BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 13 February 2024 at 7pm in the Parish Hall, Chaloners Road, Braunton.
	


	Present

In attendance


	Cllrs: M Shapland in the Chair, E Spear, D Spear, R Shapland, T Kirby, V Cann, E Blackmore and M Cann, R Byrom, L Childs, G Bell and A Bryant.
Officers:  T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO

Cllr Pru Maskell – Devon County Councillor
                             & North Devon Councillor


	229/2023/24
	Apologies

	None received.

	230/2023/24
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	The Chairman thanked everyone for their support at last night’s Community Drop-in Surgery.  Seven members of the public attended.  It was suggested that the next one could be held on a Saturday morning. 


	231/2023/24
	Declarations of Interest

	Cllr G Bell declared a Non-registrable interest (NRI) in Minute Ref:  (e – 78201), as the he lives in close proximity to the proposed development.
Cllr G Bell declared a Disclosable Pecuniary interest (DPI) in Minute Ref:  (f – 78251), as the applicant is a colleague and friend.

Cllr T Kirby declared a Non-registrable interest (NRI) in Minute Ref:  (e – 78201), as the he lives in close proximity to the proposed development.



	232/2023/24
	Public Participation
	None received.


	233/2023/24
	Request for Dispensation


	There were none.

	234/2023/24
	Minutes


	RESOLVED: That the 
a. Minutes of the Council meeting held on 9 January 2024 be approved and signed as a correct record subject to Minute Ref: 209/2023/24 – Public Participation being recorded as continued later in the meeting. 

b. Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 17 January 2024 be ratified and adopted by the Council.

c. Minutes of the Property Committee meeting held on the 7 February 2024 be ratified and adopted by the Council. 

d. Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on 8 February 2024 be ratified and adopted by Council.
(NC)



	235/2023/24
	Action Sheet
	Cllr R Byrom updated members regarding progress with the Mens Shed project.  The steel for the ramp had been delayed it is hoped that it will arrive in the next couple of weeks.  As soon as the ramp is installed the men will be able to access the railway carriage.  The second railway carriage will be installed following the installation of the access ramp.  The Mens Shed have been successful in securing a £15,000 grant from Fullabrook and the Vivian Moon Foundation had also given some money. 
Cllr A Bryant had been approached by John Grimshaw who had offered to work with County Council to complete the extension of the Knowle to Willingcott extension.  DCC need £3m to complete the works from Buttercombe to the Fox Hunters which they don’t have.  John Grimshaw had approached DCC offering to do it for a fraction of that price under Active Travel England but the County Council had declined his offer. 

The County Cllr understood from County officers that the reason they had declined his offer is because the Tarka Trail is multi-user trail and the works have to be completed to a specific standard.  There are six phases to the proposed works a map showing the different phases had previously been circulated amongst members.   

RESOLVED: That the action sheet be noted.

(NC)



	236/2023/24
	Police Representation

	The Chairman read to members a response received the police regarding what violence less serious means on their reports. Violence less serious would mean where there has been an assault where the victim wasn’t injured or only suffered a minor injury. For instance, a domestic where one party has pushed another or a couple of drunks having a minor scuffle in a pub. 

She went on to explain that the police had advised that they could not compare last year’s figures, as they don't produce the newsletters, they are completed elsewhere. The local policing team suggested that the members compare this year’s figures to last year’s newsletter for that month. They warned that comparing figures isn’t always a good indicator of things being better than last year or worse. There could be a number of criminal damages caused by one person last January and not this year or a spate of burglaries this month and not the same time last year. Crime figures go up and down and can be swayed by one person. 
The Council requested what ‘Other notifiable crimes’ would relate as there were six reports in January.  

Member requested if the police could provide an update regarding their position with being special measures.   

The Clerk be instructed to invite a police a representative to attend the Annual Parish Meeting on the 10 April 2024.

RESOLVED: That the police newsletter be noted.

(NC)



	237/2023/24
	Report from Devon County Cllr


	The County Cllr Pru Maskell’s report was circulated prior to the meeting attached as – appendix one. 

The County Cllr reported that she had contacted the County Neighbourhood Highway Officer regarding the inconsiderate parking along Exeter Road.  It maybe possible to install planters to prevent parking on the grass verges.  Alternatively, the County could consider introducing on-street parking but this would mean removing the cycleway.   The County Council will consult with the residents in Exeter Road. 

