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Minutes of the Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 11 January 2022 at 7:00 pm in the Parish Hall, Chaloners Road, Braunton.
	

	


	Present

	Cllrs: E Spear in the Chair, D Spear, R Shapland, M Shapland, E Wood (part), V Cann, A Bryant, J Chesters and P Lord.
Officers:  T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO.
               Maria Bailey, North Devon Council Service  

               Manager for Development Management.

3 members of the public.
The Chair wished members and members of the public a Happy New Year.


	137/2021/22
	Apologies


	Received and accepted from:

Cllr D Relph he is away.
Cllr B Bunyard indisposed.
Cllr G Bell work commitments

Cllr A Bradford family commitments.



	138/2021/22
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	The Chair proposed and it was unanimously agreed to move agenda item 21 – Christmas Market 2022 forward to be considered after item 12 – Braunton Neighbourhood Plan to allow a member of the public to leave the meeting.

	139/2021/22
	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr J Chesters declared a Prejudicial interest in Minute Ref:  149/2021/22 – (d) 74484, as the applicant is known to her.
Cllr E Spear declared a Personal non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 157/2021/22, as the applicant’s husband is a District Councillor.

Cllr D Spear declared a Personal non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 157/2021/22, as the applicant’s husband is a District Councillor.



	140/2021/22
	Public Participation 
	A member of the public addressed the Council regarding agenda item 11 – North Devon Council Planning.  She requested Maria Bailey, Service Manager for Development Management at NDC, to address the following questions:
1. What is the current status of the review of the joint North Devon and Torridge Local Plan?
2. How will residents be consulted and when is this likely to take place?
3. Will Climate Emergency, Sustainability and Environment Protection be more robust in the review of the Local Plan?
4. Will the most recent evidence in Coastal Change Management Area (CCMA) study 2020 be taken into account as part of the review?
5. What is the current position with the 5 year housing land supply?
The Director of Ginger Monkey Events updated members regarding the North Devon Christmas Market held in 2021.  Weather conditions and Covid did affect the Market with a reduced number of traders taking part 126 down from 160 in previous years.  Ginger Monkey Events have already received applications from traders to take part in the 2022 Market.  Since the first Market held in 2015 the event has significantly grown and put Braunton on the map as a Christmas destination.  Braunton is a great venue for the Market, Ginger Monkey Events enjoy doing it and hope that it will continue.  They have built a good relationship with the traders over the past seven years.  Ginger Monkey Events have teamed up with the Plastic Free North Devon Consortium, Countryside Centre, Braunton Museum and Ask for Jake.  They are also looking at working with local shops offering vouchers for money off in the new year.  There will be less plastic and eco cups used at future events.  Cash donations will be made to those charities that the Event supports.  In the past small pockets of entertainment during the day have worked best and this will continue.   Ginger Monkey Events are proposing to hold the 2022 Market on the first Saturday in December.


	141/2021/22 
	Request for Dispensation


	There were none.


	142/2021/22
	Minutes


	RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 14 December 2021 be approved and signed as a correct record.
(NC)


	143/2021/22
	Action Sheet
	The Clerk updated members regarding the works to the Chaloners Play Park.  The newly installed equipment has past inspection but unfortunately the ground was badly disturbed during the work due to poor weather.  The soil became completely saturated which has resulted in the park remaining closed to allow time for it to dry out.  The contractor will revisit the site to carry out further improvements to the ground.

RESOLVED: That the Action Sheet be noted.



	144/2021/22
	Police Report
	Members noted that the police had cancelled their visit to the December meeting due to the high number of Covid cases in the local area.  It was agreed that the Council reinvite the local policing team and Police and Crime Commissioner to attend a future meeting.
Cllr D Spear had received a call from a resident regarding anti social behaviour (ASB) that she had experienced from youth in a nearby newly developed housing estate.  The police have been informed of the incidences, it was noted that the delayed completion of public open space on the new housing estate might be causing some of the ASB issues.  Cllr D Spear has contacted North Devon Council Enforcement requesting them to look into this matter. 
Cllr M Shapland explained that she had heard on the local news that the MP Selaine Saxby had met with the Police and Crime Commissioner, Alison Hernandaz, to discuss ASB.
Cllr J Chesters reported that a young male had been riding an electric scooter around the South Park area and residents were concerned due to the speed of the scooter.  


