
BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL


[image: image1.png]



Minutes of the Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13th July 2020 at 7:00 pm by video conference call.
	

	


	Present

	Cllrs: E Spear in the Chair, D Spear, M Shapland, R Shapland, B Bunyard, A Bradford, A Bryant, E Wood, G Bell, J Chesters and V Cann,
Officers: T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO.
1 member of the public.

The Chair welcomed those in attendance and thanked everyone for joining the meeting.  Technical checks were undertaken, the Chair read out the procedures for virtual meetings.



	042/2020/21
	Apologies


	Received from D Relph.

	043/2020/21
	Declarations of Interest


	None received.


	044/2020/21 
	Receive items for information not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council.

	None received.


	045/2020/21
	Public Participation 


	A resident brought to the Council’s attention anti social behaviour that she had witnessed in the village.
Out side the Countryside Centre there had been groups gathering skate boarding and playing ball games.  There used to be a sign stating no ball games or skate boarding but this had been removed.  The Clerk reported that the sign was stolen at the beginning of lockdown but the Council had authorised a replacement sign which would be installed shortly.
The resident reported that she had also witnessed group gatherings not maintaining social distancing under the Tesco footbridge at Bats Meadow.  She also raised concerns regarding suspected noxious weeds growing at Bats Meadow.  The Clerk reported that she had recently attended a site visit and was aware of the suspected noxious weeds which had been passed onto North Devon Council for action.


	046/2020/21
	Minutes


	RESOLVED:  That 
a. the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 8th June 2020 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.
b. The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 22nd June 2020 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record subject to Minute Ref:036/2020/21(b) ‘D Bunyard’ be amended to ‘B Bunyard’.

c. The Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on the 2nd July 2020 be ratified and adopted. 

(NC)



	047/2020/21
	Action Sheet
	RESOLVED: That the updated Action Sheet attached to these minutes be noted.
(NC)



	048/2020/21
	Police Report
	a. Police’s Diversity Officer meeting.

The Clerk reported that she had contacted Julie Dixon the Police’s Diversity Officer to request a meeting to discuss issues in Braunton.  Julie had recommended that North Devon Sunrise be invited to the meeting as she had worked with them in the past and found them to be very good.  
RESOLVED: That a working group consisting of the Clerk, Chair, Cllr V Cann and Cllr G Bell be authorised to represent the Council at a meeting with the Police’s Diversity Officer and North Devon Sunrise, and to report back to a future meeting.

b. Anti-social behaviour in the community.

The Clerk read an email received from the local policing team regarding a rise in anti social behaviour in recent weeks.  This behaviour was occurring at various sites in the community including the Recreation Ground, Tweedies Field and Velator Quay.  

Cllr V Cann commented that there had been evidence of a large gathering on Braunton Burrows.  

It was noted that there is also an issue with unauthorised campers it was reported that 11 campers a day were being moved on from Chaple Woods.  
Members felt that the reopening of outside activities including the Skate Bowl, Pump Track and play areas might help to reduce the levels of anti social behaviour.  



	049/2020/21
	Reports from the Devon County Councillor
	It was noted that the County Councillor’s report for April had stated that £6m had been awarded to complete the Knowle to Willingcott Cycle Path.  It was noted that this figure was incorrect members will consider the matter under agenda item 14 (Min Ref: 055/2020/21)

Cllr B Bunyard reported that South Street had seen an increase in traffic in the past few weeks. Motorists are driving the wrong way this could be avoided with improved signage to prevent confusion for those not local to the area.  There is also an issue with parking on double yellow lines it would appear the County’s Civil Enforcement Officer has not been enforcing the area since lockdown.

 

	050/2020/21
	Reports from the North Devon Councillors

	Cllr E Spear reported that the North Devon Council Planning Committee had approved the discharge of various conditions on the new Leisure Centre application in Barnstaple.  Works are due to start in September.
Cllr D Spear reported that North Devon Council had prior to the COVID-19 pandemic formed a Working Party to tackle climate change and the environment.  The Council will be holding an open meeting this week to look at its strategic development and how this may change due the pandemic and financial situation. 

