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Minutes of the Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 9 December  2019 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, Chaloners Road, Braunton.
	

	


	Present

	Cllrs: E Spear in the Chair, D Spear, G Bell, V Cann, M Shapland, R Shapland, Bunyard, Lord, Mrs J Chesters and E Wood (part).
Officers: T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO.
In attendance: W Bradford, Trustee of the Museum and Information Centre
                        M Ford, Trustee of the Museum and Information Centre

2 members of the public.


	183/2019/20
	Apologies


	Received and accepted from:

Cllr A Bradford due to work and family commitments.
Cllr D Relph due to being away to attend a funeral.

Cllr B Bryant due to work commitments.


	184/2019/20
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	There were none.

	185/2019/20
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr E Spear declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: - 193/2019/20 - Appeal, as she lives in close proximity to the site.
Cllr D Spear declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: - 193/2019/20 - Appeal, as she lives in close proximity to the site.

Cllr G Bell declared a Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref 189/2019/20, as he is employed by the NHS.



	186/2019/20 
	Request for Dispensation


	The Clerk confirmed that she had received a request from cllrs E Spear, D Spear, M Shapland, R Shapland, G Bell, V Cann, B Bunyard, P Lord, Mrs J Chesters and E Wood to enable discussion of the Council’s budget and precept.  The recommendation from the Clerk was that the request be accepted to enable participation in the setting of the Council budget and Precept for 2020/21.  This was agreed unanimously.



	187/2019/20
	Minutes


	(a)    RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 11 November 2019 be approved and signed as a correct record.

(b) RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Additional Council meeting held on 25 November 2019 be approved and signed as a correct record.

(c) RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 25 November 2019 be ratified and adopted by the Council.
(NC)



	188/2019/20
	Police Representation
	RESOLVED: That the 

a. Council notes the latest Police Newsletter, which was circulated prior to the meeting.
b. Council to request the Police to attend a meeting with the Council in discuss their future plans in Braunton.

 (NC)
Cllr Wood joined the meeting at 7:05 pm.

Cllr G Bell declared a non Pecuniary interest.


	189/2019/20
	Action Sheet
	RESOLVED: That the Action Sheet be noted, attached.
(NC)


	190/2019/20


	Report from Devon County Councillor


	The County Cllr Caroline Chugg had sent her apologies.

	191/2019/20
	Report from North Devon District Councillors


	Cllr Mrs J Chesters informed members that the Licencing Committee had not meet recently as the last couple of meetings had been cancelled.  She had attended a planning site visit for a proposed new site to be developed in Willingcott there were concerns that it might increase the risk of flooding downstream. The applicant was keen to support the extension of the Tarka Trail from Willingcott to Knowle if planning is granted.
Cllr D Spear explained that an enormous workload had been created for the North Devon Council Tax team due to the Universal Credit system triggering amended Council Tax Bills.  

Cllr E Spear informed members that North Devon Council would be carrying out a further review of its public conveniences.

It was proposed by the Chair and unanimously agreed to moved agenda item 12 – Braunton Museum forward to this point to allow the Trustees to leave the meeting.



	192/2019/20
	Braunton Museum
	The Chair welcomed Willie Bradford and

Maggie Ford Trustees of the Braunton Museum and Information Centre.

Willie Bradford, Chair of the Trustees at the Braunton Museum and Information Centre gave a brief presentation regarding the proposed refurbishment plans for the Bakehouse Centre building.   The aim is to provide a family, friendly museum with local heritage and create an all year weather tourist attraction for North Devon.  This can be achieved by: 

· Making better use of the existing building and floor space.

· Promote a clear focus on the history of the village and what makes the community special.

· Have two permanent exhibitions, with the flexibility to change other exhibits and maintain the public’s interest. 

· Raise the profile of the Braunton Museum and Information Centre and make the external building more inviting to the public.

To enable the Museum to progress to the next stage of their development plan, as their landlord the Museum is looking for support from the Parish Council.
RESOLVED: That the
a. Council approves the proposed refurbishment plans for the Braunton Museum and Information Centre.
b. Council to submit the planning application on behalf of the Braunton Museum and Information Centre, to enable them to receive a 50% reduction on their planning fee.
(NC)


	193/2019/20
	Planning
	The Chair requested the Lead Member for Planning Cllr M Shapland, to present the planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet. 

 

	194/2019/20
	Finance
	(a) RESOLVED: That the cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £1,003.04.
(b) RESOLVED: That the statement of accounts for November 2019 be noted.
(NC)

	195/2019/20


	Braunton Community Emergency Plan (CEP)
	The Clerk updated members regarded changes to the CEP.  It was noted the Braunton Caen Rotary Club were no longer able to assist with the Plan. The Council’s Working Party had met with the Flood Warden and made the necessary amendments to the CEP removing all reference to the Caen Rotary Club and ensuring that it complies with the GDPR.
RESOLVED: That the 
a. CEP to be updated and the new version posted on the Council’s website.

b. Council to thank the Braunton Caen Rotary Club for its help with the CEP.

c. Council to thank the Flood Warden for his continued help with the CEP.

(NC)



	196/2019/20
	Budget and Precept 2020/21
	The Council considered its draft budget proposal for 2020/21.  Further to the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 25 November (Min Ref: FA/41/19/20) the Council accepts the recommendations that the Council increases its precept by 30%.  Based on the 2019/20 Council Tax Base (3059) this would increase the Band D Equivalent by £0.23 pence per week. 
RESOLVED: That the 
a. Council’s budget for 2020/21 be set at £367,177, as detailed in Appendix A.

b. Council’s precept be set at £157,441 for 2020/21.
(NC)


	197/2019/20
	North Devon Council Planning Enforcement
	The Clerk reported that a member of the public had built an unauthorised structure on Parish Council land.  The North Devon Council Planning Enforcement team are aware of the structure and had requested that if be removed.  The Council have no information regarding the who built and the Clerk is currently investigating the matter.
RESOLVED: That the

a. Council fully supports the action taken by the Clerk to resolve this matter.

b. Council to write to the Small Boats and Angling Association to request if they have any information regarding who build the unauthorised structure.

c. Clerk to notify the Human Rights Solicitors based in Plymouth.

(NC)

	198/2019/20
	Ask for Jake
	Members considered a request received from the Ask for Jake Charity to hold a further event in the Parish Hall during January 2020.  
RESOLVED:  That the

a. Council supports the Ask for Jake event taking place in the Parish Hall in January 2020.

b. Council requests a meeting with the Ask for Jake Charity to discuss how the Council can continue to work with and support the Charity in the future.



	199/2019/20
	Items for Information 
	Items a) to d) were noted.


	200/2019/20
	PART ll – Exclusion of Press and Pubic 
	RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972 Sch. 12a Pt(3).


	201/2019/20


	Adverse Possession
	The Clerk updated the Council regarding a claim for Adverse Possession.  It was noted that following investigations in to this claim it would appear that further encroachment on to Parish Council land had taken place.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk be instructed to request the Council’s solicitor to write to the occupiers of the dwelling acknowledging that the land belongs to the Parish Council and to open negotiations to purchase the land.

(NC)

	
	
	


The meeting closed at 9.07 pm.
Signed by the Chair: ...................................................

(Cllr E Spear)

                        Date: …………………………………….
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