	145/2021/22
	Devon County Councillor Report
	School Streets Scheme – The County Cllr has been working with the heads of Southmead Primary and Braunton Academy to put in an application for a scheme for Wrafton Road. They will be meeting with the Devon County Council Highways engineers to discuss this further. They are hopeful of a positive result which would make Braunton the first in North Devon to implement this Scheme. 
Braunton Pharmacy situation – The County Cllr met with the Practice Manager of Caen Medical Centre to hear about how the pharmacy problems in Braunton are impacting on them. A follow up meeting took place with Nick Mahony the new Lloyd’s South West Manager, Dr Hill and John Womersley the Chair of One Northern Devon. Although Lloyd’s do seem to be taking action to improve the situation, the County Cllr will continue to talk with NHS England about a second pharmacy for Braunton. The last assessment was done in 2018, before Lloyd’s closed the Caen Street branch. It is due to be looked at again this year and Tesco may be interested in providing a pharmacy service. Tesco Extra in Barnstaple have reported that 28% of their business is from Braunton residents.
Members were concerned regarding the issues with the Braunton Pharmacy and requested that it be on the next agenda for discussion.
Men’s Shed Project – The County Cllr understands that the planning application for this project is being held up waiting for a report from Highways she has emailed asking for that to be rectified.
Drains – The County Cllr has received complaints about the drains being blocked at the bottom of East Street. They have now been put on the Highway’s list for jetting.

Cllr M Shapland requested if the County had any plans to repair the wall that fallen away in one of the laybys on the approach to Croyde.  The temporary barriers provided by the County were no longer in place and she was concerned for the safety of public using the layby.  The County Cllr would request an update from the Devon Highways Officer and report back.



	146/2021/22
	North Devon Councillor Report
	Cllr D Spear reported that the Policy Development Committee had met on the 19th December.  The Housing Crisis was considered and North Devon Council (NDC) have prepared an 11-point action plan to the tackle the issue.  The Minutes and report can be found on NDC website.
Cllr J Chesters apologised that she had not been available to attend many meetings last year due to ill health.



	147/2021/22
	North Devon Council Planning System
	The Chair welcomed Maria Bailey Service Manager for Development Management at NDC. Due to tragic circumstances and the death of a senior planning officer Maria Bailey has now become involved in Planning Policy. 
The NDC planning system is not perfect this is due to various reasons including four senior members retiring, difficulties with remote working due to the Covid and planning officers being in short supply.  Moving forward NDC want to improve the service.  Maria is conscious that there has been little contact with town and parish councils in the pasts, if her attendance at council meetings is worthwhile she would like to make it a regular occurrence.
The planning system has seen a national increase in householder applications due to more people working from home, being furloughed and not spending their money going out.  NDC had a backlog registering and validating applications and the pressures of this workload lead to mistakes being made.  They finally got on top of the backlog a couple weeks before Christmas.  

The determination of planning applications was under resourced but due to the surge in applications and financial income senior management have recognised the importance and allocated more resources for the future.  
The NDC Housing Crisis 11-point action plan impacts on planning.  

1. Making planning applications more efficient.

2. Viability study – sites allocated for housing with 30% affordable once planning is granted the developers are producing viability reports claiming that they can’t deliver 30% affordable housing.
Yelland Quay has gone to Public Inquiry.  Planning Officers had recommended approval but at Planning Committee member refused planning as it did not meet the requirements of the Local Plan including affordable housing and local infrastructure.  The Inquiry has been postponed as the Appellant has not completed all information required for Environmental purposes.  Planning officers will continue to robustly defend NDC’s reasons for refusal.
NDC installed a new planning software system 3 years ago which has not been developed to its full potential and officers are still doing a lot of work manually.  Additional resources have been allocated to develop the software which will make the planning system more efficient.   Maria is grateful for recognition given by the senior management team to allocated additional resources and funding she will produce quarterly performance reports to monitor achievements.

Maria is keen to improve case officers’ communication with town and parish councils.  Poor communication in the past has been due to workload pressures but with improvements to the planning system these pressures should ease.  She understands the best link into the public is good communication with the ward members. 
In response to the questions asked by a member of the public she explained, as follows:
1. Review of the joint North Devon and Torridge Local Plan.  The existing Plan was adopted in 2018 there are all sorts of issues that need to be addressed in the review. Members are keen to do the review as quickly as possible as they no longer see the LP fit for purpose.  The first meeting of the joint Committee will be held on 28th January at 10am in the Barum Room at Brynsworthy. This meeting is open to the public.

2. At the meeting on the 28th January a timetable for delivery of the review will be considered and will set out the proposals for resident consultation and involvement.
3. Climate Emergency, Sustainability and Environment Protections will be more robust in the review.  NDC are already leading the way with their policy on 10% net gain biodiversity.  The review will take a much stronger approach to these issues.
4. Coastal Change Management Area (CCMA) provides up to date evidence and needs to be taken into account as part of the review. 

5. 5 year housing land supply will not just be about numbers it will consider whether the housing can actually be delivered in 5 years.