Cllr J Chesters reported that she had attended a planning site meeting at Willingcott and presumed that they would be putting funding towards the Knowle to Willingcott extension of the Tarka Trail.


	051/2020/21
	Planning

	Cllrs E Spear, D Spear and J Chesters in their capacity as North Devon Councillors, stated that any opinions expressed during discussions on the following planning applications represent a preliminary view and that they will naturally reconsider the application fresh when presented all the facts at principal level.
(a)
71584

Proposal: 
Extension to dwelling

Location: Willoway Barn, Fairlynch Lane, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1BT

Applicant: Mr Copp

It was moved by Cllr D Spear, seconded by Cllr G Bell to recommend refusal.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends refusal on the grounds, as follows:

· Over intensification. 

· No evidence of net gain biodiversity. 

· Out of character with the surrounding area

(NC)

(b)
71612

Proposal: 
Reserviced matters application for landscaping and layout (outline planning permission 65991 – erection of one agricultural workers supervisory dwelling (all matters reserved)).

Location: Gandies, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2NU

Applicant: RW Avery and son

It was moved by Cllr A Bradford, seconded by Cllr G Bell to recommend refusal.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends refusal on the grounds, as follows: 

· Lack of Ecological Impact Assessment. 

· Insufficient landscaping. 

· No evidence of biodiversity net gain.

(NC)
(c)
71637

Proposal: 
Demolition of garage together with extensions to dwelling including garage.

Location: 16 Burrows Park, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1EU

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Brookes

It was moved by Cllr J Chesters, seconded by Cllr A Bryant to recommend approval.
RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

(d)
71614

Proposal: 
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 70408 to allow for amended boundarys.

Location: The White Cottage, Knowle, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2NA

Applicant: Mr David Earner

It was moved by Cllr D Spear, seconded by Cllr A Bryant to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

(e)
71666

Proposal: 
Demolition of dwelling and erection of 2 new dwellings

Location: 10 Pill Gardens, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2BE

Applicant: Ms Vallance

It was moved by Cllr A Bradford, seconded by Cllr B Bunyard to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

(f)
71672

Proposal: 
Listed building consent for replacement of ground floor sash window

Location: 4 Primrose Cottage, Silver Street, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2EN

Applicant: Simon Packer

It was moved by Cllr G Bell, seconded by Cllr R Shapland to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommend approval.

(NC)

(g)
71643

Proposal: 
Retrospective permission for the continued use of a livestock building

Location: Fullabrook Farm, Fullabrook, Ilfracombe, Devon, EX34 8NJ

Applicant: Samuel Tucker

It was moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr A Bradford to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approvals.

(NC)

(h)
71644

Proposal: 
Retrospective permission for the continued use of a livestock building

Location: Fullabrook Farm, Fullabrook, Ilfracombe, Devoon, EX34 8NJ

Applicant: Samuel Tucker

It was moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr A Bradford to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

(i)
71710

Proposal: 
Retrospective application for an extension to dwelling.

Location: North Lobb Bungalow, Lobb, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1JF

Applicant: Mr J Dennis

It was moved by Cllr D Spear, seconded by Cllr G Bell to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(9.1abs)

(j)
71694

Proposal: 
Extension to dwelling 

Location: 23 Dune View Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1BZ

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Cook

It was moved by Cllr J Chesters, seconded by Cllr R Shapland to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

(k)
71715

Proposal: 
Single storey side extension, raised decking and internal alterations

Location: 11 Shortacombe Drive, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1JD

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Blott

It was moved by Cllr J Chesters, seconded by Cllr V Cann to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

(l)
71705

Proposal: 
Extension to dwelling 

Location: 4 Barton Lane Close, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2AZ

Applicant: Mike Henning

It was moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr A Bradford to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

