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Horsey Island River Bank Breach Agency

Introduction

09 October 2019

Sir Arthur's Pill drains Braunton Marsh, discharging through Horsey Island into the River Caen. Over a
number of years, there has been progressive deterioration of the outfall through the River Caen bank to the
point where it has now breached completely. Over the high spring tides in early November 2017 and over
the Christmas period 2017, Horsey Island was substantially inundated. Salt water was also reported
entering Braunton Marsh via the Great Sluice.

The gap in the bank was originally about 30m, but has increased significantly and is now approximately 70m
wide as at October 2019.
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Flood Risk and responsibility

« The inundation of Horsey Island does not flood any homes.

+  Horsey Island, including its estuary facing bank, is privately owned. The responsibility for maintaining
the bank and its associated structures rests with the owner.

«  The inner, 'Great Bank', including the Great Sluice and toll road, is owned, operated and maintained by
the Braunton Marsh Inspectors.

»  The Great Bank appears to be in reasonable condition, however it has varying levels along its length and is at
risk of overtopping during the Highest Astronomical Tides

»  The village of Braunton is not at risk of flooding as a result of the breach of Horsey Bank, nor would it be at
risk if the Great Bank were to fail or overtop.

+ Houses at Velator are protected by our flood banks, walls and various road humps with a good standard of
protection.
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What has happened and what next?

«  The Environment Agency has supplied Braunton Marsh Inspectors with a level survey of the Great Bank. An
updated survey will be undertaken after the overtopping event of 01 Oct 2019 to help the Braunton Marsh
Inspectors identify the low sections along the inner bank.

+ Contact was made with us in October 2016 to discuss repair works to the Horsey Bank outfall structure
and embankment. Despite this, no permit application was received by us.

«  We did arrange emergency consent for the landowner at Horsey Island to carry out repairs to the
river breach, these works were unsuccessful however.

+  Flood defence funding is not available to repair the breach as no homes are protected by Horsey bank
*  The MP and Parish Council are aware of situation and constraints on funding
« Professional partners will collaborate to maintain the condition of the Great Bank.

« The Great Sluice has now been repaired by Braunton Marsh Inspectors and Braunton Internal
Drainage Board '

¢ The Great Bank overtopped on Monday 01 Oct 2019 due to exceptionally high tides however no
structural damage appears to have been caused to the embankment

= The overtopping on 01 October lasted for about 30 minutes only.
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Map of location showing extent of tidal flooding in absence of defences

Braunton Marshes - approx flood area with NO defences

Land Levels to MAOD (not chart Datum) vy
. ’ hiE " Chfete gy | —~ :
: » A A @ I L & “_3"”"",, 3 Geomatics\EA_IHM_DTM_02m
t’ | - % ' '7‘* 9 ‘_ > E_tauhw}\ o
\ i S (ﬂ l \/ i 25 T huwn <VALUE>
1 - j Il Lo ok L3 —
Sandy Lana ] A TEN R, _ E ]
\\ \; Fm g 7 :_-\\ﬁ F, | :?‘ -'_‘f .0 [ ——
] ' ' \1,0 I ; f.? 1 .,.,'-' l‘ B :_._
\ .: L raunton &g o U oo
\ | * A LA e - . - .. high ground
b /) / Wi LT i 2 {758 0n 03
A L= L] 2m Sea leval nse on 0.5% food
&tf 2 Mus anr:' FnﬁL I = —"‘“-’;- a3 .
: . T il oids > < B Land Betaesn FAT & 0.5% flood
nes _ ol ntin Beedt fuly " -/‘\)' ? i ,
nger Area § Welator 7 SN N, 17| B Land Between MEWS and HAT
AN ; S R N 5\ )| E Land below MEWS 4.52mA0D
it ! 7
| Yooy PR afton Sl { BB Land Below 2
’ | eanton
A9 o £ {
’, T‘\ ;: ‘ ‘1-‘7 | Puncha[dq - BB Land Relow Om
anton | p e ONOLaK e , X
E B . s gy - __:--_ hat' Tide Levels - Bideford mAGD
rrows 8 o0 MHWS 452mAQD
i | :'-i: Fal - HAT 5.54”“\00
T e Fi 05% 5.38mACD
: ; i 05% 7 13mACD with
\ I = Sea level Rise untll 2119
\i |\ ??g {
\ T s S0
N £ f
t S T, . ¢
Er\Area ,__23==3L ]
23y 51\ 2
. \“\‘4_=ﬁ’ Solth ﬂ‘rr
&% Ounes \\ !
Ligf : 4
19
4
' (’é?l- “JIAE
t.
- £ e i 0 02040508 :
=53 21 Fa h ?m Y F— -
- P | lj' P . Kiometers g
1 Yellard Eigre g\{\) { ] s
: / - M3 W - :
= < Enviroament Agancy cogyngnt yndiar Jatabase ignts 019,
\ ,&_,n . %61 Sy - rénarca ey somprgbe s s sy 9
‘ rYin I#\]‘E{: a 44 ights wsarvedt Ondnoncy Survey Licsncs o 100021198
y & , k) w.‘g i f @Siu:s&f intecnatinal | :ﬁ(r‘aegm%pﬂ!geﬁm"

For further information:

Please contact Bryn Williams, Asset Performance Team (East), Advisor or Simon Dart, Partnership
and Strategic Overview Officer, Devon Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Area, on 03708 506 506 or email
DCIS Enquiries DCISEnquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk if you have further questions or wish to
discuss this issue.
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