Maria is hopeful that Neighbourhood Plans will have a much greater role locally in the review of the LP.  The existing Joint LP is a very large document it is hoped that the review will be much more streamlined with local issues being addressed in Neighbourhood Plans.

Cllr J Chesters requested if it would be possible to receive feedback from the Local Planning Authority when it disagrees with the Parish Council’s recommendation for refusal.  Maria explained that one of her aims was to improve communication between officers and town and parish councils. She also planned to reintroduce ward members involvement in the decision process. 

Cllr E Wood was concerned at the lack of affordable houses being built even the affordable houses are not affordable in comparison to local incomes.  Professionals are unable to relocate to North Devon as they cannot find accommodation.  She was also concerned regarding the rising sea levels.  Maria explained that these issues would be addressed under the review of the joint North Devon and Torridge Local Plan.   There are now policies to build houses for key workers, housing needs are much wider than affordability and pressures are added due to being forced out for holiday lets and AirB&B.  The review will be based a lot more on local need.  Current speculative development for 4-5 bedrooms does not meet local need.  The issue with providing social housing is the cost of the land resulting in developers not making profits or even breaking even when providing affordable housing.
North Devon has a lot of big issues but it has been recognised nationally and leading the way by being used as a pilot for many new policies.  For example, flood risk is really important and should be 200 years, ND have been chosen to pilot new policies regarding surface water flooding.  
The Chair thanked Maria Bailey for attending the meeting.  Maria offered to attend future meetings and advise where the Council might be considering a controversial planning application.
 

	148/2021/22
	Christmas Market 2022
	Members considered two proposals received to hold a Christmas Market in Caen Street Car Park in 2022. The Council felt that prior to making a decision more consideration was required and proposed that it be deferred until the next meeting to enable the Clerk to look at a hire policy for the space.
RESOLVED: That the Council defer until the next meeting.

(NC)



	149/2021/22
	Planning
	Cllr E Spear, D Spear and J Chesters in their capacity as North Devon Councillors, stated that any opinions expressed during discussions on the following planning applications represent a preliminary view and that they will naturally reconsider the application fresh when presented all the facts at principal level.

been taken into consideration. 
(a) 74303

Description: Extension and alterations to dwelling and associated works.

Address: Thistledene, Exeter Road, Braunton, EX33 2BN

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Williams
Move by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr E Wood to recommend refusal.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends refusal on the grounds, as follows:

· Negative visual impact as not in keeping with the surrounding area. 

· Comments made by the neighbouring property should be taken into consideration.

(NC)
(b) 74523

Description: Erection of a balcony to the rear (East) elevation.

Address: Maidenhall, Frog Lane, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1BB

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Cammack
Moved by Cllr D Spear, seconded by Cllr R Shapland to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

(c) 74522

Description: Internal and external alterations to café.

Address: Saunton Break Café, Saunton, Braunton, EX33 1LG

Applicant: Saunton Break Café Ltd.

Moved by Cllr J Chesters, seconded by Cllr V Cann to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(NC)

Cllr J Chesters declared a Personal interest and left the meeting.
(d) 74484

Description: Construction of a Garden Room

Address: South Lea House, Lower Park Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2HS

Applicant: Mr Robin Bonds
Moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr V Cann to recommend approval.
RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.
(NC)

Cllr J Chesters returned to the meeting.
(e) 74554

Description: Conversion of existing garage to annex together with erection of detached double garage.

Address: Arundell Lodge, 3 Seven Acres Park, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2PD.

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Brent

Moved by Cllr R Shapland, seconded by Cllr A Bryant to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval.

(6.0.3abs)

(f) 74256

Description: Listed Building Consent for conversion of existing barn and lean-to to extend existing house and locate new holiday accommodation.

Address: The Long House, Nethercott, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1HT

Applicant: Sophy Miller

Moved by Cllr M Shapland, seconded by Cllr R shapland to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval and reiterates its previous comments. 

(NC)

If the LPA are mindful to approve the application the comments made by the Sustainability Officer should be taken into consideration.

(g) 74235

Description: Conversion of existing barn and lean-to to extend existing house and locate new holiday accommodation.

Address: The Long House, Nethercott, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1HT.

Applicant: Sophy Miller
Moved by Cllr M Shapland, seconded by Cllr R shapland to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval and reiterates its previous comments. 

(NC)

If the LPA are mindful to approve the application the comments made by the Sustainability Officer should be taken into consideration.


	150/2021/22
	North Devon Council Planning Decisions
	74309

Description: Notification for prior approval for larger home extension which extends 4.5m beyond the rear wall, 3.9m to the ridge and 2.5m to eaves.

Site Address: 58 South Street, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2AN

Applicant: Charlotte Beagley

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 09/12/21

71593

Description: Retrospective application for the continued siting of one mobile home to be used as a rural workers dwelling.

