calendar of Parish Council meetings to both the County Cllr Caroline Chugg and District Cllr Pat Barker.



	038/2019/20
	Planning
	The Chair requested the Lead Member for Planning Cllr M Shapland, to present the planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet. 

 

	039/2019/20
	Finance
	(a) RESOLVED: That the cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £7,784.65.

(b)   RESOLVED: That the statement of accounts for May 2019 be deferred until the Additional Council meeting to allow the bank statements to arrive.

(NC)



	040/2019/20

	General Power of Competence Localism Act 2011
	Members were informed that the Parish Council met the criteria for eligibility to use the General Power of Competence as defined in the Localism Act 2011.  The power would enable the Council to continue to have a greater freedom to act for the benefit of the community. 

RESOLVED: That

a. Braunton Parish Council confirms its eligibility to use the General Power of Competence (Localism Act 2011 S.1-8) by reason of two thirds or more of Councillors having been elected at the last election and the Parish Clerk holding the relevant qualifications in Bachelor of Arts Degree in Community Engagement and Governance and s.7 CilCA 2012. (Parish Councils (General Power of Competence)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012).

b. Braunton Parish Council, having met the criteria adopts the General Power of Competence as from 10 June 2019 and will reconfirm its eligibility following the next ordinary elections, providing that the criteria are met.
(NC)

	
	
	

	041/2019/20
	Internal Audit Report and Year End Internal Audit Observations 2018/19
	Copies of the documentation had been circulated with the agenda prior to the meeting.  

RESOLVED: To note the Internal Auditor’s Report for Year Ended 31 March 2019.
(NC)



	042/2019/20
	Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19 – Annual Governance Statement


	Copies of the documentation had been circulated with the agenda prior to the meeting.  

RESOLVED: To agree the Annual Governance Statement detailed in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19. That it be duly signed by the Chair and RFO.

(NC)

	043/2019/20
	Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19 – Accounting Statement
	Copies of the documentation had been circulated with the agenda prior to the meeting.  

RESOLVED: 
a. To agree the Accounting Statements contained within the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19. That it be duly signed by the Chair and RFO.

b. That the bank reconciliation year ended March 2019 be approved and duly signed by the Chair and RFO.

(NC)


	044/2019/20
	Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19


	Copies of the documentation had been circulated with the agenda prior to the meeting.  

RESOLVED: To agree the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19.
(NC)



	045/2019/20
	Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies
	Cllr M Shapland declared a non Pecuniary interest as she is a member on the North Devon Environmental Trust.

RESOLVED: That the Council approves appointment of Members to serve on outside bodies, attached as Appendix A.

 (NC)



	046/2019/20
	Braunton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (BNPSG)
	Members considered the BNPSG Terms of Reference circulated with the agenda.  
RESOLVED: That the Council to defer appointing up to four councillors to the BNPSG until after the Council has received a briefing from the existing members of the BNPSG.

(NC)

	047/2019/20
	Appointment of Internal Control Auditors for 2019/20

	RESOLVED: That Cllrs P Lord and Cllr B Bunyard be appointed as the Council’s internal control auditors for 2019/20.
(NC)

	048/2019/20
	Air Quality Technical Working Group (TWG) Minutes 1 May 2019

	RESOLVED: That the Minutes from the TWG meeting held on the 1 May 2019 be noted.
(NC)

	049/2019/20
	Climate Emergency
	The Council considered a motion to declare a Climate Emergency and commit to action to achieve carbon neutrality.
The Council noted:
1.
Humans have already caused irreversible climate change, the impacts of which are being felt around the world. Global temperatures have already increased by 1 degree Celsius from pre-industrial levels. Atmospheric CO2 levels are above 400 parts per million (ppm). This far exceeds the 350 ppm deemed to be a safe level for humanity;

2.
In order to reduce the chance of runaway Global Warming and limit the effects of Climate Breakdown, it is imperative that we as a species reduce our CO2eq (carbon equivalent) emissions from their current 6.5 tonnes per person per year to less than 2 tonnes as soon as possible;1
3.
Individuals cannot be expected to make this reduction on their own. Society needs to change its laws, taxation, infrastructure, etc., to make low carbon living easier and the new norm;

4.
Carbon emissions result from both production and consumption;

5.
Unfortunately, our current plans and actions are not enough. The world is on track to overshoot the Paris Agreement’s 1.5°C limit before 2050;2, 3
7.
The IPCC’s Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C, published in the autumn of 2018, describes the enormous harm that a 2°C rise is likely to cause compared to a 1.5°C rise, and told us that limiting Global Warming to 1.5°C may still be possible with ambitious action from national and subnational authorities, civil society, the private sector, indigenous peoples and local communities3;

8.
Parish, Town and City Councils around the world are responding by declaring a ‘Climate Emergency’ and committing resources to address this emergency.
The Council believes that:
1.
All governments (national, regional and local) have a duty to limit the negative impacts of Climate Breakdown, and local governments that recognise this should not wait for their national governments to change their policies. It is important for the residents of Braunton and the UK that local authorities commit to carbon neutrality as quickly as possible;

2.
The consequences of global temperature rising above 1.5°C are so severe that preventing this from happening must be humanity’s number one priority; and,

3.
Bold climate action can deliver economic benefits in terms of new jobs, economic savings and market opportunities (as well as improved well-being for people worldwide).