Cllr G Bell requested if there had been any progress with the 20mph scheme on Wrafton Road outside the Academy and South Mead School.  The County Cllr reported that the schools did not have sufficient staffing levels to be able to manage the scheme so it had not been implemented. She explained that the County are allowing towns and parishes to do their own 20mph schemes but they have to cover the cost of signage.  This to added to the action sheet. 

 had sent her apologies.  She had attended a meeting at the Barnstaple Link Centre along with four fellow North Devon County Councillors, representatives from DCC and from Devon Mental Health Alliance. They met with service users and staff and discussed what would happen if the service is closed and how Devon Mental Health Alliance have NHS funding to step into the breach. The building would be available for them to use. The results of the consultation will go to Cabinet in March.



	215/2023/24
	Report from North Devon District Councillors


	North Devon Cllr Liz Spear’s report was circulated prior to the meeting attached as – appendix one.
North Devon Cllr Graham Bell’s report was circulated prior to the meeting attached as – appendix two.

North Devon Cllr Simon Maddocks reported that he had been contacted regarding planning application 78041.  He explained that it is difficult to overcome privacy issues but from his experience with the Georgeham Neighbourhood Plan it is important that the Council sticks by its Neighbourhood Plan polices and remains consistent when responded to planning applications.  



	216/2023/24
	North Devon Christmas Market
	The organiser of the North Devon Christmas Market reported that the 2023 Market had a great success.  There were a few minor issues regarding limited parking, if granted permission to the hold the event next year he would work on providing additional parking.  It would be great if the event could be moved to the Recreational Ground freeing up the Caen Street Car Park for parking but you cannot guarantee the weather in December.  He is in discussion with North Devon Council about using the park and ride at Chivenor Cross.  

Feedback from the Countryside Centre, Museum and Rotary was good.  Many took between 3 and 8 days takings in one day.  The Countryside Centre who was selling mulled wine had runout of stock before the end of the event.  Some of the other charities that benefited including The Dogs Trust, Cancer Research UK, Plastic Free North Devon and Live Well in Braunton.  £1,000 worth of pitch space was given free of charge to local charities.  

Cllr M Cann requested if the organiser could provide a full breakdown of all the charities that benefited from the 2023 Christmas Market.

The Market was well organised there were no reports of anti-social behaviour.  There were two paramedics on site during the event but fortunately there were no emergencies. 
There was 100 craft traders and 15 food trailers and many sold out before the end of the Market.  This is the ninth North Devon Christmas Market held in Braunton the organiser requested if he could hold the event again on the 7 December 2024. 

RESOLVED: That the Council would agree the date for this year’s North Devon Christmas Market following a formal application being received from the organiser. 
(NC)


	217/2023/24
	Braunton Shop Front Christmas Trees
	The Clerk explained that James Benning had sent his apologies but had asked Cllr Roger Byrom to speak on this behalf. 
Cllr Byrom explained that some traders in the village had volunteered in previous years to put up the shop front Christmas trees but there were concerns regarding them not having public liability insurance.  The traders would like to request if the Parish Council would be in a position to cover the volunteers on their public liability.  It was agreed that the Council would find out what other town and parish councils do and bring this matter back to a future meeting for further consideration.

It was noted that all shops had made a good effort with their Christmas lights. 



	218/2023/24
	Planning
	Cllrs E Spear and G Bell in their capacity as North Devon Councillors, stated that any opinions expressed during discussions on the following planning application represent a preliminary view and that they will naturally reconsider the application fresh when presented all the facts at principal level.
(a) 78155

Proposed: Notification of works to trees in a conservation area to remove Conifer hedge & replant area with a native species

Location: 29 Church Street Braunton Devon EX33 2EL

Applicant: Claire Appleby

For information only.
(b) 78217

Proposed: Erection of dwelling house & alterations to access Plot 2

Location: Land at The Stables Saunton Road Braunton Devon EX33 1HG

Applicant: Pete Caswell

Braunton Parish Council does not support development on this site.  However, if the Local Planning Authority is mindful to approve the development the Council would request that a Section 106 Agreement is in place for principal residency in accordance with Policy H1 in the Braunton Neighbourhood Plan.

