BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Finance & Administration Committee meeting held in the Council Chamber at 5.15pm on Monday, 2 June 2014
	Present
	Cllr Mrs Spear in the Chair, Spear, Mrs Shapland, Mrs Parsons, Lucas, Mrs Smith and Mrs Blackmore.


	FA/01/2014/15
	Apologies


	None received.



	FA/02/2014/15
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr Mrs Blackmore declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref. FA/06/2014/15, as she is the Parish representative on the Museum and Information Centre.

Cllr Lucas declared a Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref. FA/06/2014/15, as he is the Chairman and Trustee of the Museum and Information Centre. 




	FA/03/2014/15
	Minutes
	The minutes of the Finance & Administration Committee meeting held on 3 March 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

(N/C)



	FA/04/2014/15
	Absence Management Policy


	The Council considered a draft Absence Management Policy.  It was noted that during a recent staff absence the Parish office had been left unopened and it was felt that the Chairman should have keys so that they could arrange to open the office if this occurs again in the future.  It was also noted that confidential files and records should be stored in a lockable cabinet that only the Clerk and Chairman can access.

RECOMMENDED: That 

a. the draft Absence Management Policy be approved and adopted.

b. the Chairman be provided with a set of keys and alarm code to the Parish office.

c. the Clerk to purchase a lockable cabinet for storage of confidential papers.

(N/C)



	FA/05/2014/15
	North Devon Council Legal Support
	Members noted that the North Devon Council Legal Department were outsourcing their services to Town and Parish Councils at a cost of £60 per hour.

RECOMMENDED: That the Council writes to North Devon Council thanking them for their offer of legal support and that it may consider using the service in the future if it requires any legal assistance.

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously agreed that Item 6 and 7 on the agenda be considered together.

(N/C)



	FA/06/2014/15
	Braunton and  District Museum and Information Centre
	Members considered a request from the Braunton and District Museum and Information Centre for a contribution towards upgrading their stair lift and if the Council would consider contributing all or part of the 80% rate relief back to the Museum.

RECOMMENDED:  That the Clerk be requested to put together a financial plan for the Bakehouse Centre and that the Committee to meet on Monday 23 June at 5.30pm to consider the Museum’s requests.

(N/C)


PART ll – Exclusion of Press and Public

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972 Sch. 12a Pt(3).

	FA/07/2014/15
	Debtors Report
	The Parish Clerk reported that a payment plan had been agreed with one of the Council’s outstanding debtors and that it should recovery £1,720 in three equal instalments paid on the 1st of each Month for the next three months.

RECOMMENDED: That the update report be noted.

(N/C)


	
	The meeting closed at 6.05 p.m.

………………………………………Chairman
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