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Minutes of the Full Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 
8 April 2019 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, Chaloners Road, Braunton.
	


	Present

	Cllrs: D Spear in the Chair, E Spear, Mrs Chesters, Shapland, Lord, Parsons, Bunyard and Wood.
Officers: T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO.
3 members of the public.
A Parishioner addressed the Council regarding planning application 66392. She explained that the North Devon Council website stated that the application had been delegated to an officer.  She had understood that if an applicant was a District Councillor it should be called in by the Planning Committee for consideration.



	270/2018/19
	Apologies


	Apologies for absence were received and approved from Cllrs Bonds, Bennett, de Groot, Chugg and Bradford.
(NC)

	271/2018/19
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	There were none


	272/2018/19
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr E Spear declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 279/2018/19 (b), as the site is within the vicinity of where she resides.
Cllr D Spear declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref:  279/2018/19 (b), as the site is within the vicinity of where he resides.

Cllr Parsons declared a non Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: 279/2018/19 (d), as the applicant is known to her.



	273/2018/19 
	Request for Dispensation


	None received.

	274/2018/19
	Minutes


	a. RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 11 March 2019 be approved and signed as a correct record subject to Cllr Shapland’s declaration of a non Pecuniary interest being noted prior to Minute Ref: 251/2018/19 (a).
b. RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 25 March 2019 be approved and signed as a correct record.
c. RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 25 March 2019 be ratified and adopted by the Council.

(NC)



	275/2018/19
	Police Representation
	The Chair welcomed Sergeant Joey Lester and Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Andy Frisby.

PCSO Andy Frisby explained the crime figures for March which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  He went on to explain that the local policing team cover 10 town and parish councils.  The newsletter is a great tool to communicate with councils as the police are unable to be present at all meetings.  

The Community Speed Watch (CSW) is now up and running.  CSW volunteers will continue to carry out studies on Saunton Road, Chaloners Road, Wrafton and Knowle.  A joint exercise with the Devon and Cornwall Police and Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service had recently been held in Braunton.  The aim of the exercise was to raise awareness of motorists with out seatbelts or using mobile phones.  Those who were witnessed breaking the law were offered a fine with penalty points or to take part in an awareness course.   Sgt. Lester further added that the police are working with local schools to raise the awareness of careless or dangerous driving at an early age.   

Cllr Parsons requested what authority would be responsibility for dealing with drunk and disorderly behaviour within licenced premises. Sgt. Lester explained that incidents of this nature would usually be dealt with by the police and North Devon Council Licencing.  
Sgt. Lester addressed the Council regarding the local policing team’s request for a further four permits to park in the Overflow Car Park.  Recently an officer on duty had been called to an incident and was there for 22 hours and was unable to feed money into the pay and display machine.  She further explained that police vehicles are often targeted and are a heightened terrorist threat.  
The Council thanked Sgt. Lester and PCSO Frisby for their informative report.

(NC)


	276/2018/19
	Finance
	a. RESOLVED: That the cheques on the schedule were approved and drawn in the total sum of £22,939.14.

b. RESOLVED: That the statement of accounts for March 2019 be noted.
(NC)



	277/2018/19
	Action Sheet
	RESOLVED: That the 
a. Clerk to request Devon County Council for anj update regarding extending the Tarka Trail to Willingcott.

b. Action Sheet be noted, attached.
(NC)



	278/2018/19
	Braunton Museum and Information Centre Improvements
	The Chairman welcomed the Braunton Museum and Information Centre Trustees Mr Bradford and

Mrs Ford to the meeting.

Mr Bradford, Chair of the Trustees gave a brief update regarding their plans to extend and refurbish the Bakehouse Centre building. The goal is to provide a family, friendly museum with local heritage and create an all year weather tourist attraction for North Devon.  Mr Bradford presented the amended plans provided by their Architect David Wilson Partnership which aim to improve the appearance and accessibility of the building, including:

· A single storey extension to the front of the building with a wildflower sedum roof.

· Move the public entrance into the new extension with roof-light over the entrance porch.

· First floor offices to be combined and made open plan to provide a better working area for archives / volunteers.

· New kitchen area and possibly extend into the next room subject to permission being granted.

· New toilet and replacement central heating boiler.

· Increase the floor space to 35 sq metres making better use of the existing building and floor space by creating a circular flow around the exhibits.

