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Minutes of the Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 27th July 2020 at 7:00 pm by video conference call.
	

	


	Present

	Cllrs: E Spear in the Chair, D Spear, M Shapland, R Shapland, D Relph, A Bryant, E Wood, G Bell, P Lord, J Chesters and V Cann,
Officers: T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO.
1 members of the public.



	061/2020/21
	Apologies


	Received from A Bradford.


	062/2020/21
	Declarations of Interest
	Cllr Bell declared a Prejudicial interest in Minute Ref: 065/2020/21 (71668), as the applicant lives in a neighbouring property.


	063/2020/21 
	Receive items for information not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council.

	None received.


	064/2020/21
	Public Participation 


	None received.


	065/2020/21
	Planning

	Cllrs E Spear, D Spear and J Chesters in their capacity as North Devon Councillors, stated that any opinions expressed during discussions on the following planning applications represent a preliminary view and that they will naturally reconsider the application fresh when presented all the facts at principal level.

(a) 71733


Proposal: 
Demolition of dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling.

Location: Ferndown, Saunton, Braunton, Devon, EX33 1LG

Applicant: Mr and Mrs James

RESOLVED:  That the application be deferred to enable members to consider any comments received from the Northern Devon Biosphere Officer.
(NC)

Cllr G Bell declared a Prejudicial interest and left the meeting.
(b) 71668

Proposal: 
Erection of decking area.

Location:   12 Hills View, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2LA

Applicant: Mr Andrew Cork

RESOLVED: That the application be deferred to obtain clarification regarding the size of the proposed decking area and the impact this would have on the existing ground levels.

Cllr G Bell rejoined the meeting.
(c) 71705

Proposal: Extension to dwelling and creation of a hardstanding to the front elevation (amended information).

Location: 4 Barton Lane Close, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2AZ.

Applicant: Mike Henning

It was moved by Cllr E Spear, seconded by Cllr R Shapland to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommend approval.

(NC)

(d) 71754

Proposal: Application for consent for works to trees covered by a tree preservation order in respect of felling and replacing of 1 Monterey Pine (T3).

Location: Ridge Cottage, Church Hill Lane, Knowle, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2ND

Applicant: Pauline Davies

It was moved by Cllr J Chesters, seconded by Cllr P Lord to recommend approval.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends approval subject to comments from the NDC Landscape and Countryside Officer.

(NC)

(e) 64000
Proposal: Outline application for residential development for up to 94 dwellings (all matters reserved) (additional ecological information) (amended information).

Location: Land at Chivenor Cross, Chivenor, Devon

Applicant: Mr Stuart Maskell

It was moved by Cllr M Shapland, seconded by Cllr P Lord to recommend refusal.
RESOLVED: That the Council recommends refusals on the grounds, as follows:

· Outside of the development boundary.

· Does not fit with the Local Plan.
· It would adversely affect the intrinsic environmental value and character of the landscape as the proposal will harm local wildlife and result in the loss of important wildlife habitat.

· Over intensification of the site.

· Inappropriate highway access and insufficient visibility.

· Flooding concerns the development will increase surface water runoff and impact on the adjacent Chivenor Cross development.

· Concerns that the development will increase traffic movement through Braunton which

· has been declared an Air Quality Management Area.

(10.1abs)

(f) 71660

Proposal: Outline application for up to 59 residential units and associated infrastructure, some matters reserved (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale).

Location: Land at Chivenor Cross, Chivenor, Braunton, EX31 4BN.

Applicant: Waddeton Park Ltd
It was moved by Cllr P Lord, seconded by Cllr D Relph to recommend refusal.

RESOLVED: That the Council recommends refusal on the grounds, as follows: 

· It does not fit with the Local Plan the proposed site is outside of the development boundary.