(NC)

(c) 77978

Proposed: Erection of porch, minor changes to windows and erection of a oak pergola

Location: 8 Cross Farm Braunton Devon EX33 1FD

Applicant: Andrew Thomas
Moved by Cllr E Blackmore, seconded by Cllr R Byrom to recommend refusal.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends refusal on the grounds as follows:

The height of the proposed fence would cause an adverse impact on the neighbouring properties daylight and sunlight.  
Concern regarding overlooking and loss of privacy due to the positioning of the proposed window. 
78176

Proposed: Conversion & alteration of redundant store/workshop into 2 dwellings

Location: 6 The Square Braunton Devon EX33 2JD

Applicant: Peter Fidge

The Council supports this application in principle as it meets the need for 1 bedroom properties as identified in the Braunton Housing Needs Assessment and complies with Policy H2 – Responding to Local Housing Market Needs.  It would request that if the Local Planning Authority is minded to grant permission that a Section 106 Agreement be in place for primary residence in accordance with Policy H1. 
The Council is concerned regarding health and safety and would request further clarity on access to the apartments and the positioning of the windows. 

78201

Proposed: Outline application for erection of a single dwelling with some matters reserved (appearance)

Location: Bloomfield Hills View Braunton Devon EX33 2LA

Applicant: Mr Justin Allison

78251

Proposed: Demolition of outbuilding and erection of single storey extensions

Location: Springhaven Hills View Braunton Devon EX33 2LA

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Hollister

78047

Proposed: Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 71733 (demolition of dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling) to allow a design changes to improve buildability, reduce light spill and improve utility/adaptability

Location: Ferndown Saunton Braunton Devon EX33 1LG

Applicant: Mr and Mrs James

78180

Proposed: Application for a lawful development certificate for commencement of works relating to planning permission 72836 

Location: land off Down Lane, Braunton EX33 2LE

Applicant: Messrs K and G Baddock


	
	
	

	219/2023/24
	North Devon Council Planning Decisions
	77031
Description: Reserved matters, application for erection of three dwellings providing details of; layout, scale, appearance, access and landscaping (outline planning permission 73904 – outline application for the erection of up to three dwellings)

Site Address: Park Farm Lower Park Road Braunton EX33 2LQ

Applicant: Mr H McDowell

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 13/12/2023


77620
Description: Placement of steel frame and steel plates in shape of World War II military tank 

Site Address: Adjacent to “I” Lane – what three words “position.brains.hopefully” Braunton Burrows Braunton Devon

Applicant: Friends of the Assault Training Centre

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 20/12/2023

77953
Description: Single storey extension to dwelling and associated works Site Address: 32 North Street Braunton Devon EX33 1AP

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Paul & Jane Knight

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 20/12/2023

77873
Description: Erection of maize clamp to store maize silage

Site Address: Boode Farm Halsinger Braunton Devon EX33 2NN

Applicant: Mr R Fowler

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 18/12/2023

77904
Description: Prior notification by telecommunications code system operator for the removal of the existing 14.4m monopole with 4no. antennas and 1no. microwave dish and replacement with a 16m monopole with 6no. antennas, 1no. 0.2m relocated dish, 1no. 0.6m dish and ancillary equipment and development ancillary thereto

Site Address: CS13177222 (VF71856) Home Hardware Velator Industrial Estate Braunton Devon EX33 2DX

Applicant: Cornerstone

Decision: PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUESTED

Decision Date: 21/12/2023

77792
Description: Creation of additional car parking spaces

Site Address: Caen House Caen Street Braunton Devon EX33 1AH
Applicant: North Devon Homes

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 19/12/2023


	220/2023/24
	Finance Matters
	(a) RESOLVED: That the supplier payments on the schedule from 13 December 2023 to 9 January 2024 were approved and drawn in the total sum of £14,798.52.
(NC)

(b) RESOLVED: That the Council’s December 2023 direct debits and standing orders for the sum of £6,736.74 be retrospectively approved.
(c) RESOLVED: That the PAYE, NI and pension contributions for January 2024 were approved and drawn in the total sum of £17,727.26.
(NC)

	221/2023/24
	Representatives on Outside Bodies

	(a) The Council noted a report provided by Cllr L Spear regarding the Vivian Moon Community Centre, attached as – appendix three.