Maggie Ford, Vice Chair explained that the proposed plans would improve the appearance and accessibility of the building.  It will bring it up to date with the other improvements that have happened in the area.  It will encourage more people to visit the village and support our local shops.
RESOLVED:  That the

a. Council agrees the amended plans.

b. Council to submit the planning application on behalf of the Braunton Museum and Information Centre.

(NC)



	279/2018/19
	Planning
	The Chair requested the Lead Member for Planning Cllr Bunyard to present the planning applications to the meeting as per the attached sheet. 

 

	280/2018/19

	Report from Devon County Councillor


	The County Cllr Caroline Chugg, circulated her report prior to the meeting, attached.
Cllr Shapland commented on the recent patching that had been carried out at the Chivenor Roundabout by Devon County Council’s highways contractor.  She requested whether the patching would last throughout the Easter Holiday especially with the increased traffic movements expected in the area.   



	281/2018/19
	Report from North Devon District Councillors


	The Chair invited the district councillors to give their reports.
Cllr D Spear reported that the leadership at North Devon Council was currently under review and would be reorganised following the local elections.  

Cllr Mrs Chesters reported that North Devon Council would be providing training on the Code of Conduct in June for newly elected district, town and parish councillors.

Cllr Mrs Chesters suggested that the Council should consider carrying out a Rural Housing Survey to provide up to date figures for the area.
RESOLVED: To suspend Standing Order to allow a member of the public to address the Council.

(NC)

A Parishioner volunteered to provide the 2018 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) study figures.

RESOLVED: The Council to thank the member of the public and reinstate Standing Order.

(NC)



	282/2018/19

	Village Green Improvements
	a. The Clerk updated members regarding progress with the Village Green enhancements. Phase one should be completed by the end of this week, including:

· The removal of the Norway Maple roots

· Levelling and landscaping the Village Green

· Planting the new tree Elm ‘New Horizon’

· Installing the bench

The reinforced grass matting needs a minimum of two weeks to establish a grass covering. The heras fencing will remain around the site until the 18 April, possibly later if required.  

The Council to plan an official opening in the summer the reasons for delaying this event are, as follows:

· Local elections are being held on the 2 May.

· The site needs time to establish encouraging heavy footfall to early could jeopardise the project.

· Phase two will provide an electricity supply to the Village Green.

· The tree will be in leaf.

RESOLVED: That 
a. plans for an official opening to be held in the summer 2019 be brought to the new Council after the May local elections for consideration and approval.

b. The Council to thank its Gardener and Grounds Maintenance Worker for the work that they have done. 

(NC)
b. The Council considered a letter received from Love Braunton which was circulated to members prior to the meeting.  Love Braunton had requested to hold a community event on the Village Green on Easter Monday 22 April to celebrate the planting of the new tree.  The event would include a blessing of the tree carried out by Reverend Anne Throne.  To minimise traffic movements, it was proposed to close the Caen Street entrance to the car park.  
The Council appreciated all the work that Love Braunton had done regarding raising funds towards the Village Green enhancements, including the purchase of the new tree.  Members expressed concerns regarding encouraging footfall on the newly laid turf to early and the confusion that might be caused to visitors if the main car park entrance on Caen Street is closed.  It was suggested that the road to access the Car Park should also be closed as this belongs to Devon County Council the road closure application would take a minimum of three months.

RESOLVED: That Standing Orders be suspended.

(NC)
A member of Love Braunton explained that she had understood from the Parks and Gardens Committee held on 27 February that it would be acceptable for Love Braunton to proceed with arranging this event.  The reason why Love Braunton had offered to arrange the event was to take the burden off of the Council staff.  Cllr Parsons, Chair of Parks and Gardens, explained that it had discussed holding an event in partnership with Love Braunton on Easter Monday but this would not be possible due to the works taken longer than anticipated.
RESOLVED: That due to the practicalities of closing the road and the ground works requiring time to establish, Cllr Mrs Chesters proposed, seconded by Cllr Lord that the event on Easter Monday would not go ahead but that the Council to work with Love Braunton and others in the community to hold an event later in the year.  

(7.1)

Standing Orders be reinstated.

