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Minutes of the Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 12th April 2021 at 7.00 pm by video conference call.
	

	


	Present

	Cllrs: E Spear in the Chair, D Spear, M Shapland, R Shapland, E Wood, P Lord, A Bryant, B Bunyard and V Cann,
Officers: T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO.
1 member of the public (arrived at 7.15 pm).

The Council held a minute’s silence in memory of the Duke of Edinburgh.

Technical checks were undertaken, the Chair read out the procedures for virtual meetings.



	274/2020/21
	Apologies


	Received from Cllrs G Bell, J Chesters indisposed, A Bradford and D Relph on holiday.


	275/2020/21
	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr M Shapland declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 284/2020/21 (c)-73502, as the applicant is adjacent to the St. Brannock’s Rooms.
Cllr R Shapland declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 284/2020/21 (c)-73502, as the applicant is adjacent to the St. Brannock’s Rooms

All members declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 284/2020/21 (j)-73147, as the applicant is the Council’s solicitor.



	276/2020/21 
	Receive items for information not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council.

	There were none.

	277/2020/21
	Public Participation 


	There was no public participation.

	278/2020/21
	Minutes


	RESOLVED:  That 
a. the Minutes of the Council meeting held on the 8th March 2021 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.
b. the Minutes of the Council meeting held on the 22nd March 2021 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.
(8.1abs)



	279/2020/21
	Action Sheet

	RESOLVED: That the Council notes the updated Action.

	280/2020/21
	Police Report
	a) The Council noted the police newsletters for April 2021.

b) Inspector Sean Pepper be invited to attend the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 28th April 2021 at 7pm.


	281/2020/21
	Caen Field, Braunton
	Members considered an email from the Head Teacher of Caen Primary School, circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting.

The School had requested permission to install an Astroturf Multi Unit Games Area (MUGA) and allotment area on the site.  The North Devon Area Project Manager for Devon County Council had requested decisions from the Council that would affect the current lease.  The Council felt legalities, cost implications and the impact on the natural environment would need further consideration prior to the Council making a decision.  

RESOLVED: That this be deferred until a future meeting to enable the Council to investigate the legalities relating to the lease, cost implications on the Parish Council and impact on the natural environment.

(NC)



	282/2020/21
	Reports from the Devon County Councillor

	There was no report received from the County Cllr.
Members requested that following issues be passed onto the County Cllr: - 

· Potholes had become very bad on the road between Braunton and Mullacott, when are these due to be repaired?

· Many of the unclassified roads are now disintegrating due to years no repairs, some roads you can no longer drive a vehicle along.

· The Tarka Trail extension between Knowle and Willingcott – the planning was due to run out last year but this was extended due to Covid-19, as there are no immediate plans to carry out the works will the planning be extended for a further year.



	283/2020/21
	Reports from the North Devon Councillors

	Cllr Liz Spear had attended Strategy and Resources earlier today, she explained that the Off Street Parking Order including changes to the Caen Street and Chaloners Road car parks had been agreed.
Cllr Derrick Spear explained that he was a member on the Joint Torridge and North Devon Working Party.   The Working Party had agreed that the planning policy had been broken by government leaving it wide open for opportunistic planning applications.


	284/2020/21
	Planning

	Cllrs E Spear and D Spear in their capacity as North Devon Councillors, stated that any opinions expressed during discussions on the following planning applications represent a preliminary view and that they will naturally reconsider the application fresh when presented all the facts at principal level.
(a) 73031

Proposal: Demolition of existing storage rooms & creation of single storey extension.

Location: The rear at 21 Barton Lane, Braunton, Devon EX33 2AY

Applicant: Jamie Bott
It was moved by Cllr D Spear, seconded by Cllr R Shapland to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)
(b)   73045
Proposal: Replacement of conservatory roof.

Location: 7 Scurfield Close, Braunton, Devon EX33 1HQ

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Priddle
It was noted that amended plans had been received which would be considered under (i).
.

Cllr Liz Wood left the meeting.
Cllr M Shapland and Cllr R Shapland declared a non-Pecuniary interest.

(c)   73052
Proposal: Extension to dwelling.

Location: Deanscourt, Church Street, Braunton EX33 2EP

Applicant: Mr K Metcalfe
It was moved by Cllr D Spear, seconded by Cllr B Bunyard to recommend that the application be deferred.

RESOLVED: That the Council defers making comment and requests further clarity on the issues, as follows:

· There is a utility pole in close proximity to the proposed extension, would the applicant need a wayleave agreement to enable future maintenance?