(m)
60823

Proposal:  Hybrid planning application: (A) full application for the access, scale & layout of site including raising of the ground levels, site access works & highway infrastructure to site, together with purpose built bat building. (B) outline application for 250 dwellings (Use Class C3). Space of up to 3000sqm employment (Use Class B1). Space of up to 250sqm (A1) gross floorspace; space of up to 2000sqm (A3). Gross floorspace; space of up to 250sqm (D1). Gross floorspace; space of up to 250sqm (D2). (C ) all the associated infrastructure including removal of any contamination, roads, footpaths, cycleway,drainage (including attenuation works), flood defence works, landscaping & appearance, public open space, utilities & vehicle parking & including demolition of buildings (amended scheme & supporting documents)

Location: the Former Yelland Power Station

Applicant: Yelland Quay Ltd
It was moved by Cllr G Bell, seconded by Cllr J Chesters to recommend refusal.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends refusals as the amended plans do not change the overall impact on the surrounding area and the Council wishes to reiterate its previous reasons for refusal, as follows:
•
Adverse influence on the Northern Devon UNESCO Biosphere Reserve the development will cause further damage to the landscape negatively impacting on this core area of the Biosphere Reserve, resulting in North Devon being at risk of no longer being able to defend its recognition as a world class environment by UNESCO.  The Northern Devon UNESCO Biosphere Reserve is a key natural capital asset and has a value to the local community and its economy the loss of this world class environment would have a detrimental impact on the North Devon economy. 

•
Adverse impact on the Braunton Greater Horseshoe Bat (GHB) roost as the site is an important connector between the north and south of the estuary, the development would result in a threat to protected species adversely impacting on foraging and nesting habitat for bats. 

•
Adverse effect on the adjacent estuary which is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) for its wildlife importance.  

•
Concerns being in close proximity to the RSPB’s Isley Marsh Nature Reserve, also within the SSSI, the development during its construction phase and after construction will cause disturbance to overwintering birds and further decimate numbers visiting high tide roost areas in the vicinity.

•
Policy ST01: Principles of Sustainable development – adverse effect on the intrinsic environmental value and character of the landscape as the proposal will harm local wildlife and result in the loss of important wildlife habitat significantly outweighing the economic and social benefits. 

•
Negative visual impact on the design, height and appearance of the proposed development it is not in keeping with the character of the estuary’s landscape setting.  Raising the site by two metres and erecting six-storey buildings on top is inappropriate for the area.

•
Increase in artificial lighting will have an adverse effect on native wildlife, particularly the GHB and other species that have evolved to be active during the hours of darkness.  

•
Concerns increased risk of flooding the development does not take into account the latest data on sea level rise predictions being 2.5 metres.  Yelland is already at risk of tidal flooding raising the land level and building the armoured wall sea defence will cause tidal displacement and put Braunton and other communities along the estuary at further risk of flooding.  Policy BAR21: Flood Management Strategy – Flood management measures along the River Taw and its tributaries will re-establish functional flood plains in the Taw estuary and upstream of Barnstaple.

•
Concerns regarding asbestos contamination throughout the site disturbance to the soil could result in asbestos fibres leaching into the estuary causing severe water contamination.

•
Unsuitable landscaping to offset biodiversity net gain the proposed planting of trees will not survive the site conditions and salty winds experienced in the area. 

(NC)



	052/2020/21
	North Devon Council – Planning Decisions
	North Devon Council, the determining Authority, has APPROVED the following applications with conditions as filed:

71460
Proposal: Construction of live work unit

Location: The Stables, Saunton Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1HG

Applicant: Peter Caswell

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 26/06/2020

71440
Proposal: Variation of condition 1 (approved plans) planning permission 66237 to allow for amended planting scheme.

Location: The Coombes Coombe Lodge, Lower Park Road, Braunton, Devoon, EX33 2LH

Applicant: Braunton Developments

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 24/06/2020

71443
Proposal: Change of use of domestic garage to Messy Play and Sensory facility with replacement of garage door with standard door & windows.

