BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parks and Gardens Committee held in the Council Chamber at 6.00 pm on Tuesday 20 June 2017
	Present
	Cllrs: Spear, Parsons, Bennett, Chugg and Wood.


	Also in Attendance
	Tracey Lovell (Parish Clerk), Angela Corner (Senior Council Officer)

	
	
	

	PG/1/2017/18
	Elect Chair
	Cllr Parsons was nominated and duly elected.


	PG/2/2017/18
	Apologies
	Received and accepted from Cllr Bunyard and Cllr De Groot



	Councillor Wood joined the meeting.



	PG/3/2017/18
	Declarations of
Interest


	None. 

	PG/4/2017/18
	Minutes
	The Committee noted that the Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on 31 January 2017 had previously been approved and ratified by Full Council.  The Minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

(N/C)

	PG/5/2017/18
	Memorial Gardens
	The Committee considered a request from the Parish Gardener to set up a volunteer group to help maintain the Memorial Gardens (weeding and dead heading) particularly in the busy summer months. 

RECOMMENDED: To invite those who have donated to the memorial rose beds to help tend the roses.  Also ask other local groups and on the facebook page Freehelp Braunton and EX33.  Bring a list of volunteers back to the Committee.
(N/C)

	PG/6/2017/18
	Recreation Ground
	The Committee considered an email from a local resident concerned about dog excrement on the playing field and dogs running around off the lead.

RECOMMENDED: To publicise that dogs should not be let off the lead and to remind dog walkers to pick up after their dog. 
(N/C)

	
	
	

	PG/7/2017/18
	Woodland Trust Trees
	RECOMMENDED: To allow Knowle Community Group to be given some Woodland Trust trees subject to written permission being obtained from the landowner.
(N/C)

	PART ll – Exclusion of Press and Public

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as 
defined by the Local Government Act 1972 Sch. 12a Pt(1).



	PG/8/2017/18
	Tree Surgery Work
	The Committee considered a report with options for undertaking tree surgery work on the parish council owned trees.
RECOMMENDED: To adopt option 3 as follows:
i) The Council to purchase tree climbing equipment for use by the gardener who is a fully qualified tree surgeon.
ii) To use £1500 from the car park fund to purchase the equipment and Personal Protective Clothing.
iii) To insure the equipment under the existing insurance policy at a cost of £3.15 per annum. 
iv) To have the equipment LOLER inspected every 6 months at a cost of £50 per inspection. 

v) The Clerk to obtain advice from South West Council’s regarding amending the gardener’s existing contract or introducing a new contract to include 2 weeks of tree surgery work per year at an increased hourly rate equivalent to SCP 33. To include a probationary period to the end of this financial year for review by the Parks and Gardens Committee.

vi) To use the services of an additional qualified person on the ground at £120 per day (£15/hour) 

vii) To purchase electric equipment where possible subject to it being considered suitable for the job and the gardener being happy to use it.

viii) To adapt the gardener’s shed to ensure equipment is kept off the ground.

ix) To look into funding available to hire an apprentice to assist the gardener with tree work and other gardening duties.  Take it to an extra Parks and Gardens meeting for consideration.

(N/C)

	
	
	

	Councillor Chugg left the meeting at 6.48pm



	Part I - Public

	
	
	

	PG/9/2017/18
	Village Green Tree Works
	The Committee received a report to consider options for felling the Norway Maple tree.

RECOMMENDED: To fell in-house.
(N/C)

	
	
	

	PG/10/2017/18
	Trees on Parish Council Land
	i) The Committee noted the update on the outstanding tree works following the tree survey.

ii) The report from North Devon Council Landscape Officer regarding the Ash tree in Chaloners Road Play Park had not been received at the time of the meeting. 
RECOMMENDED: That the Council commence the planning process to apply to get permission for the tree to be removed.
(N/C)





The meeting closed at 6.58 p.m.



....................................  The Chairman
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