Site Address: Meadowsweet, Saunton Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1HG

Applicant: M Nichol

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 14/12/21

72558

Description: Conversion of 4 barns to form 5 holiday lets.

Site Address: Incledon Farm, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1HU

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Bury

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 13/12/21

73836

Description: Conversion of existing Store to dwelling.

Site Address: Braunton Garage, Braunton Engineering, Exeter Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2JP.

Applicant: Mr A Black

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 14/12/21

74156

Description: Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) planning permission 71063 (Single storey extension to dwelling) to allow for change to roof design from mono-pitch to a flat roof together with alterations to boundary wall.

Site Address: 2 Orchard Road, Knowle, EX33 2LY

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 16/12/21

74164

Description: Conversion and enlargement of the existing garage into a office and living space.

Site Address: 11 Shortacombe Drive, Braunton, Devon EX33 1JD

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 16/12/21

74165

Description: Listed building consent for the replacement of all windows and side and rear doors.

Site Address: Jasmine Cottage, 47 North Street, Braunton, EX33 1AP

Description: APPROVED

Decision Date: 15/12/21



	151/2021/22
	Finance
	(a) RESOLVED: That the cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £11,795.30.
(b) RESOLVED: That the PAYE, NI and pension contributions for January 2022 be approved
(NC)



	152/2021/22
	Caen Catchment Beaver Project
	Cllr A Bryant explained that Defra had recently consulted regarding the future release of beavers in the countryside.  The current legislation means that beavers must be kept within a fenced enclosure which can be very costly to install and maintain.  The report from the consultation is due to be published in the spring and the Caen Catchement Beaver Project is on hold until then. 
Communities wanting to reintroduce beavers must provide evidence of public support.  Cllr Bryant requested members ideas on how best to consult the residents of Braunton.  It was agreed that members would email Cllr Bryant direct with their suggestions.  

The Caen Catchment Beaver Project has had a positive impact on other communities with Bishops Tawton wanting to take a project forward in partnership with Swimbridge and Landkey.  Kingsley School in Bideford are also interested in supporting the reintroduction beavers on their land and would like it to also be an educational project.  

Long term beavers do need to be managed.  If there are issues with dams formed in the wrong place or felled trees the public need a point a contact who is responsible for rectifying the situation.  Cllr A Bryant has looked into setting up a social enterprise but on reflection it would be better to use an already established authority such as a town or parish council.  It could be a collaboration with other agencies/organisations such as the Countryside Centre.  

The Chair thanked Cllr Bryant for his update.



	153/2021/22


	Delegated Decisions


	There were none.



	154/2021/22
	Braunton Parish Community Action Plan
	Members considered a briefing note, circulated prior to the meeting.  At the working party meeting held on the 25th November it was agreed that the Council would benefit more from a Braunton Parish Community Action Plan.  This would address non planning issues across the fourth policy areas of the Braunton Neighbourhood Plan. The Braunton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group agree that would be a better approach.  

RESOLVED: That the Council produces a Braunton Parish Community Action Plan and appoints Devon Communities Together to help with the delivery of the Plan, allocating £3,500 in its budget for 2022/23.
(NC)

	155/2021/22
	Braunton Community Work Hub
	The Clerk reported that the Council’s contract for broadband provision at the Community Work Hub had come to end.  The current provider Onecom had quoted a renewal price 100mb fibre leased line for 36 months at £4,848 pa.  The Clerk advised that the Council look at alternative providers.  
RESOLVED: That the Clerk to investigate and bring further options to the next meeting for consideration.
(NC)



	156/2021/22
	Interim Internal Audit Report 2021/22
	Members considered the Auditors Interim Report for 2021/22, circulated prior to the meeting and attached as Appendix A.
RESOLVED: That the Report be noted and recommended actions implemented.

(NC)

Cllr D Spear and E Spear declared a non Pecuniary interest.



	157/2021/22
	Braunton Craft Market
	RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for Mango Beads to hold a craft market on the Community Shared Space and grass verge by John Wensley’s Newsagent on Wednesday and Saturday from June 2022.  The verge not to be used between October and March as crocus bulb are planted.


	158/2021/22
	Part B
	It was resolved that under Section 1(1) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items as they involve the likely disclosure of confidential information.



	159/2021/22
	Acquisition of Bats Meadow
	Members considered the Land Registry Transfer of Title Numbers DN459827 and DN504857.

RESOLVED: That the Transfer Title Numbers be agreed and signed by the Chair of Council and Chair of Parks and Gardens Committee.  

 (NC)



The meeting closed at 9.05pm.
Signed by the Chair: ...................................................

(Cllr E Spear)

                        Date: …………………………………….
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