It was noted that the Vivian Moon Community Centre Committee had not met since before Covid.  The Council considered the conditions of their Lease.  It was proposed and unanimously agreed to move this item into Part B – exclusion of Press of Public to allow discussion regarding the Lease.
(NC)
(b) The Council noted a report provided by Cllr R Byrom regarding the Braunton Youth Club.  He had tried to make contact with Braunton Youth Club on a number of occasions as the Parish representative and also on behalf of Braunton Caen Rotary as Club President; sadly however, none of his messages have received a response. He will make approaches again in the coming month and hopefully have something to report soon.

(c) RESOLVED: That the appointment of Parish representative on the Small Boat and Angling Association be deferred until the next meeting as Cllr Relph was not in attendance.
It was proposed and unanimously agreed to move agenda item 17 – Installation of the Fire Doors in the Parish Office until after the Council had agreed its budget for 2024/25. 

(NC)



	222/2023/24
	North Devon Records Office Budget Crisis
	Members considered a letter received from the Clerk at Barnstaple Town Council requesting urgent funds to maintain the North Devon Records Office located in Barnstaple.  The Council valued the work done by the North Devon Records Office it would not want to see local records relocated to Exeter and risk being lost to local communities.  The Council however would not be able to afford 1% of its precept in 2024/25 due to the financial challenges it faces taking on the public conveniences from North Devon Council. 

RESOLVED: That it would consider providing financial support from 2025/26.

(NC)



	223/2023/24
	Revised Draft Budget 2024/25


	Following concerns raised by members regarding the level of precept.  The Clerk, prior to the meeting, circulated a revised budget 2024/25. The proposed amendments included: 
Budget Heading

Revised

Budget

Saving

Reason

Election Expenses

£6k
£2k
Risk of by-election low Council may be able to Co-opt

Motor Fleet
£5k
£5k
Replacement vehicle fund could be increased in 2025/26.
Braunton Museum Silver Jubilee
£0
£1k
Remove
Play Parks

£30k

£15k

Replace Spudnix in 2024/25 and install multi climbing unit in 2025/26.

Parish Audit

£5k

£10k

Replace fire doors in Parish Office.

Parish Grants

£7.5k

£7.5k

Reduce by 50%.

RESOLVED: That the

a. Council approves its revised 2024/25 budget reducing it by £40,500.

b. Council’s budget for 2024/25 be set at £506,233 as detailed in – appendix four.

c. Council’s precept to be set at £251,690.
(9.1.0abs)
Cllr R Shapland requested that his vote against be recorded in the minutes.



	224/2023/24
	Installation of new Fire Doors in the Parish Office
	The Clerk reported that the Council’s Fire Risk Assessment carried out in 2022 had identified that the internal office doors were inadequate and needed to be replaced with fire doors.  

The Council considered two quotations that had been obtained. 

RESOLVED: That quotation B, at a cost of £2,997.08 including VAT be approved, as this included disposal of the existing doors and draft proofing the chimney breast in the reception area.

(NC)
It was proposed and unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow a member of the public to speak as he had missed his opportunity under public participation.

(NC)

A member of the public expressed his concerns regarding sat navs directing HGVs down unsuitable roads.  He explained that many properties and the highway in Station Road were getting damaged due to these large vehicles experiencing difficulty manoeuvring. He requested if signage could be installed to advise HGV drivers where the roads are unsuitable.  The Council agreed to pass this matter onto the Devon County Cllr for action.

The Council reinstated Standing Orders.

(NC)



	225/2023/24
	Parish Hall Bookings
	RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for Candar to hold a licenced gig event in the Parish Hall on Saturday 30th March until 11pm.
(NC)



	226/2023/24
	Exclusion of Press and Public – Part ll
	RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972 Sch. 12a Pt(3).


	227/2023/24
	Vivian Moon Community Centre

	Members considered the requirements of the Lease.  Following discussion, it was agreed that no further action would be taken. 

	228/2023/24
	Freedom of Information 

	The Clerk reported that she had responded to a Freedom of Information request.  Some of the information requested was exempt from disclosure under Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act, as disclosure of this information would prejudice the commercial interests of a local business.  The Clerk informed members that the Council has been threatened with further legal action. 


The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
Signed by the Chair: ...................................................

(Cllr M Shapland)
Date: ………………………………………………………
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