BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parks and Gardens Committee held in the Council Chamber at 6.00 pm on Wednesday 19 September 2018
	Present
	Cllrs: Parsons in the Chair, D Spear, Bunyard, Wood, de Groot (part).


	Also in Attendance
	Tracey Lovell (Parish Clerk) and Angela Corner (Senior Council Officer)
3 members of the public.

	
	
	

	PG/8/2018/19
	Apologies
	Received and accepted from Cllr Chugg.

	

	PG/9/2018/19
	Declarations of
Interest
	None

	
	
	

	PG/10/2018/19
	Minutes
	The committee noted that the Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on 20 June 2018 had previously been approved and ratified by Full Council.  The Minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.                 

(3.2abs)

Cllr de Groot joined the meeting.


	PG/11/2018/19
	Village Green Improvements
	The Senior Council Officer presented updated proposals for the village green.
RECOMMENDED:

a) Obtain quotes for ground preparation 

· Dig out tree roots 
· Recondition soil
· Mulch around base of tree to diameter of bench
· Planting tall Mediterranean style inside bench to deter people

· Seed Village Green
b) Pathways – to measure up and obtain quotes for a ground reinforced access path to the circular bench for mobility scooters etc.  For the path to also continue around the bench and the access to be away from the road to prevent children running out.

c) Information Board – to obtain a quote for a local craftsperson to create a frame for an information board using wood from the old Norway Maple.  The board will give details of the old and new tree as well as village green sponsors.
d) To obtain quotes for wi-fi and power supply.
e) To put plans on social media, artists impression, timeline etc.
f) Take costs to Full Council meeting



	
	
	

	PG/12/2018/19
	Flower bed in Chaloners Road Car Park
	The Parish Gardener submitted a proposal to remove the overgrown hedge and shrubs at the back of the car park.    Two parking spaces and the path would need to be closed for up to 2 days.  The work would involve: 

Rotivating 
Weed membrane approx. - £70

Planting - approx. £300

Fencing/posts – approx. £250

Chippings - approx. £100
RECOMMENDED: To carry out works as above (excluding fencing/posts which are not required) in house up to a maximum of £685 which is the remaining budget.  
(N/C)

	PG/13/2018/19
	Grass Cutting for 2019
	RECOMMENDED: 

a) To commit to continuing to take on the County’s 32,000 m2 of grass cutting in 2019.  The Clerk to negotiate a 3-5 year contract to enable the Parish Council to plan, draw down funding, invest in equipment and recruit volunteers.

b) Following the Clerk’s meeting with Joe Pullen of Tarka County Trust, to pilot a wild flower verge on Ilfracombe Road.

(N/C)

	PG/14/2018/19
	Draft Committee Budget 2019/20
	The Clerk advised that the Committee’s proposed budget for 2019/20 had increased by £30,375 due to £24,565 being offset to the car park revenue this year.  The Clerk explained that it would not be possible to offset the cost of services to the car park revenue in 2019/20. The Council will need to either increase its income or cut its services.

RECOMMENDED: That the Committee approves its draft budget of £78,300 for 2019/20, attached as Appendix A.   


	
	Items Not on the Agenda
	The Chair reported that the Petanque Court is up and running again.  Barnstaple Rotary Club are using it and a few people are interested in setting up a league. There is a local family who regularly use it.  Two and a half tonnes of gravel have been added to the court.  Barnstaple Rotary are also interested in placing and funding a bench by the court.





The meeting closed at 6.33 p.m.



....................................  The Chairman
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