(NC)



	283/2018/19
	Directional Signs in the Village
	The Clerk updated members regarding the installation of fingerpost signs in Braunton.    Devon County Council will not authorise the proposed signage to be erected on the highway.  The Parish Clerk had approached a local sign provided for a quotation to provide and install three fingerpost signs that meet the specified highway regulations.  

Site 1 – Outside the Library (4 directional finger signs)
Directional signage: Post Office

                                 Museums

                                 Toilets

Directional Signage: Play Park

Directional Signage: Council Offices

Directional Signage: Library

 

Site 2 – Outside Slees on the existing post in the centre of the planter (2 directional finger signs)
Directional Signage: 
Post Office

Museums

Toilets

Directional Signage: 
Library

Council Offices

Play Park

 

Site 3 – On Village Green will need to erect new post (2 directional finger signs)
Directional Signage: 
Post Office

Library

Council Offices

Directional Signage: 
Museums

Toilets

RESOLVED: That the Council
a. approves the quotation of £2,105 to provide and install the fingerpost signs as detailed above, subject to approval being granted by Devon County Council.  

b. approves the quotation to install directional signage to the Caen Shopping Precinct on the Village Green. 

(NC)


	284/2018/19
	Tidy up our High Streets Fund
	The Clerk explained that North Devon Council had offered £2,000 towards community tidy up events to be held in Braunton.  The money had to be claimed by the 31 March but events could be held up until the end of May 2019.  Due to the short notice the Clerk submitted a claim for the equipment which was successful.

RESOLVED:  That the Council approves the application to the Tidy up our High Streets Fund and authorises the Parish Clerk to order the equipment.

(NC)



	285/2018/19
	Parish Plan 
	The Council began reviewing its Parish Plan in 2017 but due to heavy workloads the Council’s staff have not had the capacity to complete the review.  The Clerk advised that Devon Communities Together offer professional services to help town and parish councils to complete Community Led Plans. 

RESOLVED: That the Council agrees to take forward a Community Led Plan (also known as a Parish Plan) using professional guidance provided by Devon Communities Togethers.

(4.1.2abs)
Cllr Wood requested that her vote against the above resolution be recorded in the Minutes.


	286/2018/19
	Work Hub 
	a. RESOLVED: That the Council to provide three parking bays in the Work Hub Car Park. To be leased out on a first come first served basis to the work hub tenants, including the police, at a reasonable charge of £5 per week.
b. RESOLVED: That the Council agrees to provide tenants at the Work Hub with a 5% discount subject to: -

· A minimum of a six-months booking

· Payment upfront with no refunds 

(NC)

RESOLVED: That Standing Orders be suspended to allow the meeting to continue beyond 10 pm. 

(NC)



	287/2018/19
	Caen Street Car Park
	a. The Council had agreed to carry out patching of the worst affected areas in the Caen Overflow Car Park (Min Ref: 053/2018/19).  The tarmac surface in some of the bays has begun to break up and will need attention.  
RESOLVED: That the Council 
a. to resurface the bays in the Overflow Car Park, including the bays at a cost of £9,140 plus VAT.
b. to appoint LMS Highways to realign the car park at a cost of £1,000 plus VAT. 
(NC)
b. The Council considered a request received from the local policing team for a further four permits to park in the Overflow Car Park.

RESOLVED:  That the Council would not be able to provide a further four permits free of charge.  Its reasons for this decision were due to it previously refusing similar requests from the Countryside Centre and the Braunton and District Museum for volunteers to be provided with permits. 
(5.2abs)


	288/2018/19
	Urban Grass Cutting
	RESOLVED: That the Council to appoint S Wightman Grounds Maintenance Ltd to carry out a cut of the urban grass verges, prior to the Easter Bank Holiday, from the Wrafton junction to Coril Head Corner.

(NC)


	289/2018/19
	Recreation Ground Hire
	RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for a Community Free Traders Day to be held on the recreation ground on the 6 and 7 July 2019.  Due to complaints received from neighbouring residents last year the permission only be granted subject to the following: -
· music not to be continuously played throughout the two days. 

· no music to be play beyond 6 pm.

(NC)


	290/2018/19
	Community Shared Space (CSS)
	RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for Mango Beads to hire the CSS every Thursday from the 11 July until 19 September 2019 to hold craft markets with live music.
(NC)



	291/2018/19
	For Information 
	RESOLVED: That items (a) to (c) be noted.


The meeting closed at 10.15 pm.
...................................................The Chairman
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