· Concerns that the development will increase traffic movement in the area by approximately 450 vehicles. The neighbouring village of Braunton has been declared an Air Quality Management Area recent monitoring of the air quality in Braunton, by the Parish Council, has produced results showing NO2 levels which significantly exceeds the National Ambient Air Quality Standards which are set at 40mg/m3.

· Insufficient evidence in terms of the need for these 59 dwellings in addition to those that have already been identified in the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan.

· The application does not stand up to the 4 pillars of sustainability considering there is no evidence of employment, social or economic benefit and the environmental harm that the proposed development will cause results in this application being unsustainable and unacceptable.

· Insufficient existing infrastructure to cope with the increase in population, the existing Medical Centre in Braunton and local schools are already under a great deal of pressure and will struggle to cope with this level of increase in housing.

· It would adversely affect the intrinsic environmental value and character of the landscape as the proposal will harm local wildlife and result in the loss of important wildlife habitat. 

· The development would adversely impact on foraging and nesting habitats for bats, birds and reptile.

(6.1.4abs)


	66/2020/21
	North Devon Council – Planning Decisions
	North Devon Council, the determining Authority, has APPROVED the following applications with conditions as filed:

71538
Proposal: Erection of roof over slurry store.

Location: Fullabrook Farm, Fullabrook, Ilfracombe, Devon, EX34 8NJ

Applicant: Mr Nicholas Tucker

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 10/07/2020

71567
Proposal:  Erection of dwelling.


Location: Land to the south of St Merryn, Higher Park Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2LG.

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Philip and Justine Whittle.

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 08/07/2020

70637
Proposal: Conversation of barn to create 5 

dwellings and associated parking and garage.

Location: Land and buildings at Park Farm, Lower Park Road, Braunton, Devon, EX33 2LQ.

Applicant: Mrs Caroline Chugg

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 15/07/20

 

	067/2020/21
	Accounts due for Payment for the period 14th July to the 27th July 2020.
`
	RESOLVED: That the payments totalling £784.68 be approved and paid.
(NC)



	068/2020/21
	Parish Office IT Provisions
	The Council considered the Clerk’s report circulated prior to the meeting.  The current office broadband provisions do not support working from home and the Clerk for the past four months has had to work from a portable Seagate Drive as she was unable to access the Server
RESOLVED: That the Council 

a. approves Integra’s proposal for a FTTC (Fibre) which would give a download speed of approx. 65Mps and an upload speed of approx. 19Mbps.

b. To move all services over to Integra there will be an upfront cost of £205, and an annual cost of £1,194.72.

(NC)



	069/2020/21
	Measure to safely reopen the village centre ‘Active Travel’
	The Clerk reported that the Council had put in place a pedestrian one way system in Caen Street but its other interventions including synchronising the pedestrian crossing outside Cawthornes with the Square lights and introducing a 20 mph limit in Braunton had not been taken forward by the County.  The Clerk had chased the matter on numerous occasions with no response.  

RESOLVED: That the 

a. Clerk be instructed to write to the County Council expressing the Parish Council’s disappointment at how it has handled community requests under the Active Travel Fund, and that it hopes lessons are learnt for future funding opportunities. A copy of the letter to be sent to the North Devon MP.

(NC)

b. Clerk to mock up additional signs for approval with maps showing the one way pedestrian system in place on Caen Street.  

(10.1abs)



	069/2020/21
	Risk Assessment to reopen the Parish Hall
	The Council considered the risk assessment circulated prior to the meeting to reopen the Parish Hall. Members requested that the following amendments be made:

· Nominated people within groups/organisation to use the kitchen. 

· To formally log everyone in attendance.

· To ascertain if people are visiting from an area which has been recently locked down.

· All windows and doors to remain open for duration of hire.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk to contact hirers to find out their intention to hire the hall in September. It be brought back to a future meeting for consideration.

(NC)




The meeting closed at 8:37 pm.
Signed by the Chair: ...................................................

(Cllr E Spear)

                        Date: …………………………………….
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