BRAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the Finance & Administration Committee meeting held in the Council Chamber at 6:00 pm on Tuesday 7 November 2017
	Present
	Cllr De Groot in the Chair, E Spear, D Spear, Bunyard, Parsons, Wood and Bennett


	FA/15/2017/18
	Apologies


	None received.

	FA/16/2017/18
	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Liz Spear declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: FA/18/2017/18 (h), as she is a member of the Braunton Caen Rotary Club.
Cllr Spear declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: FA/18/2017/18 (h), as he is a member of the Braunton Caen Rotary Club.

Cllr Parsons declared a non-Pecuniary interest in Minute Ref: FA/18/2017/18 (I), as she is a member of the Braunton Twinning Organisation.



	FA/17/2017/18
	Minutes
	The minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 4 July 2017 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
(N/C)


	FA/18/2017/18
	Parish Grants 2018/19
	a. Christ Church

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £500 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)


b. Braunton Lights

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £200 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)


c. St. Anne’s Chapel, Saunton

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £250 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)


d. Torridge, North Devon and Mid Devon Citizens Advice Bureau

RECOMMENDED:  That a grant of £400 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)


e. Rotary Club of Braunton

RECOMMENDED:  That a grant of £300 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)


f. Braunton Volunteers

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £950 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)


g. Braunton and District Museum

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £1750 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)
Cllrs Liz Spear and Derrick Spear declared a non-Pecuniary interest.

h. Braunton Caen Rotary Club

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £1000 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(5.2abs)


Cllr Parsons declared a non-Pecuniary interest.

i. Braunton Twinning Association

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £200 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(6.1abs)


j. Parochial Church Council of Braunton

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £1400 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)

k. North Devon Environmental Trust

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £500 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(N/C)


l. Knowle Community Group

RECOMMENDED: That a grant of £1000 be made (GPC, Localism Act 2011).
(6.1abs)

RECOMMENDED:  That the above expenditure of £8,450 for Parish Council grants awarded in 2018/19 be ratified and adopted at the next full Council meeting.
(N/C)


	FA/19/2017/18
	Council’s Internal Audit
	RECOMMENDED: That the
a. Internal Auditor’s interim report be noted and that all outstanding aged debtors and creditors are considered at the Finance and Administration Committee meeting in January 2018 prior to the end of year accounts being performed.

b. Council appoints IAC Audit and Consultancy Ltd to carry out its internal audit in 2018/19.

(N/C)



	FA/20/2017/18
	Upgrade Council’s Photocopying Machine
	RECOMMENDED:  That the
a. Council upgrades its photocopying machine to the Sharp MX2640N multifunction printer, copier and scanner.

b. Council’s existing photocopying machine the Sharp MXC250F be used at the Work Hub at no additional cost.
(N/C)



	FA/21/2017/18
	Online Banking Arrangements
	RECOMMENDED: That

a. all members of the Council be registered for online banking and have authority to approve payments.

b. the Council operates online banking from 1 April 2018.

(N/C)



	FA/22/2017/18
	Off Street Parking Places Order (OSPPO)
	The Clerk explained that due to the Council moving its full Council meeting to Tuesday 14 November, unfortunately, this will be past the deadline to inform North Devon Council of any changes to its OSPPO. 

RECOMMENDED: That:

a. no changes be made to the OSPPO for 2018/19. 

b. the Clerk to investigate whether the layout of the car park and moving a disabled bay would be subject to changing its OSPPO, as this had been previously agreed at a full Council meeting.

c. the Clerk to report regarding this matter at the next full Council meeting.

(N/C)

 

	FA/23/2017/18
	Devon County Council Peninsula Pension Scheme


	RESOLVED: That the draft Discretions Policy be approved and adopted.

(N/C)

	FA/24/2017/18
	Urban Grass Cutting
	The Clerk reported that previously the Council had been able to secure external funding towards appointing a local contractor to cut the County’s urban grass verges in Braunton. It has proven difficult in recent month to secure funding towards these works and it was suggested that the Council, if it decides to take on the urban grass cutting in 2018/19, looks a more sustainable method of delivering this service to the community.

RECOMMENDED: That 

a. the Council to agree to take on the County’s urban grass cutting in 2018/19.

b. the Council agrees in principle to appoint a temporary member of staff to assist with urban grass cutting and other duties in the village.

c. the Clerk to investigate options and costs regarding appointing a temporary members of staff to be brought back to the next Finance and Administration Committee on Monday 27 November 2017.

(N/C)


	FA/25/2017/18
	Apprenticeship
	RECOMMENDED: That the Council agrees in principle to introduce an apprenticeship scheme in horticulture and maintenance.  The Clerk to explore options with local colleges and report back to the next Finance and Administration Committee meeting on Monday 27 November 2017.

(N/C)



	FA/26/2017/18
	Committee Development Plan
	RECOMMENDED: That the Committee’s Development Plan be approved subject to the following amendments:

· Under Section 2 an item relating to the Council’s commitment to sustainability in its decision making be included.  Suggested wording to be brought back to the next meeting.

· ‘3.2 Review and manage pension requirements’ be included.

· ‘3.3 Consider recruitment requirements and disciplinary action’ to be included.

(N/C)

	FA/27/2017/18
	Budget 2018/19
	a. Committee Budget 2018/19

RECOMMENDED: That the Committee’s draft budget for 2018/19 be set at £96,025, as detailed in   Appendix A.

(N/C)
b. Council Budget 2018/19:
i. £18,000 in the Parks and Gardens Committee budget be allocated to car park revenue.

ii. £25,100 in the Property Committee budget be allocated to car park revenue.

iii. £10,450 in the Finance and Administration Committee budget be allocated to car park revenue.
iv. the £18,432 shortfall in the Council’s budget for 2018/19 be offset by allocating salaries and pension contributions to car park revenue.

v. the Council’s budget for 2018/19 be set at £177,590, as detailed in Appendix B.
vi. there be no increase in the Council’s precept and it remain at £120,282 for 2018/19. The Clerk to report to full Council what impact it would have by increasing the precept by 2%.

(N/C)

	PART ll – Exclusion of Press and Public

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972   Sch. 12a Pt(1).



	FA/28/2015/16
	Staff Salary Review
	RECOMMENDED:  That the
a. Living Wage Foundation rate of £8.50 per hour be adopted as from 1 April 2017 and all members of staff who were not on or above this rate of pay receive a backdated payment.

b. Living Wage Foundation rate of £8.75 per hour be adopted from the 6 November 2017 and all members of staff who are not on or above this rate of pay receive the agreed increase.

c. Council registers to become Living Wage accredited.

 (N/C)


	
	The meeting closed at 8:30 pm 
………………………………………Chairman
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