· There were concerns that the proposed water butt would not be sufficient to cope with the amount of surface water runoff from the guttering, would the applicant need to discharge the water runoff directly into a surface water drain? 
(8.1abs)
Cllr Liz Wood re-joined the meeting at 7.26 pm and therefore abstained from voting.

(d)   73056
Proposal: Extensions to dwelling, loft conversion & removal of porch.

Location: Nivena, Higher Park Road, Braunton, Devon EX33 2LF

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Stafford
It was moved by Cllr D Spear, seconded by Cllr P Lord to recommend approval.
RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval subject to the comments made by the Sustainability Officer regarding installing sufficient bird/bat boxes be adhered to.
(8.1abs)
(e)   72997
Proposal: Single storey rear extension and widening gradient of front parking space.

Location: 26 Silvan Drive, Braunton, Devon EX33 2EQ

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Jamie Robinson
It was moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr D Spear to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.
(NC)

(f)    73109
Proposal: Extension & alterations to dwelling.

Location: 1 Manor Mill Road, Knowle, Braunton, Devon EX33 2LS

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Gareth and Carolyn Jeffs
It was moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr V Cann to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval
(NC)
(g)  73117

Proposal: Extension over existing terrace area.

Location: Kozi Kot, Knowle, Braunton, Devon EX33 2NA

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Stainer
It was moved by Cllr L Spear, seconded by Cllr R Shapland to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval

(NC)
(h)  73011

Proposal: Extension to create fitness studio.

Location: Saunton Sands Hotel, Saunton, Braunton, Devon EX33 1LQ

Applicant: Percy R Brend & sons (hoteliers) Ltd
It was moved by Cllr B Bunyard, seconded by Cllr L Wood to recommend refusal.

With two votes in favour and seven against the proposal fell.

It was moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr A Bryant to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval

(7.2)
(i) 73045

Proposal: Replacement of conservatory (amended description)

Location: 7 Scurfield Close, Braunton, Devon EX33 1HQ

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Priddle
It was moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr A Bryant to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval

(7.2)
All members declared a non-Pecuniary interest.
(j)    73147

Proposal: Erection of home office and associated landscaping.

Location: Broadlands, Higher Park Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2LF.

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Tansley
The Council did not make comment as it had declared a non-Pecuniary interest.

(k)   73053

Application for a lawful development certificate for the existing use as a recreation and overnight dwelling-The Green Hut, Hillside above Saunton, Braunton, Devon EX33 1LQ
It was moved by Cllr P Lord, seconded by Cllr D Spear to make the following comments.

RESOLVED: Braunton Parish Council strongly object to this application for a lawful development certificate.  Members have no knowledge of The Green Hut, located on land at Saunton Down, as being inhabited.  The Green Hut is a run down and derelict building which has only ever been used in the past as a stock shelter.  In addition to this there is no vehicular access from the highway
(NC)



	285/2020/21

	North Devon Council – Planning Decisions
	North Devon Council, the determining Authority, has APPROVED the following applications with conditions as filed:

72758

Proposal: Construction of a live work unit – revised scheme to that granted under application 71460.

Location: The Stables, Saunton Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1HG

Applicant: Peter Caswell

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 17/03/21
72849

Proposal: Extension to dwelling.

Location: 11 Homer Cresent, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1DT

Applicant: Mr Philip Hill

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 19/03/21
72839

Proposal: Prior notification for demolition of timber storage sheds under Part 11 Class B Demolition

Location: 1 Fullabrook Cottages, West Down, Ilfracombe, Devon, EX34 8NJ

Applicant: Mr P Moudy

Decision: PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED

Decision Date: 15/03/21
72939

Proposal: Erection of balcony and associated works

Location: Brambles Ash Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2EF

Applicant: Mr and Mrs B Bale

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 26/03/21


	286/2020/21
	Accounts due for Payment for the period 22nd March to 12th April 2021, including PAYE and NI.

	RESOLVED: That the

a) Payments totalling £9,914.40 be approved and paid as detailed on the attached list.

b) PAYE and NI for April 2021 be approved as detailed on the attached list, including payments dated the 4th February 2021.
 (NC)

	287/2020/21
	Scheme of Delegation
	Members considered the Council’s draft Scheme of Delegation, sent out with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the Scheme of Delegation be approved and adopted by Council.

(NC)

	288/2020/21
	Return to face-to-face meetings
	a) Members considered a report, circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting, regarding future arrangements for Council meetings.  A letter from the Minister of State for Regional Growth and Local Government confirmed that the Government will not be extending the regulations to permit remote meetings.  This means from the 7th May 2021 Council meetings will return to face-to-face.  The Clerk presented several recommendations for consideration on how the Council might continue to meet safely.  The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) and the Association of Democratic Services Officers (ADSO) are pursuing a court case to get the Government to extend the legislation to permit remote meetings but no decision will be made until the end of April, at the earliest.