RESOLVED: That the Council:
a. Declares a ‘Climate Emergency’;

b. Pledges to do everything within the Council’s power to make the Parish of Braunton carbon neutral, and over the term of this council by 2023 to do as much as possible to achieve carbon neutrality.

c. Work with other local authorities and bodies (both within the UK and internationally) to determine and implement best practice methods to limit Global Warming to less than 1.5°C;

d. Continue to work with partners to deliver this new goal through all relevant strategies and plans;

e. Specifically consider the mitigation of wider climate impacts on Braunton;

f. Engage with surrounding parish and town councils to ascertain what other local areas are doing;
g. To carry out an audit of the Council’s activities to define the organisation boundaries and establish where improvements in the Council’s energy use can be made.
h. To have a full Council Working Party to consider and implement actions identified to achieve carbon neutrality;
i. To issue a press release informing the public of the Council’s aspirations to reduce its carbon use.
(NC)


	050/2019/20
	Living Well in Braunton Day Saturday 6 July 2019
	RESOLVED: That 

a. Living Well in Braunton be granted permission to close the Chaloners Road Car Park on Saturday 6 July 2019 to enable it to be used for activities and demonstrations at their Living Well in Braunton event.  
b. Living Well in Braunton be granted permission to use the Memorial Gardens at the rear of the Vivian Moon Community Centre.

c. The Clerk to advise Living Well in Braunton to contact the Aggie and request if their car park could be used for alternative parking.

(10.1.1abs)



	051/2019/20
	Training Opportunities
	a. RESOLVED: That Cllrs A Bryant, G Bell and L Wood to attend the New Councillor Training on the 10 July 2019 between 6:30 pm and 8:30 pm at Fremington Parish Hall. At a cost of £30 per delegate plus travel expenses. 

b. RESOLVED: That Cllr M Shapland, R Shapland and D Relph to attend the Rural Futures Conference 2019: At the Heart of the Community on the 28 June 2019 between 10 am and 4 pm at The Boniface Centre, Crediton. At a cost of £11.25 per delegate plus travel expenses. 
c. RESOLVED: That members to book themselves a place if they wish to attend the Devon Community Action for Wildlife Conference on the 6 July 2019 between 9:30 am and 4 pm at the Jubilee Hall, Chagford. 
(NC)



	052/2019/20
	Consultations
	a. North Devon Annual Local Waiting Restriction Programme 2019/20.
It was noted that Devon County Council had not consulted the public.  It was agreed that this consultation to remain on future agendas to avoid the Parish Council missing its opportunity to make representation.

b. Environment Agency Consultation: Draft national flood and coastal erosion risk management for England. https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/fcrm/fcerm-national-strategy-info/
RESOLVED: That a Working Group consisting of Cllrs E Spear, D Spear, D Relph, B Bunyard, G Bell, E Wood, A Bryant and V Cann to present a draft response to the consultation on behalf of the Council.  The draft response to be agreed at the Additional Council meeting on the 24 June 2019, the Clerk to submit the Councils response to the Environment Agency by the 4 July 2019.

(NC)

c. Devon County Council Proposed Diversion, Braunton Footpath 31.
RESOLVED: The above consultation be noted.

(NC)


	053/2019/20
	Public Conveniences and Bay Changing Facilities
	Cllr M Shapland explained that there is a lack of public baby changing facilities in the parish.  It was noted that the Council had previously tried to obtain funding to open the redundant public conveniences at the side of the Parish Hall.  This would be an excellent location for such a facility being close to a Play Park, the Memorial Gardens, Car Park and Library.  
The Council considered the state of the only public conveniences in the parish owned and maintained by North Devon Council.  It was explained that the Parish Council had previously entered in to discussions with North Devon Council regarding taking on these public conveniences but no further action has been taken at present. Cllr E Spear reported that at a District meeting she had recently attended NDC had considered carrying out a review of its public conveniences.
RESOLVED: That the

a. Clerk to write to NDC to bring to their attention the poor state of their public conveniences in Braunton and request that they are maintained to a better standard in the future.

b. Council to continue to secure potential funding towards the refurbishment of the redundant public conveniences situated at the side of the Parish Hall.

(NC)



	054/2019/20
	Open Space and Green Infrastructure Guidance Section 106
	The Council considered the NDC Open Space and Green Infrastructure Guidance circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the Council to consider what projects it would like to allocate Section 106 funding towards and that this be brought back to future meeting.

(NC)

	055/2019/20
	Braunton Express
	RESOLVED: That the Council to continue to issue a monthly Braunton Express newsletter on the centre fold of the EX33.  At £136 per month.
(NC)



	056/2019/20
	Hire of the Village Green
	RESOLVED: That St Brannock’s Church be granted permission to use the Village Green on the 26 July and 2, 9, 16, 17, 23 and 24 August 2019 to promote their Annual Duck Race. 
(NC)



	057/2019/20
	Items to Note
	Item (a) – (e) were noted.




The meeting closed at 9:40 pm.
Signed by the Chair: ...................................................

(Cllr E Spear)

                        Date: …………………………………….
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