Applicant: Mr Ross Williamson

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 26/06/2020

71424
Proposal: Erection of new office building use as office B1 split into 2 smaller starter units.

Applicant: Peter Caswell

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 22/06/2020




	053/2020/21
	Accounts due for Payment for the period 22nd June to 13th July 2020.


	RESOLVED: That the payments totalling £6,300.12 be approved and paid.
(NC)



	054/2020/21
	Risk Assessments and Measures to reopen Parish Council services and buildings
	The Council considered risk assessments circulated prior to the meeting for measures to safely reopen Council buildings and services including the Car Parks, Community Work Hub, Play Areas and Parish Office.  
RESOLVED: That the risk assessments be approved and the Clerk be authorised to implement the measures contained therein to make the premises Covid secure.  

(NC)

	
	
	

	055/2020/21
	Active Travel Knowle to Willingcott extension of Tarka Trail. 

	Cllr E Spear and Cllr D Spear updated members regarding the Knowle to Willingcott extension to the Tarka Trail.  James Anstee Principal Transportation Planning Officer at Devon County Council had confirmed the following.

· Initial works have been undertaken to demonstrate commencement of development before the five year period expires in October 2020.  

· The £6m funding that was reported in April is believed to have come from media coverage of the DCC April cabinet committee.
· At this cabinet meeting the two year transport capital programme was approved with funding allocated for transport schemes that included £240k for developing the Tarka Trail missing links.  
· Funding and timescales for this scheme are yet to be confirmed. 
Cllr D Spear would be attending the County Highway and Traffic Order Committee (HATOC) meeting later this month and he has requested that this matter be included on the agenda.



	056/2020/21
	North Devon community Dog Control Public Space Protection Order (PSPO)
	Members considered the Public Space Protection Order Consultation.  
RESOLVED: That the consultation be noted.

(NC)

	057/2020/21
	Life on the Verge (Wildflower Verges)

	The Clerk reported that Life on the Verge had now come to the end of its funding and had offered the Parish Council to take on the ownership of its equipment.  The Council would have to allow other communities to loan the equipment.  But it would not be liable if the equipment is damaged or not returned.

It would be expected that anyone who makes contact with the Council to borrow the tools they would be responsible for collecting and returning them.  

RESOLVED:  That the

a. Council thanks Life on the Verge for donating their equipment for use in the community.

b. Parks and Gardens Committee to look at encouraging community events to plant wildflower verges starting this autumn.

c. Council approaches the Countryside Centre to work in partnership with the Parish Council on this project.

(NC)



	058/2020/21
	Internal Auditor Report and Year End Internal Audit Observations 2019/20

	Copies of the documentation had been circulated prior to the meeting.
RESOLVED: To note the Internal Auditor’s Report for Year Ended 31 March 2020.

(NC)

	059/2020/21
	Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Annual Governance Statement 2019/20
	The Clerk summarised a report circulated with the agenda, setting out the requirements of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)

for 2019 to 2020. The submission draft of the AGAR had been circulated prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED: That Braunton Parish Council approves the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2020 as shown at Section 1 of the

Annual Governance and Accountability Return.

(NC)


	060/2020/21
	Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Annual Accounting Statement 2019/20
	In respect of the accounting statements, public consultation, and submission to the external auditor. The draft AGAR had been circulated prior

to the meeting. Members considered the requirements and the draft AGAR, and

RESOLVED: 
a. That the bank reconciliation year ended 31 March 2020 be approved and duly signed by the Chair and RFO.

(NC)

b. That Braunton Parish Council has considered the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2020 as shown at Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.

(NC)

c. That Braunton Parish Council approves the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2020 as shown at Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.

(NC)


The meeting closed at 8:45 pm.
Signed by the Chair: ...................................................

(Cllr E Spear)

                        Date: …………………………………….
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