RESOLVED: That this matter be deferred until the Annual Council Meeting to enable further information to be received from the Government prior to the Council making a decision on how it will continue with future meetings. 
b) Members considered the Government’s call for evidence on remote meetings.  This is a twelve week consultation ending in June, individuals as well as councils are welcome to take part and the Clerk urged all members to do so.

RESOLVED: That a Working Party consisting of Cllrs M Shapland, D Spear, E Wood and E Spear to provide a draft response to the Annual Council Meeting for approval prior to submitting.

(NC)

c) RESOLVED: That the Annual Council Meeting be moved to the 4th May to enable it to take place remotely and ensure that there is a functioning Council for 2021/22.

(NC)



	289/2020/21
	Arrangement for staff to return to work


	Members considered a report sent out with the agenda regarding arrangements for Council staff to return to work safely. 

Cllr Bunyard requested if the Council could register to become part of the test and trace workplace lateral testing scheme.   

RESOLVED: That 

a. The arrangements for Council staff to return to work safely be approved.

b. The Clerk to investigate the Council becoming part of the test and trace lateral testing scheme.

(NC)



	290/2020/21
	Ban the sale of Polystyrene Body Boards
	Motion received from Cllr M Shapland, seconded by Cllr R Shapland, to agree that this Council supports North Devon Council in their ban on sale of polystyrene body boards.  In addition, this Council agrees to work closely with both North Devon Council and Plastic Free North Devon to achieve this aim in our Parish.
Members discussed the motion, there were concerns that the Parish Council had no jurisdiction to ban the sale of any items from independent shops.  Cllr Bunyard explained that due to cumulative pressures from numerous groups, local shops had now ceased selling the polystyrene body boards that are most harmful to the environment but not the wholesalers.  

RESOLVED: That

a. The Council via social media thanks local businesses that have agreed to not sell polystyrene body boards that are most harmful to the environment.

b. Cllr D Spear to contact North Devon Council to ascertain if they have written to national supermarkets, retailers and wholesalers, and if they have, to request a copy of their letter.

c. The Clerk to contact Plastic Free North Devon to request an update regarding their campaign to ban polystyrene body boards.

d. This matter to be deferred to a future meeting of the Council once the requested information has been received.

e. Cllr M Shapland be thanked for bringing this motion to the Council for consideration.

(NC)



	291/2020/21
	Improvements to the Chaloners Road Play Park
	Members considered a report sent out with the agenda to install new inclusive play equipment in the Chaloners Road Play Park.  The Clerk explained that during the past four years three pieces of equipment had been removed from the Play Park due to safety concerns.  North Devon Council are now in receipt of 50% of the section 106 money for the planning application 61139.  The Clerk and Senior Council Officer have researched replacement equipment to provide an inclusive experience for all users.   The project will cost £26,992.57 and will be entirely funded using Section 106 money.  

RESOLVED: That the Council approves the project to introduce five items of inclusive play equipment with safety surfacing to the Chaloners Play Park including, Swirl Roundabout, Jumbo Sit-in Springy, Buddy Board, Wide Slide and Sand of Time Rotating Panel.

(NC)



	292/2020/21
	Request to Detect on Parish Land
	The Council considered a request from a local resident to detect on Parish land.  The Clerk expressed concerns regarding public liability as the ground could be left disturbed which could result in a member of the public injuring themselves.  The only way to overcome this is for members of staff to carry out regular inspections but this would not be possible due to limited resources.  Further concerns were expressed regarding setting a precedent for other detectorists and what would happen if there was a significant find on Parish land.   It was agreed that more information would be required before the Council could make a decision.

RESOLVED: That Cllr D Spear would request advice from North Devon Council and that it be brought back to a future meeting for further consideration.

(NC)



	293/2020/21
	Hire of Community Shared Space (CSS)
	RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for the Mango Beads to use the CSS every Wednesday from the end of June to the end of August 2021 to hold a Contemporary Craft Market.  
(NC)



	294/2020/21
	Hire of Recreation Ground
	RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for Tramp Leisure to hire the Recreation Ground on Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd August 2021 to hold an Inflatable Extravaganza event, subject to insurances and risk assessments being received prior to the event.
(NC)



	
	
	


The meeting closed at 8:27 pm.
Signed by the Chair: ...................................................

(Cllr E Spear)

                        Date: …………………………………….
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